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TO THE READER

The materials for this Course by Newspaper consist ot a series of
~ sixteen weekly newspaper articles, which may be thought of as
“lectures” by a distinguished faculty: a Reuler or anthology of articles,
stories, and plays that supplement the newspaper articles; and this
Shudy Guide. which is intended to integrate the themes of the
newspaper articles and the articles of the Rewder. For those students
who are pursuing this course largely through independent study, the
Stuly Guide serves in some ways as a substitute for class discussions.
The purpose of this study guide is to facilitate the learning process
for the participant in this course. lt is not meant to be a substitute
for one’s own critical reading and evaluation of the course materials.
The overviews for each chapter intend no more than to provide a
connecting thread among the various selections in order to show the
interrelatedness of the issues raised. They are not meant to be an
analysis of these issues. Similarly, the definitions given of the key
concepts are aids to understanding the terminology involved. They
should be viewed as open ended, subject to modification, "
amplification, and change. With regard to both the factual and €ssay
- questions, they too are not so much tests of knowledge, but
stimulants to personal interest. The bibliographies are suggestions
for pursuing further those issues the reader finds of special interest.
Although each student will discover for himself or herself how best
to usethe course materials, we would suggest the tollowing approach:

viii
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- 1. Read the newspaper article each week; clip it and caretully save it
for future study and review. ’

2. Glance over the Learning Objectives, Overview, and Key
Concepts in the corresponding unit of the Study Guide. These will
call attention to some of the inore important points in the
newspaper and Reader articles and will help to focus your reading.

3. Read the appropriate selections in the Reader.
4. Reread the Key Concepts and Overview more thoroughly this time.

5. Proceed to the factual questions, rereading the articles-as necessary
to answer them.

6. Consider the Discussion Questions. Suggested guidelines to
answers are provided with each question, although there is, of
course, no single “correct” answer.

7. Turn back to the learrting objectives. Have you met these goals?

8. Check the annotated bibliographies for suggestions of further
reading on topics,of interest. '

If I were to suggest a theme for studying the issues presented here
it would be “to learn is to search.” Learning, as a search for
knowledge, is an adventute, a process in which, through the
continued exercise of our rationality, we achieve a personal growth.
It is not merely an informational process, it is a formational one. We
become as we learn; we are as we know.
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1. The Nature of Morality

Learning Objectives

. To understand

\ L ) }
the foundations tor moral judgments

the sources of confusion concerning them
the nature and roots of our current moral crisis

the approaches for dealing with this crisis

Overview

This unit serves as a general introduction to the wide
range of current moral issues this course will cover. lts

specific intent is to explain the foundations for moral judg-

ments. It seeks to shed light on those intuitions, teelings,
beliefs, and precritical responses. founded in human ex-
perience, which are expressed in a culture that in turn
establishes standards or norms tor human experience. [t
is from such presuppositions that moral reasoning
proceeds. :

The opening newspaper article by Philip Rieff points,
to the significance of culture as a limiting factor tor human
behavior. According to Rieft, a culture sets bounds to
what may be legitimately expressed in behavior by instill-
ing good habits, desires. healthy repugnances. and pro-
hibitions. all of which are reintorced by some common
nurturing values, ideals, and goals. When these cultural
ideals and restraints are seriouslv weakened or actually
thrown ott, a moral crisis resullts. .

It is just such a crisis, characterizing contemporary
American society, that Cherlotte Saikowski explores in
her Reader article. Permissiveness, with the consequent
privatizing of morality. has produced a society that has
freed itself from many traditional restraints but that finds
itself without any clear perception of what it is freed tor.

Be that as it may. Saikowski points to another side of
the coin. Our very consciousness of, and unease over,

. our moral condition can be taken as signs of the strength

of outmoral sense. The “itch to be moral” is a major as-
pect of American idealism in geneul.

~ To undertake a resolution ot crisis and moral ambival-
ence requifes some understanding of the process of .moral
,reasoning, both of the essential terms involved and of its
inherent limits. A.C. Ewing's essay analyzes these terms—

ends, means, good..ought—and delincates the task of the
science ot ethics, Most importantly, he underscores what
we can reasonably expect from this moral science.

Walter Lippmann emphasizes. that moral reasoning is
an ongoing process. The moral philosopher who clings
to precepts and presuppositions that are inadequate to the
demands of the times and who refuses to recognize the
importance and meaning of change for a culture is
doomed to failure in his role. The vision required to
formulate and articulate a morality responsive to the

particular needs and problems of a time is as much an.

exercise. of creative imagination—the holding up of an
image of what can and ought to be—as it is of philo-
sophic apalvsis, -

One such attempt to formulate a new morality is ex-
plained by Joseph Fletcher. Situation ethics, which stresses
the primacy of the person over the abstratt, general
moral principle, turns to the biblical doctrine of love as

_ the ultimate norm of all ethical action. All other ethical

maxims are but variable, contingent instruments for clari-
fying probléms. Only love can be and must be the ulti-
mate norm for motive and choice. Its constant goal is
the doing and the maximizing of the good. :

Elton M. Eenigenburg undertakes to point out the dif-
ficulties involved in situation ethics in which the norm
of love and its detailed application and. expression are not
“spelled out in specitic binding guidelines. Further, when
the New Testament speaks ot the Christian freedom from
the law, it is in the context of the well-informed con-
science, that is, the conscience enlightened in and by the
law, the application ot which is gaided by love.

It is this internalization of specific ways to act in situa-
tions involving a moral response—this incorporation of

8
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attitudes and beliefs into the personality —that results in
what William Raspberry calls much needed “knee-jerk
habits ot morality and decency ” Questioning everything
according to the situation in which one tinds oneselt is
too otten apt to leave one at sea on how to act. on how
to shape one’s conscience.

Dor. Cuppitt's article illustrates one result of the sort of
moral pragmatism involved in sifuation ethics: A new
authority has replaced the traditional. religious-based one
for moral behavior. It 1s summed up in the substituiion
ot the word “social” tor “moral.” With binding cthical
maxims and norms gone. public opinion becomes the
arbiter for what is “socially” acceptable.

The summary of results of the cthical aptitude test that
follows serves as an example ot this “de-moralization” ot
ethical issues. But however one responds to the questions
in this kest,_khef'c is a presupposition that moral considera-
tions should enter in. This raises a tundamental question:
“Why should one be moral?” '

Bernard Gert addresses this issue and shows that there

¢

Key Concepts

can be several answers to this question. The reasons one
can give in support of any specitic answer do not always
prevail, it only because, as Gert sees it. human reasen it-
self is no absolute guide. .

Edward Westermarck's discussion amplities this point.
The moral law seems always to have enjoyed a supreme
authority among men. And it is precisely because of this
authority attached ta it, rather than because of reasoned
and reasonable arguments, that the moral law retains its
torce.

The concluding reading trom William Graham Sumner
emphasizes the authority ot custom in the development
of moral norms. Mores or customs, evolving gradually,
became the basis for what is considered morally fitting in
a specific culture. And because of this. especially when
these mores have not been transterred into laws and posi-
tive institutions, they are highly resistent to change, even
when change might be necessary to meet a present crisis.
This is one reason for the ditficulties encountered in any
attempt to tormulate a new morality.

Ethics: The science that attempts to clarity the meaning
of value terms such as good. bad. right. wrong, duty.
ought. and so on, and to enunciate general principles tor
the application ot these terms to human behavior, means.
ends. ideals. and goals.

The term ethics is also used for those statements of pro-
fessiona) standards that are set torth in (e~ tor example
medical ethics. business ethies. and so torch. They are
collections of practical directions that give regulations
and norms tor the prnfoss‘ionalwlwnt relationship and tor
relations among members of a protession.

Morality: \ set ot norms or standards for acceptable or
fitting behavior that evolves within a culture and em-
bodies the munpig of a group’s communal experience.
What 15 meaningtul is judged in terms of how well ways
of thinking, believing, judging. and acting enable a society
to cope with the on-going process of living in an environ:
ment by meeting basic human needs. These needs include
the physical. the emotional. the psychological. and the
spiritual. And since man aspires to realize the full poten.
tial of human nature. what 1s meaningfui for man em-
braces not only the needs and desires ot the present. but

“also the possibilities envisioned  tor the tuture, Thus

what is maral not only describes what is acceptable at a
given time. but also sets norms or prescribes what ought
to be striven for and redlized. A society’s moral standards

8

embody both these elements in its code and ethical
maxims, its customs and convictions, its aspirations and
ideals. But since such a moral order operates within an
on-going process characterized by change. which is
brought about by many factors, it must be flexible enough~
and adaptable enough to meet the wnoral challenges of a
particular time. When and it it is not, a moral crisis results.

Mores: Fixed customs imbued with an ethical significance.
The mores of a group constitute that element of the moral
order that has not been explicitly transterred into laws
and positive institutions, but that nevertheless provide
readily recognized reasons for moral decisions because
they are in public view. For this same reason. these
highly visible elements of a society's moral order are
readily subject to inspection and judgment of their ade-
quacy or inadequacy for meeting the needs of that society.
But there is also a deeper level of the moral order that is
responsible tor our spontaneous, unreflectivé moral re-
sponses.  This level is not so readily available for exami-
nation and discussion because its clements are those that
have penetrated so deeply into the ways of thinking,
believing, judging. and acting of a group that they have
become, as it were, its second nature, the unwitting source
of its cultural identity. This is a major reason why a
culture faced with rapid change that challenges traditional
beliefs and values ends up in crisis.
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Permissiveness: A don‘t-make-rules approach to the
moral evaluation of human behavior.  This approach
maintains that behavior should be judged ultimately only
by its success in achieving selt-realization through self.
expression.  This permissive approach results in the .
Fhat is. moral standards should be,
considered a matter ot individual conscience independent
of any externally imposed norms.

vatizmy of morals.

To be sure. a culture

_helps form that conscience. but only the individual can be

the judge ot rightness or wrongness with regard to that
conscience according to the narms that individual accepts.,
Permissiveness is used especially to refer to approaches to
sexual conduct, but it is by na means limited to this
reference

Factual Review Questions

Situation Ethics: A method for arriving at moral deci-
sians that emphasizes the signiticance of the actual situa-
tion or context in making such decisions. The situational
variables or concrete circumstances involved in actual
problems of canscience are regarded as important for
consideration as any general ethical maxims or particular
laws and principles.  Thus. all such rules, norms, and
ideals are contingent: Their validity and torce depend
upon something else that is ultimate and absolute.  And
this is (oye. Good and evil are external to things and ac-
tions.  Love alone is always good and right in itselt,
independent of the circumstances. By definition, love is
Situatior ethics, also call the New
Moradite claims biblical authority for its justitication as a
valid, universal approach to meoral decision.

a dony ot the good.

1. What is the purpose ot guides and norms in a culture?

[

. According to Riett, why is our culture expenencing a
mora crisis today?

s

. What evidence does Saikowski present to show that a
deep moral ambivalence characterizes American so-
ciety today?

3. Why is permissiveness considered a threat to moral,
values? , ’

5. What are the two main questions with which ethicy.
is concerned? /‘

o. What is the distinction between good-as-ameans
and good-as-an-end?

=~

According to Lippmann. what is the trouble with
moralists anu why?

Essay and Discussion Questions

8. What are the three approaches possible in making
moral decisions, according to Fletcher?

9. Why does Eenigenburg claim that the new morality
makes the error of making a part to be the whole?

10. Raspberry states that much ot the basis of civilized
behavior is convention. What does he mean?

11. According to Cuppitt, what new authority'has re
placed the traditional religious-based one for moral
behavior? Why is this shift dangerous?

2. The ethical aptitude test reveals a governing prin-
ciple tor what is considered right. What is it?

13, What three answers does Gert give for the question,
"Why should one be moral?”

14. According to Westermarck. in what does the author-
ity of the moral law ultimately reside?

15. What are folkways?

1. Explain what Rieff means by the statement in his

newspaper article that “'men have become anti-gods.”
Why does he see this as a fundamental reason for
our culture’s moral crisis? (

Suggested Guidelines
—Retlect upon the role of mlturc o a limiting tactor for

10 ?

lence in American society.

human behavior and upon the description of character as

the restrictive shaping of personality.

—Consider the stated and unstated objectives ot what is

described as the "new liberation.”

—Reter to Saikowski's discussion ot the moral ambiva-
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2. The tension between the desire for permanence,
stability, and security in a culture on the one hand,
and the practical need for change to meet the prob-
lems of the time on the other hand, historically have
been significant factors in cultural crises of the Western
world. This tension is a factor today in our moral
crisis. Discuss it in terms of the elements that make up
a sygiem of morality and the built-in limitations of
such a system. I : ’

Suggested Guidelines

* —List the elements that make up a system ot morality.

Distinguish between those that are visible and more
available for discussion and inspection and those that

are aot. 4 ’
_-Consider the tundamental role of the mores of a cul-
ture, the way they provide permanence and stability and
the way they are a cause of tension.

Suggested Reading

l

_-Retlect on the positive aspects o tension tor the sur-
vival ot a culture.

3. Discuss what you consider to be the strengths and
weaknesses of situation ethics as an approach to moral
decisions.

Suggested Guidelines

—_Consider the essential aspects ot the fegalistic and anti-
nomian approaches.

— List the ditferences between these methods and that
advocated by situation ethics.

—In contrast with the other two approaches, pick out the
aspects of situationsm, it any. that vou consider more
valid and noble tor making moral decisions.

—FEvaluate Eenigenburg’s discussion ot the weaknesses
and deticiencies of the new morality.

«

by Philip Riett i “

(Those puges that e esproalin recvant 1 tive mregipr aritde or hoootier
AN -

artiles m the Redor e oublted i parentheses

Articles

Bocker. Howard,
Winter 1907 (pp. 239-247) | .

Ellott, Ward. “Guilt and Overguilt. Some Reflections on Moral
Stimulus and Paralyae L July 1908 {pp. 247249 253

Gewirth, Alan. “The 1Qught’ Problem Resolved. " Projendings
of the Amero Pinloseriiad ecaaten. November 1907 (pp.
3337

Hotstadter. Altred  The Sensuousness ot Moral Philosophy.”
Eths. July 1950 (pp 284237

Knox, Alzon. “The Polemies of Desanptive Meanming,” " Reowie
of Metipin« December 1970 (pp. 2452251, 270-275).

Riett, Philip “Toward a Theory of Culture: With'Special Reter-
enee to the Paychoanalytic Case” In Imnaginatien nd Precision o
the Secutl Saenes. sthited by T1 Nossiter eral - New York:
Humanities Pross 1972 (pp 98- 104

Searle. John. “How ta Derive Oupht’ trom s
vie January 1904 (pp. 43-44 54-580

Singer Peler. Moral Experts.” Al March 1972 (pp. 115+
1o i

Wellman. Carl.  “Ethical Justitication ot Cultural Relativity ™
Jowrnal ¢ Philosopize March 23, 19¢ X ipp a2, [73-181)

whiteley, € FH. “On Detining Aoral 7 A March 1909
(pp 141-144) .

Wittgenstein, Ludwiy A Lecture on Fthies  Phieserinon Retiee,
lanuary 1905 tpp T Y

Whose Side Are We On? Soaad Problems,

CPnosephno Ree

Buvoks :

Callahan. Damel. The Twanny of swvieal, New York: Macmillan,
1973, A clear, forthright discussion of the ethical problems
threatening society. The auther stresses the need to develop
a social ethic. \

Erankena, William K. Ethne. New York: Prentice Hall, 1973,
A clearly written exposition and analysis ot ethical theories
and of such ethical terms as good, means, ends; and so on.

Flare, RM. The Lingige of Morals Oxford: Clarendon Press,
1982 (pp. 145-150). A discussion of how changes in the de-
scniptive ineaning of words bring about changes in conduct.

Moore, G.E. Mo Etina. Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press. 1922 (pp. 188-189, 207-213). The author argues that
the highest moral goods are “the pleasures of human inter-
course and the enjoyment of beautiful objects.”

T ShangdKan-Ying Dien [Treatise of the Exalted One on Response
and Retribution]. Edited by Paul Carus. Translated by Teitaro
and Paut Carus. Chicage: Open Court, 1906 (pp. 51. 54-060).
A Chinese work that sets forth the moral prohibitions against
certain torms of conduct.

1
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2. The Dilemmas of Sex

Leaming Objectives

To understand

the meaning and implications of human sexuahty in the context ot sexual relationships

the background and implications ot the modern sexual revelution

the difterent approaches to tormulating norms ot sexual expression

Y
.

Overview

Walter Lippmann once noted that in the popular mind.
when morals are discussed. it is assumed that sexual morals

are meant, The reason tor this is not only that erotic at-

traction and interaction are subjects ot perennial tascina-
tion, but als¢> that the whole quastion ot human sexuality
is central fo our understanding ot. and suecess in. our
interpersonal relationships

. ) - .
This unit seeks to clarfy and dlustrate the meaning and

implications ot human sexuality and-its expression in var-
jous forms of sexual intimacy. [t secks to provide insights
on which to base our judgments of the morality ot dit-
ferent kinds of sexual relationships. .

The newspaper article by Jean Lipman-Blumen sets out
the main theme by discussing the meaning of sexual inti-
macy and the responsibility that is consequent upon it
Sexual intimacy involves exposing one’s most inner selt to
another person, thus leaving oneself open to exploitation
and depersonalization. Furthermore. this exposure i in an
area ot personal development where maturity ordinarily
involves a long, gradual process. complicated by ongoing
biological. psychological. and emotional changes. How
responsible, that is, how answerable to ourselves and to
others we are and choose to be at any stage ot this process
indicates the degree ot maturity attained. And this is
not simply a matter ot chronological age.

The first two essays in the Reader are by Sigmund
Freud and D.“H. Lawrence. the two men considered
most respansible for ideas and theories that have ushered
in  twentieth-century changes in our sexdal mores. The
selection from Freud deals with some personal and social
dimensions of human sexuality. The accent is upon
restramt in its positive aspect of <ubimution and its negative
aspect of repression. Sublimation means giving expression
to sexual energy in other positive, socially acceptable
forms. [t is the major factor in producing cultural contri-

.

5

butions to society. according to Freud. But when restraint
takes on the torm ot repression or the direct denial of an
outlet to, or satisfactionof, such urges, the result can be
various types of personality disorders or, at the least, a
nonproductive expenditure of energy.

Lawrence regretted this sort of attempt to explain
human sexuality through mechanical concepts. in terms
of torces. He argued that the meaning of sex can be
grasped only through intraton. that is, through a spontan-
cous, instinctive recognition. possible to the mind that is”
attuned to beauty. For sex is inseparable trom beauty.
Neither sex nor beauty can be analyzed or grasped
through the reasoning process. We either see this or we
do not. Lawrence uses the metaphor of fire in speaking
ot sex and beauty, tor, like tire. they radiate warmth.

Jessie Bernard’s discussion deals with the changes
brought about by the various stages of the sexual revolu-
tion. When sex or intimacy went beyond its purely
reproductive function. cultural restraints to its expression
were instituted. When this tendency to separate sex from
procreation resulted in the relatively modern rediscovery
ot female sexuality, abetted by the new contraceptive
technclogy a major sexual revolution occurred. While.
in general, it did not have the eftect of breaking down the
norms regarding procreative sex, it has forced a reevalua-
tion of our attitudes toward marital, premarital, and extra-
marital sexual relations. Above all, it brought to the fore
the netion of responsibnlity as the significant ethicai norm.

The papal declaration that follows is a reaffirmation of
the traditional, Roman Catholic position regarding human”
sexuality. It maintains that there exists an essential, un-
changing aspect to human nature. which we can know
by means ot human reason and Divine revelation. This
position maintains’ that there are immutable norms, ex-
pressions of a natural law, that is, the “imprint” of the

-~
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Divine, law on human reason. True freedom is the right
to do what we ought to do because of what we are by
nature. It is this natural law, illumined by Divine revela-
tion, that teaches us that human sexuality. expressed in
sexual acts. attains its true and therefore moral ends only
within the framewurk ot marriage.

in marked contras® to this is the position stated in the
new bill of sexual rights and responsibilities. 1t attirms
the personal right of sexual expression. guided only by a
positive sense of caring fOr others. as a means of enhanc
ing an individuai’s selt-tultillment.  Sexual morality itself
should never be viewed apart trom the context ot general,
social values that have as their goal the actualization and
realization yot our human potential.  The rightness or
wrongness of any form ot sexual expression should be
judged in terms of whether such expression trustrates or
enhances human fultiliment as understood at a particulcr
time and within particular social values!” ’

The article that tollows deals with a particular type ot
sexual expression tor which a new treedom is being rec
ognized—homosexuahty.  Mark Freedman sets out to
debunk some popular myths surroun ~v homosexuals.
He does this by showing how the very sense of being
considered “difterent” allows tor greater pasitive creative
expression and developrnent of persu lity. Further. an
open acceptance of the male and female elements in all
of us makes for a healthtul breaking down of stereotyped
sox roles and clears the way for more honest and open
relationships betwedn the sexes as well as between mem-
bers ot the same sex

Key Concepts

We are all familiar with the statement that no one
person can satisfy all the needs of another. Many married
couples live more or less contentedly with this human
limitation. Those who cannot or will not engage in var-
ious.sorts of extramarital intimacy —ornie form of which is
the aftair.  O. Spurgeon English discusses the positive
aspects of extramarital sexual intimacy. a practice becom-
ing increasingly more common.

The dangers and limitations that English briefly men.
tions are spelled out in the story of Lydia Marks and
her futile attempts at being pragmatic about sex. As the
author, Linda Wolfe, sums it up. extramarital sex is seldom
about sex only: it is also and primarily about intimacy on
all its levels.

The unit closes with Derek Wright's summation of the
tyrannies we can fall prey to in the name of the new
liberation. The proliferation in recent years of gourmet
guides to sexual satistaction and the emergence of sex
researchers from the laboratories into the popular media
have been mixed blessings. While making sex a more
open, respectable topic of discussion, this new openness
has produced anxieties about sexual performance. We
now feel we need to measure up to some standard, in
most cases imaginary; otherwise we become dissatisfied
and begin to worry about our inadequacies. The result
is a guilt, not about sex but about pertormance.” Sex itself
is viewed in separation from human sexuality —that com-
plex of biological, emotional, psychological, and spiritual

- elements that is at the core of a satisfying intimacy

Responsibility: A state or quality ot being answerable to
oneselt and to others tor the moral dimensions and impl-
cations at one’s behavior [ involves an awareness that the
celt 18 detined and realized. not in autenomous isolation but
in contact with other individuals in interpenscral relations.
Because man is a social and moral being, responsibility i
an integral part of the human condition.

Maturity: A speatic way of being and doing that develops
25 an ongoing psychological process and that 1s expressed
by acting responsibly and taking responsibility for one’s
actions. Matunity s not necessarily contingent upon chron-
ological age.

Sexualit);: A complex ot ological, psychological, and
emotional processes. centering around  the genital-sexual
urges and sex-role patterns. and expressed in interpeesonal
relations through various modes of physical. psychological,
and emotional intimacies

5.

Huma-+. nature: An expression designating that complex of
attributes and potentials, both physical and mental, that are
recognized as specificially characteristic of the human spe-
cies, Ot imporiance to this discussion are the two basic
approaches to understanding the nature of human nature,
namely, the classical essentialist approach and the modern
evolutionary one.

The essentialist approach, exemplitied in the papal dec-
laration, believes that there is an essence or ultimate
given source, revealing a detinite structure to human exis-
tence and imposing limits upon human possibilities. This

essence, when properly analyzed and understood, dictates

the ends man ought to seek in order to realize the full
potential of human nature; On the basis of this under-
standing, principles and mores can be formulated as
guides tor human behavior.  An essentialist viewpoint
does not necessarily exclude a growth in knowledge
about human nature. The important aspect is that what

13
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i

is truly known serves as a fixed and stable point of depar-

ture and reference for man ‘s-attempt at self- understandmg
and for finding meaning in the wortt- )

The evolutionary outlook, embodied in The Hiomunist
document, regards man as a continually seli-defining being,
That is to say, man creates his own possibilitiés and mean-
ings within a continually evolving, physical-cultural en-
vironment: We can understand man’s nature only within
the expanding and sometimes revolutionary gains in
knowledge by the social, physical, and biological sciences.
New technologies (for example, genetic engineering)
enable us to control what we may yet become. The only.
determination to which man is subject is self-determination.
There are, of course. limits, but these are not absolute

Factual Review Questions

givens beyond which we cannot go. What is specific to
humans as a species is precisely this openness to new pos-
sibilities, brought about, in part, by man‘’s own imagina-
tion and creativity.

Restraint: A form of control exercised in either a positive
or a negative way. lts positive aspect is sublimation, the re-
channeling or redirecting of biological-psychological
drives, urges, or feelings into socially constructive behav-
ior. The negative aspect of restraint is repression, the pro-
cess by which such drives are denied direct expression
and are not redirected but are submerged and left to
operate in the unconsiions, The unconscious is that area of
our mental existence that is the source and repository of
those reasons for behavior of which we are unaware.

1. What does Lipman-Blumen consider the basic moral
sue in sexual relationghips?

| ¥ )

. What are some of the social and technological changes
that have made intimacy more possible?

3. In what Qays does human vulnerability create
responsibility?

4. What does Freud means by “restraint.” and what are
some of its positive and negative effects?

5. Why does Lawrence claim that sex and beauty are one
thing?

o. List the four sexual revolutions Bernard discusses.

. What does she mean by the expression the “resex-
ualization ot women. "and what are some of the
implications ot this tor male-temale relationships?

Essay and Discussion Questions

8. Why, according to the papal declaration, must abso-
lute norms of sexual behavior be recognized and
accepted?

9. What is the Roman Catholic doctrine regarding the
morality of sexual relations as stated here?

10. What is the fundamental tenet of The Humanists new
bill of sexual rights and responsibilities?

11. What conception of human nature is presupposed in
the new bill of sexual rights?

12. List some of the popular myths surrounding homo-
sexuals that Freedman seeks to dispel.

13. What are some of the positive values of an extra-
marital affair, according to English?

14. What are some of the negative aspects of an affair,
as discussed by Wolfel

15. What, according to Wright, are some of the tyran-
nies spawned by the new sexual “liberation”?

—t

1. Lipman-Blumen maintains that the basic moral issue
in sexual relationships is the "tension between respon-
sibility and intimacy.”’ Expalin what is meant by this
statement and discuss how the changes brought about
by the modem sexual revolution have been responsible
for making this a centfal issue.

Suggested Guidelines
—Formulate detinitions of responsibility and intimacy.

14

—Reflect on the goals of human sexuality and what
‘stands in the way of their realization.

—Consider the changes discussed in the newspaper
article and in the Reader selection from Bernard. Select
those changes you consider central to the problem of
responsibility and intimacy.

/—Examine some possible motives for entering a sexual

" relationship. Distinguish those you consider valid from

’

those you do not. -
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2. Compare and contrast the different views of humar

sexuality, its meaning and purpose as presented in the

papal declaration and in THE HUMANIST'S new bill of
sexual rights and responsibilities. '

Suggested Guidelines .

—Compare the different views on the nature ot human
nature each position takes. _

—Contrast the different approach to ethical norms that
each view implies.

—Try to find points in which each view seems-to agree

about the means and ends tor human sexuality.

3. Write an essay giving your answer to the question
Why should one be moral in sexual relationships?”’
and explain what would constitute “moral” sexual
behavior, in your view.

Sl;ggested Reading

Suggested Guidelines

—Review the reasons Gert gives in Unit 1 on why we
should be moral.

—Consider the definitions of sexual morality explicit or -
implicit in Lipman-Blumen’s article, in The Humuonst's new:s
bill, in the papal declaration, in Freedman’s article. and

in Wright's. '
—Formulate your own definition of sexual morality.
—Reflect upon the reasons behind the various definitions.
Do they stand by themselves or depend on some other ~
prest:pposition? :
—Review Ewing's discussion of ethical reasoning in

Unit 1. : '

Bell, Robert R. Premurtbal Sex i Chunying devietu. Englewood
Clitfs, N.J.: Prentice-Hall. 19¢0. A sociological analysis of
premarital sexual values and behavior in contemporary
society. There is also a chapter titled “Marital, Extramarital.
and Postmarital Sex.”

Bragger, Suzanne.  Dedeer Ls jrom Love New York: Delacorte
Press. 1970, A provocative discussion of sex. love, erotic
fantasy. sex roles, and the marriage relationship by a Danish

radical fermnist. While serous in its intent. it is wittily written..

with ideas illustrated by the author’s own personal experience.

Lipman-Blumen. fean. “Changing Sex Roles in Amencan Culture:
Future Directions tor Research ™ Archeres o Sevadd Beluner
Vol 4, No 4 1975, pp 422-deo

Masters. Wilham H. and Vinginia £ Johreon. in assouation with
Robert | Levin, The Pl Bond A Neie Look b Sevnadity amd
Commiment  Boston. Little. Brown, 1970 A group of essays
and intormal symposia on such subjects as the double standard,
extramarital sex, swinging. bidehty. and commitment

May Rollo. Leve and Wil New York: Norton, 1962, A prob-
ing study by a noted psychotherapist of what he considers
the heart of our modern dilemma: the failure to understand
the real meaning ot love and will and their interaction. May
applies™the valuable insights wained by psychological under-
standing to the questions and problems of ethical decisions.

Neubeck. Gerhard, ed. Lxtrmtal Relatons  Englewood Cliffs,
NJ: Prenbice-Hall. 1969 Authors trom a variety of disci-
plines present research Jfudies, theories. and case histories
about extramarital relations in the United States and in other
countries.

Socarides, Charles W Bewond seveud freedom New York: Quad-
rangle. 1976 A psychoanalyst comments on current sexual
practices, including group sex and homosexuality. and warns
that we are on a penlous course in which tailure to exercise
any control over our impulses will lead to personal and social

unhappiness. -
15
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Wiseman, Jacqueline P., ed. The Souml Psuchologw of Sex. New
York. Harper & Row, 1976. A collection of essays by well-
known writers and researchers on the subiject of sex a< a per-
sonal and social phenomenon. It is extremely readable, em-
phasizing studies of actual social behavior in the sexual realm.
It covers a full spectrum of sexual attitudes, behaviors, and-
relationships.

Additional Suggestions

Recommended by Philip Rieff

“ Articles and Poe

Nagel, Thomas,/Sexual Perversion.” Journal of Philosophy, Jan-
vary 16, 1960 (pp. 10-12). ;

Rieff, Philip, “Eros Revisited.” Kenyon Rewiew. Fall 1954 (pp.
040-048).

Shakespeare, William. “Sonnet 1207

Solomon, Robert C. “Sexual Paradigms.”  Journal of Philosophy,
June 13, 1974 (pp. 330, 341-343).

\

Books :

Carpenter. Edward. Loves Coming of Age. New York: Vanguard,
1927 (pp. 167-109). In the selected passage, the author likens
sex education to a fairy tale with ideal and romantic qualities.

Coomaraswamy, Ananda. Budiha wnd the Gospel of Buditlnsm, New
York: Putnam, 1916 (pp. 160-1606). The author presents
Buddha's counsel on how to avoid women and remain pure.

Ellis, Havelock. Studies m the Psuchology of Sex. Vol. 6. Phila-
delphia: F.A, Davis, 1925 (pp. 473-374, 417). An argument
that a new morality must be founded specifically on the “na-
tural facts” of sexual life.

/
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Lakafenko, AS. The Collective Familv. Translated by Robert
Daglish. New York: Anchor. Books, 1967 (pp. 265-269). First
published in 1937 as A Book for Parents, this volume is a prac-
tical guide to bringing Gp children in the Soviet Union.” The
section indicated deals with moral discipline as a foundation
for a rich sexual life."

Malinowski, Bronislaw. The Sexwal Life of Savage-. New York:
Halcyon Press, 1929 (pp. 453-458). The noted anthropologist
discusses the moral limits of sexual activity among the Tro-
briand Islanders, for whoin sexual mtercoune per se is not
proscribed.

Michels, Robert. Sexual Etincs. Translated by Eden and-Cedar ‘

Paul. New York: Scribner’s, 1914 (pp. 20-23). The author
argues that sexual education should not mislead children but

should not disabuse them of their fantasies unless they seek |

specitic knowledge. 7

A

r,

Money, John, and Patricia Tucker. Sevual Signatures.  Boston:

- Little, Brown, 1975 (pp. 131-133, 165-167). The authors
maintain that sex education should include graphic films for
teenagers.

Reich, Wilhelm. The qmml Revohton.  Translated by Theodore
P. Wolfe. New York: Noonday, 1969 {pp. 22-28). The
author argues that unfulfilled biologically grounded sexual
needs lead to antisocial impulses.

Sorokin, Pitirim. The Ameran Sex Revoluhon.  Boston: Porter
Sargent, 1956 (pp. 88-91). An assertion that sexual permis.
siveness in our society undermines moral and social authority.

Unwin, .C. Sex und Culture. London: Oxtord University Press,
1934 (pp. 379-382). Using anthropological and historical
material. the author discusses the social and cultural benefits of .
strict monogamy. -

Ty
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3. The Family and Morality

Learning Objectives

To understand -

the traditional concepts of marriage and tamily a: :nstitutions in historical perspective

the impact of the industrial revolution. the industrial society. and the technological and sexual revolutions

on these concepts

the ways in which the current challenges and problems might be met

some alternatives to the traditional concepts

Overview

In Western society. the development and expression of
human sexuality finds its prime setting in the family. But
more than that, the family is recognized as the basic unit
and chief agency of cultural transmission and socialization.
Therefore, whatever affects the family, positively or nega-
tively, has far-reaching implications for our society. This
unit deals with those tensions and pressures. brought
about by technological and social changes. that are attect
ing the family today.

The newspaper article by Christopher Lasch makes the
point that government and industry have combined to
take over the socialization- process that once was the re-
sponsibility of the family. The tamily has lost its role as
the primary culture-transmitting institution because it has
been bought out. One very disturbing effect of this.
according to Lasch. has been that a moral pragmatism,
the sole goal of which is getting along in society through
conformity and accommadation to the situation as it is,
has replaced values and ideals that promoted  self-suffi-
ciency. individuality, and moral character.

Lasch expands this theme in his article in the Reader.
He makes the point that formerly the family was that
agency that embedded a culture in personality so that the
individual spontaneously or unwit ingly did what he
ought to do according to the norms of\the society. Today.
the central position of the family hgs been weakened.
The government has assuned the role f “great provider”
and in return demands a conformity to its forms and goals.
Modern industry has similarly reduced the status ot the
family to that of consumer for its products. The result
is that the modern family now produces a personality ori:

ented toward gratification rather than one oriented to
social and moral achievement. )

The next selection treats marriage and family from an
entirely different perspective. E.O. James discusses the
sacramentalized character of these institutions. This is
considered the great Christian contribution, and it means
that these natural institutions have been raised to the level
of the sacred; that is, they are institutions that redeem and
sanctify man, Marriage has this sacramental character
because it has as its model the redemptive and sanctifying
love of Christ for the church. As this love and the freely
given grace or Divine help and care that result from it is
the cause of salvation, so too the love between husband
and wife, inspired by a selfless commitment that seehs the
good of the other as ones’ own good, is a means of the
greatest personal growth possible ‘and a path to sanctifi- -
cation,

Michael Novak's provocative essay argues the thesis
that "it is the destiny of flesh and blood to be familial.”
Like Lasch, this author points to the role that postindus-
trial capitalism plays in the life of the modern family.
Novak goes on to describe two types of people: “indivi-
dual people” and “family people.” The ethical dimensio
involved here are comparable to what was discussed in
Unit 1 regarding the privatizing of morals and the need
for a'social ethic. .

In America much of our thinking centers around the
individual, Socicty is regarded as an aggregate of inter-
acting individuals, each one autonomous and, often, in
emotional and spiritual isolation. Such an individual is
willing to be touched by abstract ideals and ideas. by

10
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. Key Concepts

"causes” but not by another person. Thus the commit-
ment that marriage and family demands is shunned though
the alliance may not be. The other perspective is that
exemplified by “family people.” For them society means
the patterns and institutions ot -human living, of inter-
personal relations. These recessarily involve limitations ot
an individual’s supposed right to experience everything

. on one’s own terms. For “tamily people.” to opt tor such

complete individual freedom as an ethic for living is to
deny one’s destiny. ’ '

But this does not mean that one should close one'’s
eyes to the fact that family demands and expectations can
be destructive tor the individual personality. David
Cooper's article explores this aspect ot tanuly life. The
love that smothers, the traditions that stultify, the obliga-
tions that enslave—these negative aspects, according to
Cooper. result in the suppression of spontaneity, the death

. of imagination, and the depersonalization of the indivi-
“ dual. He}ls\o suggests ways of overcoming them, much

to the advantage ot family life.

A similar theme is pursued by Edward Sapir. By clear-
ing away some ot the traditional notions of what being
a member vf a famuly implics, a greater personal liberation
will result, which in turn can lead to a more creative role-
fulfillment as*husband. wite, or child.

Suzanne Keller reflects on the possible changes in
family structure that may emerge from the current chal-
lenges to.the social and psychological underpinnings of the

i

traditional one. Moral doubt and confusion produce a
need tor reassessment, not only of where society is at a
given time but of what directions it might take in the
future. Keller suggests that we may have to reevaluate
our present conceptions regarding monogamy, sex roles
and mores, and acceptable lite-styles. '

The fnarriage contract that follows is formulated in terms
that show a recognition of some of the changes that have
come about. The commitment of marriage need not mean
the abdication ot one’s individuality, personal ideals, and
aspirations. g

Jessie Bernard examines another preconception in our
traditional ideas about the marital relationship, namely
whether having, children cements that relationship and is
a blessing to the marital union. According to several
studies—most notably those by the National Institute of
Mental Health-——most married couples should not have
children; childless marriages are happiest. Bernard fore-
sees an increasing trend toward the childless marriage and
a recognition of it as a richer, more t‘ulfilling and satis-
fying way of life for somg couples.

The concluding selection by De Rougemont sees the
truly moral problem in marriage as the problem of choice.
Any commitment to another person, for better or for
worse, entered into with the intention of permanency,
involves a great deal of risk. Such a decision or choice
is "irrational” in the sense that in making it, one is choos-
ing another to share a lite-long intimacy involving un-
predictable changes in selt and in circumstances.

Superego: A terin tor the moral conscience, that faculty
of self-criticism and self-censorship that serves as the guide

- for the behavior of the selt or ego. The ego is the awqr("

and assertive subject of personal experience and interper-
sonal relations.

Family: As a woaal institution this- termy refers to that
grouping of people, related by Kinship. that is based on
biological or cultural norms and is primarily responsible tor
the biological and cultural survival of the human species.
More particularly. the term is commonly used for the
muclear famuly, which consists of parents and children who
ordinarily live together in privacy and maintain some
form of isolation from the rest of society, Disappearing
today is that type of cvended tomly which, though com-
posed of a number ot nuclear tamilies. thought of itself

]

as a unit because of blood ties and respect for familial
traditions. The modern cemmiow! bl or commune is an
attempt to express this sort of “unity on the basis of an
agreement among members in place of blood ties. The -
nuclear family and pairing in couples may persist in“such
communal arrangements. but they are expected to be sub-
ordinate to communal caring and sharing.  As mores and
norms change, the concept of family is open to expansion
to include other forms of interpersonal relationships.

Marriage: A social institution involving both a contract
and a commitment between two individuals who choose
to share their lives together. Ordinarily, this relationship
is entered into with the intention of making it an enduring
one and of exdluding any other extramarital intimacies—
sexual, psychological, emotional--that, endanger the pri-

11
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mary band between the cantracting parties. The madern
marriage cantract is meant to be a legally binding agree:
ment regarding mutual rights and n'\pnmﬁcilitics, bath as
apreed upon between the parties and as detined by law.

The commitment is meant to provide that psvehologieal-

emotional binding that s the source ot a couple’s mutual
fidelity. caring. and concern,

Factual Review Questions

A

Sacramentalize: To raise samething to a holy status so
that it is no longer to be conceived of in purely natural,
secular terms or destined for purely natural, secular ends.
A wtrament is the religious rite that confers this status.
When it is said in Christian thealogy that marriage is a
cacrament. both the status and the rite are meant. It is
considered a sanetified and sanetitying state.

1. Accarding to Lasch, apon what does the survival ot
\
any tarm ot haman socety depend?,

te

In what way has the t.nmli{ been transtormed.

according to Lasch?

1 What has been the maior ebtect ot this transtorma-
tion?

3. Why s the superstate constdered an assaalt on
privacy?

n

~What s the contnbution ot Christamty to the insti-
tution ot marriage, according to James?

o Why does marnage imply permanence in this frame-

work?
“
= What is Novak s central thess?

Essay and Discussion Questions

s 3

~ What does he mean by stating that modern man
attempts to make of himself a “pure spirit™

9 What are some af the negative aspects of the family
discussed by, Coaper? ’

10. Accarding to Sapif, what are the four major, trends
that are developing within the tamily as an institution?

1'1. What does he mean by saying that self-development

makes for better role fulfillment?

ot
12. What are the three sources Keller gives as challenging
the underpinnings of the family? N\

13. What conclusion have rescarchers arrived at reg}.\rding
childless marriages? - ’ .

14, What does De Rougement consider the truly moral
problem of marriage?

15. In what sense is the deeision to marry irrational?

1. Write an essay either supporting or disputing Novak’s
defense of his thesis that “it is the destiny of flesh and
blood to be tamilial.”

Suggested Guidelines
_Review the reason the tamily seems out ol tavor tonday.
— Evalirate this trend ' terms ot what it does to the
individual postively and negatively

List the postive values Novak finds in marriage and
the tamily
~Review the negabive aspects of tamily lite as given by
Coaper and Sapur
2. What changes in our traditional family structure do
you think are desirable and should be brought about?

Suggested Guidelines
—-List the changes that are considered to have come abaut

19
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according ta Lasch, Novak, and Sapir.

—Retlect an the change that Keller and Bernard see as
dsirable ogas passible alternatives, |

- -Consider what aspects of the traditional family structure .
you cansider ot permanent, unchanging value.

3. Write an essay, pro or con, discussing the statement
Most married couples should not have children.”

Suggested Guidelines
—Review the Reader selections by Novak. Cooper,
Keller, and Bernard. oo :
—Consider what you yourselt want or wauld want out of
a marriage. :

- Whuld having children help or hinder these goals?
~WHhat in your judgment aie the qualities that are neces-
sary thr parenthood? Do most peaple have them?
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‘Myerson Abraham

Suggested Reading

by Christopher Lasch

Articles

Burgess. Ernest W. “The Fanuly as a Unity of Interachng Per-
sonalities.” The Funuluv, March 1920, pp 3-0.

“The Romantic Impulse and Familv Disorganization.”

Survev, 1927, pp. 200-294

Horkheimer, Max. “Art and Mass Culture.” Stuiies or Plaiosesis
and Sovl Saeme. 1941, pp. 291-2094,

Lowenfeld, Henry and Yela. "Our Permissive Society and the
Superegn.” Povchounaivi Quarter e 1970 pp. 590-399,

Marsh, Donald Chard, and Norman 3 Humphrey,  Value Con.
geries and Marital Counseling™  Marrage anid Famiive Loy
1953, pp. 28-32.

Marmor. Judd. “Psychological Trends in Amencan Fanuly Re-
latidnships.” Marniee wond Fameu Livg 1951 pp 145147
Parsons, Talcott. ~The Link Between Character and Society ”
In Secal St aond Peronalit pp. 212-2170 New York: Free

Press, 1941,

Zuckermann, Michael  "Dr Spock: The Contidence Man.”™ In
The Famby o Histnw edited by Charles E. Rosenbery Phila-
delphia: University ol Punnsylvania Press 1975 See espeaally
pp. 183-184, 187-148. 194~

[4

\ 3

Books
Braverman Harny Sone New York
“Monthly Review Press. 1974 A Marast assessment ot the

impact of thehdustrial Revolidton on the tamily (pp. 2727280)

Keniston, Kenneth,  The Unominntted - New York: Harcourt, 1908
A well-known study ot the cultural and ideological alienation
of the young in American sovety  The author discusses the
generational gap and the problems posed by young peoples’

~lack ot identification with their parents ipp. 284-288, W1 -
“305).

Mead. Margaret.  Maie coul Fercae New York ™ Mortow (949
This examination of the sexes i a changinge world-drawn by
the prominent anthropologist draws on her studies ot sex roles
in the South Pacihe tChapter 1Y) .

Hewsewre Boston 1920 An
examination of the various torms of nervousness in house:
wives and of theit canes, induding o discussion ol housework
and the home as tactors in produaing neuroses

Riesman. David e Lomew Crced - New Haven, Conn o Yale
University Press, 1950 A popular analysis ot the dedhne ot
the ‘inner-directed” character. who has anternalized adult
authonty --especially that of the parents- -and the emergende
ot the “other-directed ” character of our consumption society

S {pp. 49-55)

Shorter, Edward. The Makee o the Meders Farat New York
Basit Books, 1975 A pravocative study ot modern trends in
tamuly hte chamging sex role detimibions, and sexuahity

S e Carhtd

Do Ner oo

Woltenstein, Martha, and Nathan Leites. Movies A Pachologiaad
Stads - New York: Atheneum, 1970. A psychoanalytical and
anthropological approach ta a study ot recurrent themes in
Anterican mavies as a retlection ot our culture (pp. 149-153,
foB-174).

Additional Suggestions

Recommended by Philip Riett

Articles

Bronfenbrenner. Urie  Spint ot "7o--No. 2: No Hassle, Let's
Spht.™ The Listener. Mdy 1976 (p. 0o8).

Demos, [ohn. “The Amencan Family in Past Time.”
Schelr Summer 1974 (p. 444).

Lasch, Christopher. " The Suppression of Clandestine Marriage in
England.”  Sabmagundi Spring 1974 (pp. Q90-92, 98-100, 104-
105, 108-109). .

Lids. Theodores ~"The Broken Balance: Symbolic Functioning
and the Crisis in Western Civilization.” Humamitas, May 1972
(pp. 149-150). :

Mace. David R, “In Detense ot the Nuclear Family.” The fiie-
manst. May/June 1975 (pp. 27-29)

Rudikott, Sonya. “Marriage and Household,” Commentarr, June
1973 (pp. 02 -04).

White. Lestie. “The Detinition and Prohibition ot Incest.”
Amencir Antinepoleast July 1948 (pp. 422-425),

The Amernam

° C e

Books

Dahrendort, Ralt.  Sooc amd Demoo e Germanw, Garden
City. N'Y.: Doubleday. 1907 (Anchor Edition, pp. 388 89),

. An analysis of how the Nazis destroyed the autonomy and
traditional values ot the tamily. ’

Hoebel, E. Adamson.  The Lice of Prmitice Man. Cambnidge,
Mass - Harvard University Press, 1954 (pp. 82-84, 102, 109-
113). The primitive marriage customs ot the Eskimo and the
ltugao . oo

Makarenko, AS. e Colleohize Famule Translated by Robert
Paglish. New York: Anchor Books, 19607 (pp. 1113, 16-17)
Russian maxims on how {o raise children,

Mesnil, Jaeques.  [e Maruige Libve Brussels: Administration. 1900
(pp. 55-57. ou-01)- The author advocates that marriage
should have no other end than the love of its partners.

Zimmerman. Carle, [he Familu ot Tomorrowe New York: Harper
and Brothers, 1939 (pp. 29-30). An analysis ot current and
tuture trends in the tamily
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4. Ab&rtjon

Learning Objectives

To understand

the fackors that make the questions ot abortion so dxkhcult to discuss and resolve

Pl

the prevailing viewpoints on the morality of abortion and the arguments used in their support

the deeper moral issues and dilemmas underlying the abortion question

Overview ‘

Any issue that totches o khe question of human llfe its
protection, and its fostering canndt help but be of pro-
found significance for society.- For one thing, it is ulti-
mately from theories cr convictions concerning the nature
and purpose of hurnan life that ethical. systems are
spawned. And for another, in American society especially
the sacredness of human life is a cherished value.

It is no wonder. then, that the issue of abortion pro-
vokes such heated debate, for at its center is the question
of whether—and when—the fetus is a person. The pur-
pose of this unit is to bring out the major positions taken
in this debate, the arguments pro and con, and the com-
plexities involved.

The newspaper article by Daniel Callahan sets the stage
for what follows. He discusses how and in what way
abortion is a moral problem. Then he puts into context
the basic concepts involved: person, viability, individual
rights.” And though he himself opts in tavor of permitting
abortion, he does so uneasily.

~“Bome of the reasons for Callahan’s unease are revealed
in" the. first Reader selection in which he sets the whole
question in the context of the broader issues o morality
itself. These issues. which have come up in the tirst three
units, include the privatizing of morals. the need for a
social ethic, the tyranny ot public opinion. and the mean-
ing of responsibility. Most importantly. he deals with the
question of what makes the choosing or not choosing to
have an abortion a manil choice. The moral issue may be
said to consist in that sense of responsibility that shows
itself in the desire to do what is right and that is concerned
with the protection and furthering ot life.

The next two seiections -are, respectively, a defense and
an -attack on the Roman Catholic church’s anti_abortion
campaign. For the church to do what is right and to pro-
tect life means a rejection of abortion, for it holds that
the fetus is a person from the moment of conception.
George Williams defends the church's efforts because they
have as their object the good of all mankind. Williams
himself allows for abortion in certain extreme cases, for -
example, rape and incest, but in all other cases he asserts
the right of the fetus to life.

Robert Hall's opposing viewpoint holds that all volun
tary abortion is permissible because the fetus is not scien-

-tifically or legally a person. Abortion is therefore the

right of every woman. He castigates especially the politi- -
cal implications of the Catholic church’s attempt to exert
pressure for antiabortion laws.

Abortion is one of those areas in which the moral and
legal realms intertwine. The 1973 Supreme Court deci-
sion, Roe v. ! Wade. presents the current law on abortion.
Of special interest are the distinctions made regarding
when the judgment on abortion is considered a'medical
one and when a legal one or one in which the state may
intervene. The limitations that apply to the power of the
state and the physician in this regard are also given.

Bernard Nathanson is a physician who was a leading
advocate of legalized abortion. His discussion contains
the reflections of an activist who has had second thoughts
on the matter and is now calling for an end to militancy
and a start to a concerted cooperative cffort. - This effort
should be directed toward the creation of a moral climate
rich enough to provide for abortion, but sensitive enough

21
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to hold in reverence the whole spectrum of lite_ Needed

also is a body of specialists. working in consort, who can

help a woman arrive at a truly moral decision on abortion.
John Novnan'®8rticle discusses those deeper currents at

" work in modern sociery that have desensitized us, to some

extent, in our appreciation of life as an interdependent
phepomenon. Social changes, such as those discussed in
the first three units, have been at work here. Noonan
spells out the consequences of these changes and how and
why they have produced an atmosphere in which a wide
acgeptance of abortion has come about.

Judith Thomson presents a proabortion argument for
the case in which the mothers life is endangered by the
pregnancy. After pointing out the weaknesses she tinds
in the “life is a spectrum” arpument. she goes on to draw

"an analogy that anticipates Garrett Hardin, wha intro-
" duces the notion of “compulsory pregnancy.”

Leon Kass deals with a problem increasingly coming to
the fore because of advances in medical technology.

- namely, the question of what justifies an abortion for

genetic reasons. Amniocentesis, a medical procedure that

--makes possible the detection ot some genetic diseases in

the fetus a pregnant woman carries. gives to the prospec
tive parents the option ot deciding whether the tetus
should be carried to term. At heart. this decision is a
judgment on whether a tetus with genetic abhormalities
is fit or untit to live. Kass ts concerned with the norms
for making this judgment. and he discusses three standards
to which one might resort: the societal. the parental, and
the natural. He tinds none ot them satistactory. tor hu-

" [ .

mane and adequate justification for gerfetic abortion miust
not simultaneously justify infanticide, homicide, and en-
slavement of the genetically abnormal.

Henry Aiken, however, argues that there is a standard
that serves as an adequate justification for genetic abortion.
That norm is whether the fetus has or has not the possibi-
lities of living a truly human life. This is the raison debre,
or reason-tor-being, of ‘coming into being.

Garrett Hardin is of the opinion that the main problem
in the whole abottion question is that the wrong question
is being asked. Instead of asking whether we can justify
abortion, we should be asking whether we can justify
“compulsory pregnancy.” His answer is no. The moral
decision involved must begin with the fact of pregnancy.
And if a woman is pregnant against her will, for any
reason, then she is under compulsion. The alternatives are
clear: Either she submits to the compulsion or she opts
for abortion. With regard to the antiabortion argument
that the fetus is a potential Htfnan being, Hardin argues
that this potentiality as such has no value; value is in
actuality, for example, a house as distinct from the blue-
prints for it.

The concluding article by Sisselg Bok takes our general
principles and attitudes with rega%d to killing and uses
them to weight the factors that should count in the abor-
tion issue. She concludes that, while the reasons for the
protection of the life of the fetus at the very early stages
of pregnancy are minimal, at later stages special reasons
for abortion should be required. At the stage of viability,
all abortions except those required to save the life of the
mother should be prohibited.

Key Concepts L

Humanhood: That stage of development at which human

- life begins and at which rights are attributable. Just what

the indicators of humanbood are. those positive and nega-
tive criteria that are to apply i determining it is a matter
of continued discussion among philosophers, theologians,
and scientists.  Tentative detinitions rely on biological,
moral, and psychological traits - tor example, brain tunc.
tion, the (dp.llulity of relating to others, and selt-con:
sciousness.  They may stress qust one aspect o mav

include several in the st of ¢ntera,

Abortion: The premature cxpulsion ot the human tetus
at any time before it is viable. It involves, ordinarily, the

ra

intended death of the fetus. A thenipentic abortion is one
that is carried out for reasons of the physical or mental
health of the pregnant woman.

Viability: That stage of development at which kh'\e fetus
is capable of surviving outside of the maternal womb. 1t
varies from one fetus to another. The definition of this
term also depends on what needed life-sustaining supports
are available and on the nature of those supports. There-
fore, the definition ot this concept is subject to moditica-
tion and expansion.

. Quickening: That stage at which the mother tirst teels

life in the womb,

15 22
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Factual Review Questions

!

1. What, according to Callahan, is the key problemin
the abortion issue?
What is the basis of the claim that a womarm.s the
right to choose regarding abortion?

1 %]

3. What, according to Callahan, is necessary to make 2
free choice a moral choice?

4. What is the major reason tor Williams™ detense of the
Roman Catholic church’s antiabortion campaign?

5. Scientifically and legally the tetus s not considered a
human being. Why?

o. What is Hall's main objection against the Catholic

S by "I
wifton:
P ition

77 According to the Kee v. INude decision. what are the
limitations ot the state’s regulatory power in the matter
ot abortion? ’

e

Essay and Discussion Questions

. Nathanson argues that the criteria for determining
death should be used for determining lite. What are
the criteria?

9. What does he mean by the statement “lite is #%pec.
trum’? '

10. Noonan discusses some ot the deeper currents at
work in society that have produced an atmosphere
favorable to abortion. What are they?

11, What are Thomson's objections to the “lite is a spec-
trum” argument against abortion?

12. Why does Kass reject any of the proposed standards
for genetic abortion? :

13. What is Aiken's standard regardiny abortion?

14. Why does Hardin maintain that the wrong question
is being asked regarding abortion?

15. Why are the concepts “quickening” and “Viability”
central to Bok's discussion of abertion?

1. Callahan suggests that there are several ways of
looking at abortion: as a religious problem, a legal
problem, 2 medical problem, and so-on. What kind of
question is abortion for you? Why?

Suggested Guidelines

—Review Callahans two artidles: attending to the vanous
approaches to the question .

~State your own stand on the abortion issue, giving
reasons why you take this stand.

__Take nto account the arguments. proand con. tor non
genetic abortion that are suven in most of the Reader
selections

2. At the end of his discussion on genetic abortion,
Kass reveals that he is frustrated because he has failed
to provide himself with a satisfactory justification for
the practicev Can you provide one? If not, why?

Suggested Guidclines *
—Review the proabortion areuments paven by Thomeon,

Aiken, and Flardin. Pick those you consider applicable

in all cases.

—Consider the three standards given by Kass. Do any

of them strike you as valid?

—Retlect on what would sway your judgment most if you
were in the position of a prospective parent of a detee
tive child. *

3. Noonan claims that educated American opinion
today accords 3 new acceptance to abortion. Discuss
the reasons within the context of the deeper moral
chaﬁges in American society.

Suggested Guidelines

—Review the changes you have studied in the tirst three
units. Refer to the essay questions for appropriate Reader
seleetions.

—Select thase changes you consider directly responsible
for this new acceptance ot abortion and explain why they
are responsible.
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" Brody, Baruch A. “Abartion and the Law "

Suggested Reading

by Daniel Callahan

Articles

Blake, Judith Davis. “Abortion and Public Opinion: The 1900-
1970 Decade.” Saeme 171 (February 12, 197D pp 540-349
An interesting survey ot the surveys with women, it turned
out, consistently more opposed to permissive abortion faws
than men.

Bleich, ]. David. “Abortion in Halakhic Literature
(Winter 1908), pp. 72-120
in abortion cases.

Dosithion 1Q
An analysis of rabinmical dedisions

ot or Plidosopin
June 17, 1971 pp 357-3cv  Ap artide by a philosopher
critival of liberalizedbortion laws

Dupre, Louis. "A New Approach to the Abortion Problem
Theolowica! Stdies 33 (September [973) pp 431-488 Ap at-
tempt by a Roman Catholic theologian to tind a more liberal
interpretation ot his church’s position.

Potter, Ralph. “The Abortion Debate ”
Evvars @ Ethis and Madigne edited by Donald R. Cutler. pp.
85-13{. Boston: Beacon Press. 1909 A tine summary ot the
arguments and the positiony ot opposing sehools of thought,

Tietze, Christopher. and Deborah A Dawson. “Induced Abor-

" tion A Factbook © Reports on Poprcdtion Famtdy Dioonng 14 (De-
cember 1973) A very caretul compilation ot medical. social
and demoy,mphn data on abortion

Williams, G. H. " Religious Residues and l’n-suppmltmm in the
American Debate on Abortion. ™ Theologual stdies 31 (1970),
pp. 10=75. An examination trom a Protestant perspective
ot the role ot religious thought in the shaping ot the abortion
discussion.

Books

Callahan, Daniel. Aben L Chane wnd Mol New York
Maemillan, 1970 See espeaally Chapter 1IN The Sanctity of
Lite,” pp. 307-338 which analyzes vanous contemporary
meanings ot the concept

Cohen. Marshall, ot 0 eds. e Rienrs annd Wromes o0 Aborten
Princeton, N.I.: Prninceton Univeraty Press 1974, A collection
of major philosophscal articles on abortion. both pro and con.

Committee on Puychiatry and Law ot the Group tor the Ad
vancement ot Psychiatry  Dhe Rt Abertion A Pk
View. New York  Scribners, 1970 A briet succinct state-
ment by a group of prychatosts tavorable to hiberalized
abortion laws .

In Uty Lrte wand Drzath ¢

\J

Pt

Grisez, Germain. Abortion The Muths, the Realtties, and the Argte
ments New York: Corpus Books, 1970, See cspecially Chap-
ter IV, “"Religious Views ot Abortion.” pp. 117-184, an excel.
lent survey of various religious traditions. :

Moaore-Cavar. Emily C. Iuternational Diventory of Intormation on In-

Aborton - New York: Columbia University, Interna-
tional Institute tor the Study of Human Reproduction, 1974,
A very detailed collection ot empirical data on abortion atti-
tudes and practices throughout the world.

National Conterence ot Catholic Bishops.  Doconentation on fie
Rugnt to Lite wnd Aborhen. Washington, D.C.: United States
Catholic Conterence, 1974, An excellent source ot intorma.
tion on Roman Catholic teaching;

Noonan, John T. ed. The Moraliv of Abortion. egal and $Historsaad
Perspectices. Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press,
1970, A fine collection ot essays, on the whole supportive
ot traditional bans against legalized abortion.

Al’.’ul'n[

Additional Suggestions

Recommended by Philip Riett

Articles

Hare, RM. “Abortion and the Golden Rule.” Phidosopiy and Picbl,
Attars, Spring 1975 (pp. 201-202, 200-209, 221).

Margolis. Joseph. " Abortion.” il October 1973 (pp. 57-58).

Ramsey. Paul. "The Morality ot Abortion.” In Lire o Daathe Ethis
amd Optiens. Seattle: University of Washington Press, 1908 (pp.
Bo-91).

Rudinow, Joel.

- {pp. 173-170)

Wertheimer. Roger.  “Understanding the Abortion Argument.”
Phlosephy andd Prbl Aprars Fall 1971 (pp. 07-08. T0-T1. T8-79,
85 94, .

“On The Slippery Slope ™™ b, April 1974

Books
Van der Tak. Jean  Abortion Lottt and Chaeine Losbaon- An
Internahonal Recree Lexington, NMass.: Heath, 1974 (pp. 7. 13-
200 An analysis ot international trends on abortion. The
pages indicated present statistics ot abortion in communist
Eastern Furope.
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5. Aging and the Aged

Learning Objectives

i To understand

the myths and steteotypes surrounding old age

why the elderly in Ametica have emergaed as a s wal and moral problem

the constructive ways o coping w ith the pvrmn.)l and soual dimensions ot aging

Overview

In a recent television show. comedienne Nancy Walker
turned ta the actress wha plays the role ot her daughter
and pronounced o mock care: May [hea burden to you
in my uld age.” The audience reaction was laughter.
What wa geant to be a humorous scene underscares a
basic soctal and personal problem in American society - -
that of aging and the aged. This unit explores some of the
major reasons behind the common view ot old age as an
inescapable and dreaded burden and discusses constructive
alternatives to dealing wathat and changing it Common
to many ot the artidles s the theme that our sodiety
denies the elderly a meanimgtul role,

Daniel Callahan's newspaper artidle contains a personal
statement of his own terrors over the prospect of growing
old. Basically his tears center on the quality ot lite the
aged lead that trequently results inone becomimg a burden
to oneselt and to others The healthy desire tor mdepen-
dence turms into the actuality ot solation trom: others.
The wish tor selt-sntticency from tamily and kin can be
realzed only by a dependence npon the allsitticent state.
Callahan envisions an cven worse tuture ahead. By the
vear 2000, 1t i estimated that 25 percent ot our popula-
In'a vouth-
ontented. comumer-producer socety such as ours, the

tion will be in the semor atizen category

question of prionties must anse. Towhom will necessanly
limited resources god s our answer already amplhiat n the
actual onentation ot our culture?

“The artile i the Reader by Sidney Callahan and Drew

‘Chrstiansen raises important questions about this problem

and calls tor a cultural reortentation  According to these
authors, not only does our sovety need new soaal pob:
cies, but it must also put the meaning of aging i proper

human perspechive.  However. there are ingrained  attr-

18

tudes that stand in the way of such a reorientation, most
notably our preaccupation with the future.  Our social
ideals are geared to progress and change, to accomplish-
ment and success. But there is no future in aging. The
old, according to Callahan and Christiansen, live in a
peculiar time frame, with a past but no future. a present
withaut prospect ot change.  And if the elderly do not
change, what can they possibly contribute to a progres-
sive society? We have no noble ideals of old age. the
authors argue. .
Such presuppositions are an example ot the myths and:
stereotypes that surround old age.  This is the topic of
Robert Butler's analysis. He begins by sketching a picture
ot old age that is held by many Americans, then proceeds
to show what a distarted picture it is. That youth is an
attitude of mind is a double-edged saying. "One meaning
reveals the assumption that only the young are productive,
adaptable ta change, alert and aware, stimulating and in-
teresting.  This is why skdyirig young is an American
tetish.  Butler shows that this attitude is the result of a
lack of knowledge of and insutticient contact with the
elderly. But more importantly it is founded in a deep

_ prejudice against the elderly. present to some degree in all
A}

ot us. This prejudice abscures the tact that youth is an
attitude of mind that we can tind in the elderly, too,
This is the second and more common meaning of the say-
ing to which we must pay more than lip service.

Who can speak tor the old? Bert Kruger Smith does
and eloquently so. What is attered is a plea for sameone,
tor anyone, to recognize “that within my saul [ exist.”
And that *17 is noat simply the memory of a person whe
was 1t is someene who here and naw feels acutely the
isalation and pain that being old can mean.

p—

0
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From Elmer Davis we get another view. Being old can
mean having the treedom of unconcern tor what v an
overriding concern ot many This
reedom carries with it another benehit. One can speak
one's mind without fear ot the consequences that torth-
rightness can have on one's tuture  Atter all. the tuture
is already behind you when vou are elderly.

William Graham Sumner illustrates the two basic atte:
tudes toward the aged tound in various cultures. namely:,
an attitude of respect and one ot contempt. In those cul-
tures that value the aged. there is a marked respect for
the wisdom and experience they can contribute to the sur-
vival of the group. Among those who exhibit contempt,
the elderly are looked upon as burdens to society because
they are nonproductive consumers ot resources.

the lust tor success.

Alexander Leat gives a description ot three cultures in
whic
for their centenarans: the Abkhasians who live in the
Caucasus Mountains of Russia the Hunvas amd Hunzucuts
of northern Pakistan and Sinkiang. China. and the Vilca-
bambans ot southern Ecuador. The elderly among these
people are an integral part ot the community and are
included 1n its active hite. Leat pomts out that both their
work and their wisdom are taken seriously by theryoung,
While the psychologidal eftects of such positive attitudes
cannot be measured. 1t 1< quite reasonable to suppose that
they have an cttect on the energy and vitality the elderly
exhibit in these cultures. (Further Leat asserts that the
sense ot usetulness, of being recognized acan L7 is g po-
tent tacter in producing an optimism and a desire to five
which in turn are signiticant tactors tor a longs and healthy
lite.
restore this respect i postindustrial soaety

Leat arzues tor the creatio ot condittons that will
A start, in
his view, would be to provide more opportunities tor <celt-
ennchment and integration mto the manstieam of sovety
for those of retirement ase. :

Arlie Hochschild presents condlusions of what the ol

derly want and how they activelv cope From a study ot

Key Concepts

he old are held in respect and that are renowned

low-income. senior-citizen housing projects. she points out
that the elderly preter to live with their own age group.
I the company of their peers they feel tree to act in the
manner in which they choose and not on the basis ot an
impased stereotype. Further, they manage to replage old,
lost roles (tor example, parent. spouse, provider) with new
ones created by the various social and service activities
that are attorded by these communities. Above all, they
tegl needed in the exercise of a mutual concern.

There is one form ot segregation of the old that has
r;:u:nt!y (;‘ﬁw under inurnali;stig_"__:i_t.k’ack as well as govern-
fnent invegfipation-—the nursing home, Who are the vil-
ldins——thg— children who-put their parents in these homes
or the propriedors-who profitably assurhe their care? The
letter written o Ralph Nader singles out the medical
protession” anc foprictors, often members ot that
pratession,- who run these homes as himan storage bins.

In the next selection, Simone de Beauvoir calls tor
something more than the change in social policies for the
elderly advocated by Sidney Callahan and Drew Christian.
sen. What she sees as.crucial is a renewed sense ot human-~

ity that will enable everyone, of whatever age. to lead a
truly human lite.  Certainly. drastic reforms are needed
in social policies and attitudes toward the elderly. But
what is tundamentally needed is nothing less than an at-
tack upon the entire system that causes the gradual destruc-
tion of individuality and dignity throughout a person’s
lite by treating that person as a consumer-producer and
not as a whole haman being. . Without basic reforms in
the economic system, according to de Beauvoir, old age
will continue to be a parody of life no matter what re-
torms are undertaken in social policies tor the elderly.

The concluding article by H. Tristram Engelhardt is a
retlection on death as a part ot hte. A salutary reminder
ot human mortality is also a reminder that health is a
value, one among the many that go to make up a society’s
viewof the meaning and purposes of life. And since lite
is*an interdependent phenomenon, longevity has meaning
only within the general purposes ot life.

Aging: A process characterized by a decrease inan organ-
ism's ability to pertorm and to stand dressgenerally with
The rates at which
individuals age vary. and chronological age 18 not neces
sarily indicative of the physiological. psychological, and
social aging of a person. The process itselt is intluenced
by race, customs. dict, and veneral attitudes of hire

28

the advance ot chronological ae.

19

Senility: A state of preatly decreased physical and mental
capacities tound in some old individuals.

Longevity: The mean age that members of a species attain.
The term is also used tor the maximum age some indivi-
duals attain. In the case ot centenarians discussed here,
both genetic and environmental tactors are thought to be
involved.

"



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Factual Review Questions

4

1. What two conflicting images ot old age a.e discusse
by Daniel Callahan?

1

According to Callahan. independence and self-sufti-
ciency are healthful desires, but they work to the
detriment of the elderly. How1

3. According to Sidney Callahan and Drew Christiansen
what is the only acceptable ideal of old age we
admit? ’

4. What do they prescribe as necessary tor coping witt
the inevitable changes of old age?

. What. according to Butler. is the myth of aging?
. What is “ageism™? .

Qo W

_ What does Smith plead for, above all?
8. What does Davis see as the blessing ot old age?

Essay and Discussion Questions

9. According to Sumner, what are the two attitudes
toward the aged found in various cultures?

10. What central lesson do the three cultures described
by Leaf have for us?

11. What does Leaf sug,gesf to counter the devastating
etfects ot enforced leisure?

12. What are Hochschild’s lconclusi"ons regarding integra:
tion and segregation of the elderly?

13. Why does de Beauvoir maintain that it is old age,
rather than death, that is to be contrasted with life?

14. Where does de Beauvoir see the central problem
to be?

15. Why does Engelhardt maintain that death is not med-
icine’'s enemy?

-

1. Discuss the two conflicting images of old age in
American society that emerge from the readings in this
unit.

Suggested Guidelines

—Review the newspaper article by Callahan and the
Reader selections by Butler. Smith, Davis, Hochschild.
and Sumner.

_Reflect on what. in your opinion, can help reconcile the
conflict. Consult the article by Callahan and Christiansen.

2. Callahan and Christiansen call for a cultural reorienta-
tion to remedy attitudes toward the elderly; de Beauvoir
sees the problem in a broader perspective. Write an
essay on how you view the problem and what you see
as possible approaches to a solution. :

Suggested Reading

Suggested Guidelines

—Review the selections by the above authors, noting the
reasons they give for their positions. .
—Review Leaf’s analysis.

—Consider the recommendations they make.

—Evaluate these positions and solutions.

3. Discuss ““ageism” in the light of your own attitudes
toward, preconceptions about, and prejudices against
the elderly.

Suggested Guidelines

_Consider the myths and stereotypes analyzed by
Butler. v

—Review the newspaper article and the reader selections
by Smith and Davis. '

__Reflect on what you look forward to in old age.

by, Daniel Callahan

Articles .

“Aging in the Year 2000: A Look at the Future.” Gerontologist 15
(February 1975), Part Il. Some sensible speculation on the future
of aging and aging in the future.

Christiansen, Drew. “Dignity in Aging.” Hadtings Center Repert 4
(February 1974), pp. 6-8. A discussion of the possibility of dig-
nity and self-respect in old age.

Hayflick, Leonard. “The Biology of Human Agind”  Amenun
Journal of the Medial Saences. 265 (une 1973), pp. 433-445. A

27

good survey of the present state of biological understanding of
the process of aging. .

Hess, Beth B. “Stereotypes of the Aged.” Journul of Communication
24 (Autumn 1974), pp. 76-85. An interesting survey of the
varied, and often contradictory, public images and ideas of what
it means to be aged. :

Kaplan, Jerome. “In Search of Policies for Care of the Aged.” In
Ethis of Health Cure, edited by Laurence R. Tancredi. pp. 281~
303. Washington, D.C.: National Academy of Sciences. 1974.

s
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-~ An examination of the problems of developing a national ethical
and sodial policy for the care of the aged.

Neugarten, Bemice L. "Age Groups in Amernican Society and the
Rise of the Young Old.” The Annals of the Amencun Avulemy of
Political and Social Science, 415 (September 1974), pp. 187-198. A
study of the growing social importance of the age group fifty-
five to seventy-five, those “young old” who are in good health,
educated, and politically active. :

Swenson, Wendell H. “Psychological Aspects of Aging in the
American Culture.” Pswchutric Annals 2 (November 1972). pp.
28-31, 34-35. A look at the way the elderly evaluate their
worth and role in America.

Books

Butler, Robert N. Why Survive? Bemg Ol in Amerna. New York:
Harper & Row. 1975. A comprehensive. if pessimistic. exami-
nation of the problems of growing old in America.

De Beauvoir, Simone. The ‘Coming of Age. New York: Warner

®Books, 1973. A moving. historical and philosophical study of
the meaning of aging.

Field, Minna. The Aged, the Furnily. and the Communitv. New York: |

Columbia University Press, 1972, Sée especially Chapter 4,
“Economics of Aging and Family Relationships,” pp. 34-57.
An examination of the economic status of the aging in the
United States and, in particular, a look at the impact of finan-
cial dependency.

Woodruff. Diane S.. and James E. Birren. eds. Agmng: Suenhin
Perspectives and Socal lsues. New York: Van Nostrand, 1975.
A good survey of biological, sociological. and cultural aspects
of aging.

Additional Suggestions

Recommended by Philip Rieff

Articles .

Gutinann, David. "The Premature Gerontocracy: Theories of
Aging and Death in the Youth Culture.” Sociul Research. Fall
1972 (pp. 417-419, 424-326, 442-445, 446).

Neugarten, Bernice L. "Patterns of Aging: Past, Present and
Future.” Seau! Servue Rewnere. December 1973 (pp. 574-576).
Parsons, Talcott. "The Aging in American Society.” Law and

Contemporary Problems, 1962 (pp. 29-32).

Riesman, David. “Some Clinical and Cultural Aspects of the-
Aging Process.” Amenan Journal of Seciology 59. Reprinted in
Indiwduahsm Reconsidered.  Glencoe. Hlinois: Free Press, 1954
(pp. 484-486. 489-490).

Books

Field, Minna. Aging with Honor and Dignitv.  Springfield, Ill.:

Charles C. Thomas, 1968 (pp. 86-91). A consideration of
problems of aging, with particular attention to the problems
of adult children in adjusting to the aging of their parents.

Simmons, Leo W. Role of the Aged in Primitive Sociely. New Haven,
Conn.: Yale University Press, 1945 (pp. 50-51, 61-62, 105). A
review of the anthropological literature, citing various primitive
societies in which the aged have enjoyed considerable power
and prestige.

Townsend, Peter. The Fanuly Life of OId People. London: Rout-
ledge and Kegan Paul, 1957 (pp. 252-256). The routine of
daily life of old people in the English lower-middle class is
illustrated through diary entries. :
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6. Politics: The Domestic Struggle for Power Tl

" Learning Objectives

To understand

the relation between morality and politics as conceived and practiced in America

the meaning and sigr;it'icancc ot a politics of restraint in a free society

why the problem of equality is a central concern in a democratic society

Overview

To the rest of the world, America has been, at various
times. a source of admiration or envy, emulation or frus-
tration. But at all times we have been a puzzle, mainly
because of the distinctive features of our politics. They
exhibit a peculiar combination of idealism and pragmatism,
naiveté and shrewdness, and an overriding concern for
morality. Because we are as we are,'we experience dis-
tinctive problems and dilemmas in our democracy. This
unit seeks to analyze some characteristic aspects of our
domestic politics and some of the moral issues that arise
from political action.

The newspaper article by Robert Tucker deals with the |

distinguishing feature of politics. the exercise of power
over others. The first purpose of civil society is to restram
the governed and those who govern. Power is the means
for achieving this. It is from the pursuit and exercise ot
power that the moral issues of politics arise.  Tucker
points out the relative novelty of this “politics of restraint,”
which is the beginning of constitutionalism as we know it.

‘In American society. political immorality is viewed as an

immoral use of power either as a means to personal finan-
cial gain or for the urlawtul aggrandizement of still greater
power. The first of these. venality, is the more readily
recognizable, but the second is by far the more erosive of
the foundations ot a free society.

The politics of restraint in a constitutional democracy is
intimately connected with the goals ot the political system.
The social conflicts-of the 1900s raised fundamental ques-
tions about the exercise of power and its relationship to
those goals. These are discussed in the first three Reader
selections.

John Rawls raises the question of what makes a social
order just and legitimate. In analyzing this, he asks what
standards rational and self-interested individuals, in an
original position of equal liberty. would choose for judging

an institution to be just. He concludes that two principles
would be selected. One would provide each member the
greatest liberty compatible with a like liberty for all. The
second would concern the inequalities that arise out ot the
institution’s structure, that is, out of its offices and pos-
tions, with the differences in benefits and burdens attached

to them. These inequalities must work to everyone’s ad-

vantage and the offices themselves must be open to all.
Irving Kristol eéxamines Rawls’ thesis that a social order is
just only if directed to the redress of inequalities. He re-
jects it on the basis that, while all men are created equal,
they nevertheless all remain subjected to the "natural
tyranny of the bell-shaped curve.” That 15 to say, most
people are middling to mediocre in intelligence, talent,
and abilities, with a much smaller percentage in the higher
and lower brackets. This'is a fact of nature, Kristol argues,
and it results in a natural inequality of economic and
social position. But Kristol sees something more pro-
found than social and economic factors at work; he re-
gards the search for equality in-society as a substitute for
man’s basic desire for spiritual answers to the meaning of
life. 1t is a futile attempt to transcend his middling
nature and the bourgeois society through secular means.
Michael Walzer takes issue with Kristol's position that
the present division of wealth and power is founded in
the nature of human nature. His main objection is that
there is not a sgle bell.shaped curve for deciding which
particular talents or set of "abilities entitle one to every
available social good. The question at issue is equality,
and equality, according to Walzer, requires a diversity of
principles that reflect both the evident variety of abilities
found among individuals and the different desirable social
goals. For Walzer, equality is not merely spiritual but is
very much of this world and is attainable in a just society.
From a philosophical analysis of the ends of a political
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system, we turn to a discussion of particular means to

: icular goals. Why are some ot these means considered
8 y

immoral? The newspaper article by Tucker makes the
point that in the popular: mind, poltical immmorality is
most often equated with venality. Boss Tweed 15 one of
those figures in American political history whose name is
synonomous with that torm ot corruption. amonyg others.
Jack Douglas undertakes to show that this picture 15 a one-
sided caricature of a man who was one ot the great social
analysts in American history.  Tweed knew how to bal:
ance the contlicting torces of a vanety of special interest
groups. The means ot achieving this involved wratt, pay-
offs, political tavors. and the aggrandizement of power.
But the objective ot these means was to make them ulti
mately unnecessary. Once power was sutticiently central-
ized, the mtially ungovernable contlicting torces would be
governable without resorting to such means because the
real power would be in the hands ot the governinent and
independent ot these groups.

Lincoln Stettens illustrates the thesis khdl the people get
the kind of government they deserve. According to Stet-
fens, corruption in all its torms, petty and major. is a way

of life among private atizens in their dealings with each -

other and with their government. [t is only natural that
it should be part and parcel ot political lite. Worse yet.

Steffens argues, because private moral lite is in such a sorry-

state, the moral fiber to produce needed reforms is lacking.

In our own time, Watergate has become the symbol ot
political corruption.  Archibald Cox reflects upon the
deeper, longrange forces in our moral climate that are

‘revealed in those political acts, perpetrated by individuals

and groups in our socicty. that make a Watergate possible.
He examines four cases in which people engaged in illegal
acts on the basis ot their belief that their motives and geals
were moral. He contends that in ecach case these acts
were immoral because they violated standards that must be
accepted and observed 1f a free society is to survive. How-
ever noble their ends. these individuals were not justitied

Key Concepts

in using immoral means to achieve them. While we are
not always in a position to know whether particular ends
and goals are right or wromg, Cox maintains there are
some "virtual absolutes” standards that we can apply to
judging the morality ot the means. ‘

The Commuoust Matesto is an example of the position
that the énds do justity the means when attacking the
core problem of social justice. [t maintains that one tact
1s common to all past ages, namely, the exploitation ot
one part ot soctety by the other. Only in a society purged
of such class exploitation can genuine justice emerge. To
achieve this end, violence and revolution that “sweep
away by force the old conditions” are justified.

Tucker has already pointed to some moral issues raised
by a politics of restraint. But there are different philoso-
phies of constitutional government that raise their own
moral questions. Liberalism is one such philosophy. It is
2 viewpoint that insists on the independence of the indi-
vidual and .strongly supports maximum civil liberties.
Thus it stands for limiting restraints upon individual
liberties and tor using the powers and resources of the
tederal government for achieving those social reforms that
will facilitate the exercise of those liberties. James Burn-
ham mounts an attack on modern liberalism because, in

_his judgment, it has encouraged moral relativism and
- permissiveness, divisive pluralism and group struggle. The

result, Burnham argues, has been an erosion of authority,
the only enduring and stable basis for a truly free society.

" But he sees liberalism as moribund because not only are

the social programs that it supports not working to cure
the social ills of today, they are making them worse.

The final selection by Waiter Lippmann is a defense of
the liberal philosophy. He portrays effective liberalism
as a doctrine concerned with the devélopment of law, the
definition of mutual rights and dties, and with those
restraints upon the governed and the government that
are necessary to insure a peaceful and tree egalitarian
society.

Justice: A standard that. in politial philosophy. is con-
sidered to be one of the most important tor all social and
political institutions to meet. It was Aristotle who first
pointed out the two fundamental approaches to this stand-
ard. One makes justice the summation ot all virtues of
social andd political institutions.  Thus the truly just society
is the more or less pertect one in all respects. The second.
which is the commonly accepted approach. sees justice as
but one virtue or desirable standard among many. An in-

30

stitution can be just without, at the same time, being
etficient, compassionate, benevolent, and so on. Among
philosophers. there is considerable disagreement as to the
nature or true definition of justice.

Egalitarianism: The belief in tHe equality of the worth
of all persons, regardless of social rank. An egalitarian
society is one that judges individuals by achievement and
not by birthright. The term is also used by those whose
political philosophy demands the abolition of any rank. .
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American liberalism: In its modern form, this political
philosophy began with the New Deal of the 1930s. [t
emphasizes civil liberties and equal participation in the
political process. It also stresses the responsibility ot the
government for controlling business and tor maintaining

. minimum standards of social and economic weltare and

equality of opportunity.

Bourgeoisie: [n the Marxian model. the social class com-

prising the owners ot capital and property. This dclass is

Factual Review Questions

distinguished from the proletariat, made up of the large
mass of individuals who own nothing but their labor
power. The concept ot alienation is important here. In the
Marxian view. capitalist institutions have brought about
the estrangement of the worker from his work, turning
him into an automaton. Man is subordinated to the
machine and made to feel powerless. The result is aliena-
tion. a loss vl meaning to life.

1. What. in Tucker’s view. is the central preoccupation
ot politics?

3 What raises the moral issue ot politics at its most
fundamental level?

3. How does Tucker define the primary function of
morality in politics?

4. Which two principles are involved in Rawls’ concept
of justice?

5. What does Kristol mean by the “natural tyranny of
the bell-shaped curve™

6. What does Kristol consider to be the real problem in
the search for equality?

According to Walzer. which two propositions are
involved in the detense of inequality?

Essay and Discussion Questions

8. As Walzer analyzes it. what does equality really ~
require?

9, What is Douglas’ thesis regarding Boss Tweed?

10. What fact is common to all past ages, according
to The Commumist Mantfesto?

11. What is the common thread Cox detects running
through the four cases he discusses?

12. What does Cox mean by “virtual absolutes™
13. According to Burnham, why is liberalism moribund?

14. What does Burnham consider to be the sources of
the current crises in society?

15 What are the elements of effective liberalism, accord-
ing to Lippmann?

1. Write an essay on whether or not you consider
Americans to be a nation of moralists in politics. Give
your reasons for your position.

Suggestea Guidelines

—Review Tucker’s discussion et the relation between
morality and politics

— Articulate your own view ot the role ot morality in
politics. '

_Reflect on what you consider to be immorality in
politics.

2. Compare the respective pos‘itions taken by Rawls,
Kristol, and Walzer on equality and inequality. With
which analysis or analyses do you agree, and why?

Suggested Guidelines
—_Review the selections bv Rawls. Kristol, and Walzer,

—State the central thesis in each viewpoint. 3 1
R

—Consider what you understand by equality and
inequality.

3. Give an evaluation of Cox’s central thesis tifat there
are "virtual absolutes” that must be accepted if free
men are to live together.

Suvggested Guidelines

—Reflect on the issues raised by Douglas in his Hiscussion
of the problems of governing New York. "
—Consider whether Cox’s viewpoint allows for etfective
dissent in a politics of restraint.

—Review the standards Cox lists as virtual absolutes,
and evaluate whethér they are precise enough to be
applied in almost all cases. What exceptions can you
think of?

—What is your position on the right to dissent in a free
society? ’
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Suggested Reading

N

by Robert W. Tucker

1

Articles
Thoreau, Henry David. “Civil Disobedience.” [n The Virwrim
Civil Disobedience. New "York: Twayne, 1962 pp. 325-3ad.

Books . . )

Adams, Henry. Demoonays A Newvel. New York, New American
Library, 1961. A satiric novel about the democratic process
in America. tirst published in 1380. Henry Brooks Adams
was the grandson ot President jJohn Quincy Adams.

Arendt. Hannah. Crises of the Republic. New York: Viking, 1974
A collection of four essays. See especially “Lying in Politics,”
which analyzes the Pentagon Papers case and deals with prob-
lems of public relations and image making in politics.

Boorstin, Daniel. The Gennis of Amernan Poits Chicago: Uni-
versity of Chicago Press, 1953 (especially pp. 133-100). A re-
vision of a series of public lectures delivered at the University
of Chicago, this book presents a conservative interpretation
of American political thought from the Puritans to the twen-
tieth century. .

- Goldwin, Robert A.. ed. (n Civdd Disobedience.  Chicago: Rand

McNally. 1909. A collection ot essays on civil disobedience
and the American tradition from Thoreau and Lincoln to the
present. See particularly Martin Luther King's “Lettet trom a
Birmingham Jail.”

Heidenheimer, Amold J.. ed. Politcal Corruphon. New: York: Holt,
Rinehart and Winston. 1970. A collechon of readings on poli-
tical corruption by scholars from a variety of disciplines. in-
cluding political science. anthropology. economics. history.
sociology. and law. Both Western and non-Western cultures
are analyzed.

Hofstadter, Richard. The Age ot Retorm. New York: Knopt. 1955,
A Pulitzer Prize-winning account ot the Populist-Progressive
tradition in American political thought from 1890-1940.

Lindsay. A.D. The Mudern Democrate State. Oxford: Oxford Uni-
versity Press. 1947, A study of the modern democratic states
that arose in Western Europe. Great Britain. and the United
States in the nineteenth century. It includes an analysis of
the relationship between morality and the political system.

Machiavelli. Niccolo. The Prmee. New York: Penguin, -1961.
Written in 1513 and published in 1532, this classic work ar-
gues that a ruler may use any means necessary to defeat his
enemies and secure obedience from his subjects.

Niebuhr, Reinhold.  Moral Man and Immora! Seaety New York:
Scribner’s, 1932, This study by a famous twenteth-century
Christian theologian includes an analysis of power, justice. and
love and of the relationship of the individual to the state.

Riordan, William S. Plunkett ot Tammuany Hall. New York: Dut-
ton, 1963. An account cf the former New York City mayor
and boss of Tammany Hall.

32

"Kirk, Russell. “The Persistence of Political Corruption.”

Ruossiter, Clinton. Seedttme of the Republic. New York: Harcourt,
Brace and World. 1953 tespecially pp. 320-3449). This book
traces the origin and development ot the American tradition
ot political liberty. .

Sussman, Barry. The Great Cover-up. New York: New American
Library, 1974. An account of the Watergate aftair, from the
time of the break-in to Nixon's resignation. by the city editor
of the Washmgten Post. Sussman was the immediate supervisor
‘ot the Woodward-Bernstein investigative team.

Tawney, R. H. Epailitv. New York: Barnes & Noble, 1964.
Writterr in 1931, this book by the British historian and social
philosopher argues tor a more equitable society based on the
Fabian Society’s democratic socialism. '

Warren, Robert Penn. Al the Kmg's Men. New York: Harcourt,
Brace and World. 1946. A powerful novel about a Southern
demagogue whose career parallels in some respects that of
Huey Long.

Additional Suggestions

Recummendea by Philip Rieft

Articles

Friedman. Milton. “Economic Myths and Public Opinion.”
The Alternative, January 1976 (pp. 8-9).

Genovese, Eugene D. “The Fortunes of the Left.” Nutonal Re-
wew, December 1970 (pp. 1260-1270).

Center

Mugazme. January/February 1974 (pp. 2-3). :

“Notes on Watergate One Year Later.” Monthly Review. May
1974 (pp. 1-6). ’

Russell. W.M.S. “The Wild Ones.”
1964 (pp. 710-711).

Wolfinger, Raymond E.  “Why Political Machines Have Not
Withered Away and Other Revisionist Thoughts.” fourizal of
Polihes. May 1972 (pp. 374-376, 383-385, 389-390, 195-398).

The Listener, November 5,

Books

Hayek. Friedrich. The Road to Sertdom. Chicago: University of
Chicago Press, 1944. ..

Morison, Samuel Eliot. The Oxford History of the Ameran People.
New York: Oxford University Press, 1965 (pp. 426-427,
490-491, 736-737). These pages trace the development of
the spoils system in American history.
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7. Politics: The International Struggle for Power

4
Learning Gbjectives

" To.understand

the moral issues that arise because ot the role of force in international relations

the alternatives to force and their prospects for creating a new international order .

the prospects for the future of America’s role in international politics

the significance of toreign policy tor domestic politics

"~ Overview

The late Dean Acheson, President Truman'’s secretary of |

state, once remarked that it is a tricky business to intro-
duce morality into foreign affairs. It this was the case
some thirty years ago, it is even more so now. The last
three decades have produced changes in the international
scene that have had far-reaching politicoeconomic implica-
tions throughout the world and for the American domes-
tic scene. ) _

The end of World War il saw the emergence of the
Soviet Union and the United States as the two super-
powers of the world. and much of American foreign
policy for the twenty-five years after the war was based
on a policy of containment of the communist world.
Containment was grounded on both a realistic conception”
that our interests could not be protected in a communist-
dominated world and an idealistic conception of the
moral superiority of Western democracy.

These same decades witnessed the emergence of new
nations from colonial states. injecting a new dimension
into world politics. These generally underdeveloped na:
tions, the so-called Third World, turned to both the West

- and the Soviets in pursuit of their goal ot economic devel:
opment. Their underdeveloped status vis-a-vis the indus-
trialized nations has resulted in the principle that “need
creates right,” a moral demand to rectify sociopolitical
inequalities. The influence of the Third World countries
in world politics is now. greater than ever, in part because
of their sheer numbers and in part because of their valu-
able resources, which are vital to today’s interdependent
world. The recent oil embargo by the Oil Producing
and Exporting Countries (OPEC) was a painful reminder
of our economic interdependence and of its impact on
foreign policy formulation. ‘

~ American involvement in Vietnam was a great blow to
our moral leadership. The military and economic commit-
ments it demanded, the policies and politics upon which
it was based. the religious fervor with which it was de-
fended, all exemplified the double aspect of America’s

foreign policy. On the one hand, there was our single-
minded idealism in defense of democracy as we conceived
it: on the:other, there was the fact that we were pursuing
our own self-interests, both political and economic. - The
cost of this was not to be reckoned only in terms of
money and lives lost, but also in terms of what it did to
American morale. Very importantly it raised funda-
mental moral issues regarding the ends and means of our
foreign policy as well as questions regarding the exercise
of force, both at home and abroad. . i
The Nixon Doctrine of 1970, which took the position
that “the postwar period i1 international relations has

~ ended,” changed our diploinatic policies with regard to

Russia and China. Detente, the lessening of tensions
between opposing powers, exemplified our new policy.
But this did not mean a weakening of our defense posture.
Our foicign policy today is a source of great contention
and was one of the most hotly debated issues of the
1976 presidential campaign. " _

This unit explores and explains some of the very real -
problems that stand in the way of developing that moral
vision that will enable us, as a nation, to cope ‘with the
moral dimensions of these new international realities.
Manv of the authors suggest that this new vision must be
such that it will give us a renewed credibility with the
rest of the world and enable us to regain our self-confi-
dence and self-respect.

Robert Tucker's newspaper article and the first Reader
selection by Tucker analyze the new international egali-
tarianism and the principle of self-help it expresses. He *
points out that these concepts, enunciating the sovereign
right of the state to determine its own legitimate interests
and to pursue them as it sees fit, raise the moral issue at
its most basic level—the employment of force as a means
to foster and defend these interests. And because in a
threatening and threatened world the citizenry.is more
and more dependent on the state for security, the state
can often command an almost blind allegiance and loyalty.

26 3 3
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of force as a means ot statecratt.
“war is something with which the twentieth century is

[y

In a nuclear age when even so-called small wars can pre-
sent a danger to the world, the pursuit of security raises
the issue of the moral limits to the means that a statesman
may employ on behalf of a nation’s vital interests.
Richard Bamet discusses the problem of the terms on

which America is to be involved in the international
'system He claims that isolationism as a policy is not vi-

able on either moral or self-interest grounds. Our. present
foreign policy still reflects resistance to anything that
might undermine the maintenance of our old economic
and military position. But this is a self-defeating policy

in an increasingly. interdependent world, according to .

Barnet, because in many instances it has protected special
interests and not the common good.

Hans Morgenthau discusses the etfects of these new
political realities in terms of their historical development.
His claim is that America has declined both in power and
credibility. Our world leadership was largely the result
of the decline of the other Western powers and our devel-
opment of military might. Curiously. though, the main
reason for developing this might, the threat of com-
munism, became an obsession that led us to support pol-
icies that undermined our moral position vis-a-vis the
Third World.. Tucker has pointed out that these coun-
tries are victims of a logical inconsistency in their insis-
tence upon the principle of self-help while at the same
time they demand economic aid from us as their right.
that as it may, this does not excuse us, in Morgenthau's
view, from developing a new moral vision that takes

into account the new realities and also fosters a greater
_international cooperation and concern.

Joseph Kraft calls for something more modest. What he

claims we need is not primarily a new vision but a ‘greater -

sense of realism regarding our capacities both of will and

. resources to live up to the hopes we are already holding

out to the rest of the world. To raise false hopes, Kraﬂ
argues, is as criminal a$ not raising any.

Several of the above discussions have dealt with the use
Certainly, the reality of

all too familiar. Is war necessary? Is it inevitable? Re-
flection upon such fundamental questions are indispensible
if we are to understand the moral probléms connected
with the use of force and what can realistically be done
about them.

In 1966 Konrad Lorenz, a prominent scholar in tHe field
of animal behavior, published a book titled On Aggression,
in which he defended the thesis that human aggression is
due to an innate instinct, something part and parcel of
human nature. The controversy surrounding this thesis
is still going on.

This theory of a biological basis for human aggression
had been defended in the 1920s by Sigmund Freud.

34
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" Tucker articulates the reasons for this.

While Freud had originally considered sexuality and self-
preservation to be the two dominant instincts in man, he
later recognized a new dichotomy or paired opposition.
This he stated in terms of life instincts and death instincts.
It is because of this death instinct, rooted in the human
organism, that man is under the sway of an impulse to
destroy either himself or others. This destructive tendency
does not have to be triggered by'an external stimulus or’
cause. Rather, it springs trom an internal, ever-flowing
fount ot energy. Freud does suggest that the force of this
death instinct can e reduced by the strengthening of
human ties through love and by the growth of culture.

Evidence from the science of anthropology has played .
a prominent role in the arguments against Freud’s thesis.
In the next article. Bronislaw Malinowski claims that this
evidence supports the thesis that all types of fighting are
culturally determined responses. They depend, in the first
place, on the gradual development of both economic and
social reasons that. will lead one group to exploit another
and, in the second place, on the development of an effec-
tive organization to carry out and profit from the exploita-
tion. If making war were a necessary aspect of human
nature, that is, one necessary for man’s evolution and sur-
vival, then there would be evidence of it from man’s ear-
liest beginnings. But such evidence is lacking, Mahnowskl
claims.

However, this does not mean that man will not con-
tinue to make war and to employ force in the pursuit of
ends. The next selection by Robert Osgood and Robert
Given the ends
that men and nations actually seek, force must remain an
essential means of pursuing them. After all other
methods fail, it alone is ultimate. And without force as a
deterrent, vital interests would never be secure. Security
itself is a complex thing, requiring diplomatic, economic,
and moral force as well as military power. Is there a
noble alternative to forcel There is under one condition:
namely, that men turn away from the goals they actually
seek and desire instead goals that do not demand force.
But this calls for nothing less than the moral transforma-
tion of man, according to Osgaod and Tucker. _

This unit concludes with a reflection by Reinhold
Niebuhr on the selfishness of rations. He claims this self-

‘centeredness results from a lack. of the physical and spirit-

ual contact with other peoples that is necessary for the
development of our moral sensibilities. And given the
nature of the state that molds its citizens into a corporate
unity more through force and human emotions than
through reason, an effective self-control attitude so neces-
sary for moral vision is hindered from developing. In
Niebuhr’s view, the prospects {or the growth of -a global
consciousness and global conscience are dim.
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Key Concepts

Self-help: A principle that states it is the right of the state
to determine what its legitimate interests are, what threat-
ens them, and what measures it may employ to protect
them. : ‘

Egalitarianism: In this context, the belief in: the sovereign
equality of states that gives each state the unrestricted
right of political, economic, and social selt-determination.

Third World: The term for the generally underdeveloped
countries in Asia, Afri;a, and Latin America.

Factual Review Questions

Isolationism: The policy of maintaining a state’s sover-

cignty and vital political, economic. and social interests

without entering into alliances. involving rights and obli-
gations, with other states.

Force: Any coercive pressure, usually of a violent kind,
brought to bear on another with the intention of securing
desired goals. If the coercicn is nonviolent, the term moral
force is used.

1 According to Tucker, what three conditions create a
moral problem for international society?

2. What are the chief characteristics of the new interna-
tional egalitarianism, as Tucker descnbes it?

3. What does Barnet think is the central issue regarding
America’s role in world affairs?

4. As Morgenihad sees it. why did the American com-
mitment to anticommunism fail on both moral and
political grounds?

5. What points to the moral exhaustion of the West,
according to Morgenthau?

6. What does Kraft mean by “Wilsonian diplomacy,” and
why is ke opposed to it?

S
7. What is the ultimate reason for war, in Freud's theory?

3

Essay and Discussion Questions

8. What does Freud think can help decrease the likeli-
hood of war? '

9. Why does Malinowski reject biological theories of
aggression?

10. What is Malinowski’s definition of war?

11. According to Osgood and Tucker, why is force
essential to international politics?

12. Why is force justified, according to Osgood and
Tucker?

13. Why do major powers feel compelled to protect their
territory ‘at places beyond their boundaries?

14. What does Niebuhr judge to be the basis and reason
for the selfishness of nations?

15. Why does nationalism make the developmeni of
ethical attitudes difficult, if not impossible?

1. Discuss T'u'cker’s analysis of modern egélitarianism
and your understanding of the problems it involves for
arriving at a stable international order.

Suggested Guidelines
—Review Tucker’s newspaper article and his analysis of the
principle of self-help.

— Analyze the claims found in the first Reader selection by
Tucker,

—Consider Barnet's position on international involvement.

What objection does it make to the isolationism that reli-

ance on force seems to imply?

35
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—Reflect on what you consider necessary in the present
circumstances for a stable world order.

2. Discuss the notion that “need creates right” in re-
gard to America’s relations to Third World countries.
What stance do you think we should take toward

these countries, especially with regard to economic aid?

Suggested Guidelines

—Review Tucker’s discussion of egalitarianism.
——Consider the points raised by Morgenthau with regard
to our position vis-a-vis the Third World.



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

>

—Reflect on Kraft's position about raising false hopes
among these countries.

—~Formulate guidelines you think are moral in dealing
with underdeveloped countries. .

. Détente is our current approach toward our rela-
tions with the Soviet Union. Discuss your understand-
ing of this policy and give your evaluation of it in
light of the readings in this unit. '

. Suggested Reading

Suggested Guidelines

—Consider what Morgenthau has to say about the politi-
cal and moral failuré of our anticommunist policy.
—Review Tucker’s discussion of force and the balance of
power.

—Qutline what you consider to be the objections of
détente and evaluate how viable you consider them to
be in the light of the present realities.

by Robert W. Tucker

Articles -

Kennan, George F. “Foreign Policy and Christian Conscience.”
Atlantic Monthly, May 1959,

Morgenthau, Hans . “Love and Power.”
1902

Oppenheimer, |. Robert. “In the Keeping of Unreason.”
of the Atomic Suienhists, January 1960.

Wight, Martin. “Why Is There No International Theory?” In
Diplomutic Inveshgution. edited by Herbert Butterfield and Mar-
tin Wight. pp. 24-34. Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard Unlvcmry
Press. 1960.

Commentury, March

Bidlehn

" Books

Butterfield. Herbert.  Histerv and Human Reluhon.  London:
Collins, 1951. A series of essays on history and histonography
by the well-known professor of modern history at Cambridge
University. See particularly the essay. “The Tragic Element
in Modern Internatigpal Conflict.”

Carr, E. H. The Twrnﬂﬁ’mn Crists, 19]9-1939. London: Mac-
millan, 1949. An overview of the diplomatic crises of the

interwar years and of the confrontation between the major’

ideological blocs of capitalism, fascism, and socialism.

Goldwin, Robert A., ed. Reudings m Ameran Foregn Poluy. 2nd
ed. New York: Oxford University Press, 1971. A collection
of historical and contemporary sources on a wide range of
problems involved in the conduct of Amencan foreign policy.
The essays deal with both the philosophic foundations and the
practical applications of our international stance and diplo-
macy.-

Kennan, George F. Reahtes of American Foreign Polivu. Princeton,
N.J.: Princeton University Press, 1954. A series of four inter-
pretative lectures by a noted American diplomat on how the
conduct of foreign relations ought to be conceived and how
we can best achieve our objectives of containment and liber-
ation.
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Osgood. Robert E:, and Robert W. Tucker. Force, Order and Jus-
hee. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1967. The
role and rationale of force in today’s international order.

Thucydides. Historv of the Peloponnesian War. Translated by Rex
Warner. London: Penguin Books. 1954, An account of the
wars between the ancient Greek citystates of Spatta and
Athens during the fifth century B.c. See Book 5, Ch. 8. “The
Melian Debate,” pp. 358-366.

Weldon, T.D. Swtes und Morals: A Shedy in Pohhml Conflicts. New
York, 1947 (pp. 216-280), A study of the ideological differ-
ences between states and the necessity of statesmanship in
international affairs in order to avoid conflict.

Additional Suggestions

Recommended by Philip Rieff

Articles )

Aron, Raymdnd. “The Anarchical Order of Power.”
Spring 1966 (pp. 479-480, 483-485).

“A Reply to Solzhenitzyn.” Encounter. September 1975
Pp. 59-60). .

Avinieri, Shlomo. “An Exchange on Mideast Guarantees.” Foreign
Policv. Winter 19751976 (pp. 214-217).

cLaquer, ‘Walter, “Fascism—The Second Coming.”
February 1976 (pp. 59-62).

Walzer, Michael. “Political Action: The Problem of Dirty
Hands.” Philosophy and Public Attairs, Winter 1973 (pp. 161-162,
174-180).

Zorza, Victor. "Ping-Pong Phllosophy Is Revnsed The Guardian,
June 30, 1966 (p. 11).

Duandalus,

Commenturv.
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8. Law and Morality

Learning Objectives

To understand ’
the bases for the relationship hchvccn"law and morality
the limits of that relationship

the argu.menks for and against il disobedience

the issue and problems of iewislating morality

Overview

The late chief justice of the Supreme Court, Earl- Warren.
stated that “in civilized life, law tloats in a sea of ethics.
Each is indispensible to civilization. Without law we
should be at the mercy of the least scrupulous; without
ethics law could not exist. Without ethical consciousnest
in most people, lawlessness would be rampant.”

This unit deals with the questions and problems that
arise because of the bond that exists between law and

~ morals. On what is that bond based? What justifies it?

We presuppose that each is indispensible to democracy
s we understand it and practice it. But what does this
imply for the individual’s freedoms and obligations in our
democracy? Law protects society and the individual, but
what is included in its scope in the exercise of this func-
tion? Are private morals, tor example. subject to law? In
the name of ethical consciousness, may one discbey the
law? .

Warren stated that without ethics, law could not exist,
Particular laws are rules. Some of them are legal prohibi:
tions for moral injunctions, for example, the law prohibit-
ing murder; others. like traffic rules. are not. But must
the system as a whole fulfill certain standards if it is to be
considered a morally binding one. imposing a moral obli-
gation of obedience?

These questions are important in themselves as theo-
retical issues. But they are more than that. for there is a
clear recognition of a crisis of law and morality in Amer-
ica today. This crisis has come about because of civil
disobedience, societal and individual violence, and indivi-
dual and institutional lawlessness. Several years ago. in
1971, the Association of the Bar of the City of New York
chose as the theme of its centennial proceedings the topic

“Is Law Dead?” The issues raised in this unit help clarify
some of the problems that make such a question possible
and some of the reasons for resolving it in favor of the
preservation of law.

The newspaper article by Lon Fuller makes the point
that. though law and morality regulate human interaction,
not everything can be. decided by legal or moral principles.
Nevertheless, the examples Fuller gives seem to indicate
that in any particular situation calling for decision or the-
application of a standard, a sense of respensibility should
be operative. With regard to the formation of a legal”
system as a whole, Fuller argues in his selection in the
Reader that there are standards it must fulfill if it is to be
a2 moral one, that is, one that imposes a moral obligation
of obedience. These standards not only constitute the
moral grounds of a legal system, they also make' it pos-
sible for both citizen and government to be law abiding.
This is because they establish mutual expectations for
rights and duties. 1f this bond of reciproxity is broken,
if there is a total failure in-any one of the essential
norms Fuller describes, the citizen has no moral obligation
to obey the law. :

One of the standards Fuller requires is that the law
should not demand the impossible. Elsewhere in the
chapter in Fuller’s book from which this selection is ex-
cerpted, he observes that “our notions of what is in fact
impossible may be determined by presuppositions about
the naturé of man and the universe.” This observation,
1 believe, raises serious questions about the extent of the
citizen’s obligation to obey the law. Suppose one were
to say that to obey a particular law is not possible because,
for example, “it is impossible for me to violate my con-
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sdence; it is impossible for me to choose the law of man
over the law of Cod.- it is impossible for me to condone
immoral actior s.

In Unit 6, Archibald Cox dmuw:s four cases in which
such appeals to individual conscience were made. and in
which individuals claimed a moral right to disobey the law.
These were appeals precisely to that ethical consciousness
in Justice Warrens words, lawlessness
would be rampant. The next three selections of this

unit deal with this vexing question of civil disobedience.
Eugene Rostow analyzes both the basis for the claim
that civil disobedience is justifiable and the reciprocal
issue of the righttul obligation of the citizen to the liberal
society in which he chooses to live. The operative word
here is fiberal. In this context, a liberal society is a democ-
racy based on. consent: the individual agrees to obey the
laws of the state, under the principle of majority rule,
. where, as an adult, he has freely decided ta live. In such
“a society, the individual is granted the widest personal
freedom and moral autonomy compatible with the preser

vation of that society. And it is the consent of the gov-

- erned that is the source of the state’s authority. Arguing
that the United States is a constitutional democracy based

. 6n consent, Rostow takes the position that no right to

civil disobedience can or should be acknowledged. tor a
free society is possible only where agreed restraints on
freedom are duly accepted and observed.

The case for the right of civil disobedience is argued
by Robert Wolff. His defense is based on a rejection of
the concept of e jure authority, or the nght to command

_and to be disobeyed. Of course, in our society de fucto au-

thority is operative; that is, tHe state’s claim is accepted.
But this is because individuals have not yet overcome the
almost superstitious hold that authority has over them.
Wolff states that the theory of democracy can be ex
pressed in the proposition that “only a state founded upor

the consent of the governed has e jure. legitimate author-

ity.” He concludes this theory is wrong because .it is
necessarily based on majority rule, which denies the auto-
nomy of the individual. He takes the position of philo-
sophical anarchism: Each individual must make himself
the author of his actions and take responsibility tor them.
The only way to preserve this automony would be by
unanimous decisions, and that is a practical impossibility.
A dramatic illustration of the pros and cons of the legi-
timacy of civil disobedience follows in the scene from the
play The Trial of the Cutonsville Nine. The names of the Ber-
rigan brothers, Philip and Daniel, are well known from
their imprisonment. In the interchange given here. it is
not the motives of the defendants that are in question,
but their actions: the destruction of Selective Service rec:

~
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ords. They defend their actions with the appeal to con-
science and to a higher law to which they are bound—the
law of love and justice. For them the act itself is not
important; its meaning is. and that meaning is a protest
against what is immoral and illegal, and it is an expression
of the law of love and justice. -~

Next we turn to another aspect of the relation between
morality and the law, namely, whether morality should
be or even can be legislated. The selections by Lord
Patrick Deviin and H.L. A" Hart concern the question of
sexual morality. '

Even if one were to argue that majority opinion regards
homosexuality, prostitution, adultery, and the publication
ot pornography as immoral, the question rematns as to
whether these matters should also be regarded as criminal
acts, subject to the restraints of law and to its punishments.

Lord Devlin defends the position that society has the
right to pass judgment on moral matters by making laws
and attaching punishments for their violation. He argues
that there are some moral slandards that are a part of a
society’s structure, and their violation cannot be tolerated. -
Devlin asserts that tor a society to maintain its existence,
some moral conformity, some shared moral values are
essential. A society has the right to protect its survival
and therefore to insist on conformity to these shared
moral values. If one grants this premise, one must grant
society the right to enforce laws protecting these shared
moral values in the same way it does in other matters
vital to its existence.

Hart responds that Lord Devlin's position is not sound
because it rests upon a confused conception of what a
society is. In the light of the conventional meaning of a
society, it surely is absurd, according to Hart, to suggest
that every practice the society considers profoundly im-
moral threatens its survival. Moreover, there is no histor-
ical evidence for this proposition. And even if one were
to accept Lord Devlin’s artificial definition of a Society,
why must the moral status quo be necessarily preserved?
Why can’it not change, perhaps for the better?

Shirley Letwin discusses what. she considers the cause
of the confusion about the relation of law and morality.
To her, the question in the debate that is going on is im-
properly framed in terms of a conflict between individual
morality and communal morality, individual liberty and
the law. What this shows is a basic confusion about the
nature of law. One must realize, she maintains, that
there are two commitments involved in the notion of
community: The first is a commitment to the preservation
of the civil association that is the essence of community;
and the second is a commitment to the preservation of the -.
particular character peculiar to that association. And both
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of these commitments are moral. They involve the notion
that the shared lte 1 community requires a comman
authority and a cansensus concerming what 15 just and

right. proper and titbng. Fhe bady ot faws adapted by o

society is, among other things an expression ot what a
society considers itselt to beoor it twotold commitment.
[t partakes intrinsically ot the. moral character ot that
conmitted vision.

In the last selection by lohn Silber we are reninded

Key Concepts

ance again of Warren's statement that “without law we
should be at the mercy of the least scrupulous.”  Silber
analyzes an excerpt tron Robert Bolt's play, A Man for
At Sewons. This is the story of Sir Thomas More, the
Lord High Chancellar ot England, and his confrontation
with Henry VIIL.  In the scene depicted. Sir Thomas
detends the sovereign position ot the law in society.
Despite its shortcomings. it iy a most valued sateguard
apainst the vagaries ot individual moral judgment and the
tvranny ot power. '

Liberal society: As used here. reters to a democracy based
on consent. in which the individual agrees to obey the laws
of the state, under the principle of majority rule. where. as
an adult, he has treely decided to live.  This notion ot
democracy allows tor the widest possible personal freedom
and moral autonomy compatible with,the maintaining ot
the society. The source of the state’s authority is the
consent of the governed.

Authority: De jure—the right to command and to be
obeyed. De facto—the ability to get this laim to such
a right accepted by those agamnst whom it is asserted.

Philosophical anarchism: The position that rejects the
claint of J state that it has the right to command and that
its subjects have a binding moral obligation to abey. Tosi:

Factual Review Questions

tively. this position espouses individual autonomy, the right
of each individual to act solely on the basis of reasons he
can see and accept for himself to be good.

Civil disobedience: The challenging of the state’s author-
ity by deliberate acts of omission or commission that vio-
late a statute or law. Traditionally, civil disobedience was
seen in the context of the individual's conscience as pitted

_against the power and authority of the state. Personal

convictions are given as reason for the disobedience.
More recently, however, civil disobedience has also been
seen as a societal and social phenomenon. Organized
groups and sometimes whole segments of society engage
in protests and actions directed against the legitimacy
of the state’s authority and in expressing a rejection of it.

1. What does Fuller mean by the bond of reciprocity”
between citizers and government?

2. VWhat is the major prenuse ot Rostow’s angument tor
the obligation tq abey valid law?

1 Why according ta Rostow, s there no treedom with

out responsibility?
3 What does Woltt mean by philosophical anarchism™?
5 What o the basis of Wolft's argument in tavor of it?

0. What i the central point at the detense in [ Trad of
the Catonsvtlle Nae”

_What is the central argument ot the prosecution?

3. What position does Lord Devlin defend?

o, What is Devlin's main argument in detense of this
position? -~ )

10. Why does Hart claim that Devlin's argument is not
sound?

11. What position does Hart defend?

12. W.hat is the source of the confusion that Letwin sees
in the debate on the relation between law and morals?

13, Why does Letwin claim that our understanding of
what it means to be “civil” includes a morality?

11, What does Thomas More mean by "I know what's
legal. not what's right™?

15. Why does More choose what's legal?
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 Essay and Discussion Questions

1. In your opinion, is civil disobedience ever justified?
Argue for the position you take.

Suggested Guidelines )

—Review the positions taken by Rostow and Woltt.
"—Evaluate the argument 1n tavor of civil disobedience in
Berrigan’s play. Compare this with the position of Cox
in Unit 6.

—Reflect on whether there is any issue or cause that could
lead you to engage in civil disobedience.

2. Compare Lord Devlin’s defense of the enforcement
of morals with Hart's rejection of it. Which position
do you suppor\ and why?

Suggested Guidelines
—Review the arguments pro and con in the two relevant
articles.

Suggested Reading

—Analyze Letwin’s position. Which of the two sides do
you think it seems to support?

—Reflect on Cox’s argument in Unit o in favor of “virtual
absolutes.” Does it.apply in this question?

3. Should all able adult citizens be required by law to
vote in major state and federal elections? Discuss the
pros and cons of this issue. Give your own answer
and your reasons for it.

Suggested Guidelines

—Consider Rostow'’s description of a liberal society and
what, if anything, it implies regarding citizen participation.
—Consider Wolff's objections to the theory of democracy.
—Review Letwin’s notion of civic commitment.

.
.

by Lon L. Fuller

Durkheim, Emile. Professionsl Etues wnd Cron: Aorils. Trarslated by
Cormelia Brookefield. Glencoe. lll.: Free Press. 1958, A discus-
sion of the topic of civic morality by the French sociologist.

Fuller, Lon L. The Morality of Lise* 2nd ed. New Haven. Conn.:
Yale University Press, 1969. An analysis of the relation be-
tween law and morality with attention to both the nature of
morality and the aims of the law. The discussion is enlivened
by the use of anecdotes.

Golding, Martin P., ed. The Nutwe of Luw. New York: Random
-House, 1966. A collection of readings in legal philosophy.
See particularly the chapters, "Natural Law” and “Legal
Positivism.”

Gorecki. Jan, ed. Suvdicwogy and Jursprudence of Leon Patrazucke. Ur-
bana, 1ll.: University ot lilinois Press. 1975. A collection of
essays on Patrazycki. The two most relevant are by Denzin.
“Interaction, Law and Morality.” and Ossowska, “Moral and
Legal Norms.”

Leiser. Burton M. Custom, Lz and Moralitu. Garden City. N.Y.:
Anchor Books, 1969, An introduction to problems in the
philosophy of law.

Piaget, Jean. The' Muoral Judgment of the Child. Translated by Mar-
jorie Gabain. New York: Free Press. 1965. An analysis of
the moral development of children. See particularly Chapter I,
“The Rules of the Game.” and Chapter IV} “The Two Morali-
ties of the Child and Types of Social Relations.”

Rawls. John. A Theorv of Justie. Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard
University Press. 1971. Rawls presents a substantive theory
of justice that is an alternative to traditional utilitarianism
He sets forth his principles of justice and proceeds to a discus
sion of such matters as the limits to majority rule, the justifi
cation of civil disobedience, the toleration of intolerance. ana
so on.
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Rostow, Eugene V.. ed. Is Law Deaul? New York: Simon and
Schuster, 1971. A wide-ranging collection of essays dis-
cussing the aims of our legal system and its adequacy for
meeting the demands of our changing society.

Seagle, William. The Quest for Law. New York: Knopf, 1941.
A cultural history of the law in action. See especially the
entries in the index under "Morals and Law.”

Additional Suggestions .

Recommended by Philip Rieff

Articles

Cahn, Edmund N. “Freedom, Order and Law.” New Yok Univer-
sty Lz Reveew. January 1948 (pp. 58-01).

Dworkin, Ronald. “Lord Devlin and the Enforcement of Morals.”
Yule L Jornal, May 1960 (pp. 987-997, 1000-1002).

Kadish, Sanford H. “The Cnisis of Overcriminalization.” The An-
nads of the American Acadeny of Pohtcal wnd Soaal Saene, Novem-
ber 1967 (pp. 159-163, 169-170).

Books

Gert, Bernard. The Moral Rules. New York: Harper & Row,
1966; Harper Torchbooks, 1973 (pp. 114-115, 117-120). A
contemporary moral argument for obedience to the law.

Plato. Cnto. Translated by Benjamin Jowett (pp. 48-54). Plato’s
dramatic account of Socrates’ reasons for obeying the law even
though it meant an unjustified death sentence.
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9. Crime and Punishment

Learning Objectives

To understand

Pt ]
the moral issues involved in the question of punishment for crime ~

the arguments for and against the need, utility, and justification of punishment

the issues involved in the debate on capital punishment

punishment and the penal system, its effects and defects

Overview

Many observers note that Americans are fascinated by
crime. The popularity of television shows about detec-
tives, private. investigators, special crime prevention forces,
and reformed criminals is adduced as evidence. And, it
is said, those willing to admit it will often confess to root-
ing for. the criminal to succeed in getting away with a
crime, especially if it is the Robin Hood variety and/or
carried out with cleverness and style.

The recent case of a convicted murderer who was de-
manding the right to have the court-imposed verdict of
execution carried out as stipulated commanded national
media coverage for weeks. There were those who volun-
teerea to e on the tiring squad and there were those who
against the convicted murderer’s wishes, were trying to
prevent his execution. .

Whatever those attitudes reveal about the American
psyche in general, there is no gainsaying the fact that in
our society today the issue of crime and punishment is a
heated topic of debate. Many people find our big cities
almost unlivable because of the rising crime rate and the
violence. Before 1965 this country averaged between
7.000 and 9.000 murders a year. Since then the number
has risen to over 20.000. The cost of maintaining. oyr
present prisonpopulation and of providing-expanded faci-
lities for almost 400.006-immiates equals the annual budget
of ‘most small countries. California, a state considered to
be one of the most enlightened in regard to the penal
system, spent an average of $6,000 a year per inmate.
The cost of police protection and other forms of crime
prevention is also staggefing. Clearly something must be
done about crime. But what should we do, and how do
we go about doing it? o

This unit examines some of the approaches to the vex-
ing questions of the causes and proposed remedies of

crime. It asks whether these causes are to be found in
poverty, alienation, or other breakdowns. of social insti-
tutions, or whether they are to be found in human nature,
which is innately defiant and deviant. Is our system of
justice top lax in imposing punishments with swiftness
and sureness? Are offenders. literally getting away with
murder because society refuses to use the only effective
deterrent it has—capital punishment?

One way or another, all these issues involve the moral
dimensions of punishment of the criminal. Punishment is
moral if it serves moral purposes, Are the purposes it
actuaily serves in our societv moral ones?

The newspaper article by Ernest van den Haag defends
the position that punishment is a justifiable necessity in a
society governed by law. Because man is by nature a de:
fiant creature, punishment is needed as a deterrent to his
defiance and violation of the law. This is especially true
when such behavior is profitable. While the magnitude
of the threatened punishment and, the probability of suf-
fering it are only two among the many factors that deter
people from crime, van den Haag argues, they are factors
that we can control. Studies show that punishment that is

- certain, meted out with regularity, and appropriate to the

seriousness of the crime can significantly reduce the crime
rate.

Does this mean that the most extreme punishment—the
death penaltv—is justified? On June 2, 1967 the last exe:
cution in this country ot a convicted murderer took place
in Colorado. ALl this writing, there are 418 men and 5
women on death row in prisans throughout this country.
Of the 3,859 prisoners cxecuted since 1930, the majority
have been black and/or poor. A recent Gallup poll shows
that 57 percent of the populace approves of capital punish-
ment. On December 13, 1976 the Supreme Court cleared
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the way for the execution of convicted murderer Gary
Gilmore, the man who has demanded to die. These are
facts and statistics: what are the issues involved in capital
punishment? This is the subject of the next three selec:
tions.

Van den Haag takes the view in his Reader article that

the death penalty is justified (moral) as a deterrent to
murder. He argues that by applying the death penalty
we might save further innocent victims of murder.
Though it cannot be proven that the death penalty is
more of a deterrent than other possible alternatives. it is a
justified risk because by employing it we might avoid the
risk of the deaths of future innocent victims.

David Conway analyzes van den Haags wager argu-
ment. He argues that the question is put in terms of
which risk one preters—risking the lives of criminals or
the lives of victims. But this is misleading, he maintains.
The lives of criminals are taken, not risked. The real
problem here is that this wtal taking of lives is not bal-
anced against the poswibility that lives will be saved. There
is no infallible proof of the deterrent effect ot capital
punishment that might warrant gambling with human
lives.

Next follows a reflection-on capital punishment by Al-
bert Camus. He argues that the death penalty in our
civilization cannot be justitied because we have lost all

" possible rational defense for it. We have abandoned re-

ligious values and that belief in eternal life in the next
world that views death not as a finalitv, but as a trans-
formation to another life. According to Camus. God re-

" mains the only judge ot the human heart: who among us

is so free of guilt that he has thc moral rectitude to arro-
gate the role of ultimate judge over the lite of another?
What right has society to deny to any individual. as long
as he lives, his natural right to make amends?

In the next selection, Karl Menninger gives a psycho-
therapist's perspective of society’s need to condemn and
punish. He proposes a theory in terms of the “scapegoat.”
In the Old Testament, on the Day ot Atonement, the high
priest cleansed the people of sin by a ritual: The sins of
the people were imposed upon the head ot a goat. who

~as then driven into the wilderness with this symbolic
burden ot sin and guilt. According to Menninger, our
society, too, enacts a secular version of this rite. The
criminal embodies for us our sins and guilts, actual and
fantasized. By pointing the accusing finger at him and
pronouncing a condemnation, we insure our own sense of
personal rightecusness in our own eyes and in those of
others.

Whatever the source of this need to punish and how-
ever the need is interpreted, there does exist a very real
penal system in America, geared to sequester the criminal
from society and to punish him. Garry Wills, asks what
we think we are accomplishing with it. If it is\ meant to
deter crime or rehabilitate the criminal, we are failing
miserably. [f it is revenge we are seeking, we doinot even
achieve that in any clear-cut way. For one khingg, we re-
coil from the idea that we are vengeful. We prefer to
choose vague language like “paying a debt to society.”
But who collects this debt and in terms of what? We
accept the definition of a prison as a place where inmates
are meant to suffer. But. Wills points out, the reality of
prison is something we do not like to face.

If prisons do not deter or rehabilitate, what do they do
that is socially useful? According to James Wilson, they
achieve one practical objective: They protect society from
the criminal for at least the time of incarceration. Wilson
argues for mandatory sentences to reinforce the notion
that crime does not pay; the criminal pays for it.

The concluding article by Judge David Bazelon chal-

lenges the assumption that tougher prison sentences will

reduce crime. For one thing, tough sentences make very
little impression on the ordinary street offender. If the
young delinquent has no job, no opportunity for a better
life, no close family ties, he has in reality nothing to lose.
Nhy not turn to crime and take the risk? Bazelon does
a0t maintain that poverty equals crime. What he argues
is that it creates the conditions that make for street crime. .
The question is not what kinds of jail sentences will or
will not reduce crime. but what reforms will reintegrate
the youthtul delinquent into human society in a humane
way.

Key Concepts

Punishment: As German philosopher Friedrich Nietzsche
(1844-1900) pointed out. this concept embodies a whole
synthesis of meanings. It is a means of prevention of fur-
ther harm. recompense tor harm done. It is a means of
isolating a disturbance from society or of inspiring fear, an
attempt at teaching a lesson for improvement or deter

rence, a compromise with revenge. It is a war measure
against an enemy of peace, a ritual enacted against a
defeated enemy. And as Nietzsche pointed out, at var-
ious times various meanings come to the fore and
dominate.

In general, there are three main positions or justifica-
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tions offered in defense of punishment. The first is rehulu-
tion, which argues that punishment is the just desert ot the
criminal; society has t..c right to repay evil with evil.

The second position holds that the aim ot punishment
is rehabifitation. or the pracess through which an individual
who has been separated from society because of socially
unacceptable behavior is again integrated into the proup
as a useful member of society. It implies a repentance or
a change of attitude on the part of the individual.

The third position defends punishment as a deterrent.
According to this theory. potential criminals will be dis-
suaded from crime because of their fear of the conse:
quences, that is, certain punishment. )

Retaliation is a retribubive theory af punishment: the
others are based on uhithurnn arguments. -

Factual Review Questions

~ Yet another theory holds that punishment should be
dropped and crime should be treated as a sickness.

Capital punishment: Punishment by death. Injuly 1972
the Supreme Court of the United States ruled that capital
punishment as then applied was “cruel and unusual punish-
ment” in violation of the Eighth Amendment to the Con-
stitution. whose guarantees were extended to the states
by the due-process clause of the Fourteenth Amendment.
Since then, many states have rewritten their criminal
statutes. and in 1976 the Supreme Court upheld the con-
stitutionality of some of these state laws calling for the
death penalty.

Recidivist: One who repeats a criminal act after having re-
pented for it. made amends for it, or been punished for it.

1. Why does van den Haay claim that punishment is
indispensable to make the threats of the law credible?

> What is {1 main reason van den Haag ofters for his
view that the death penalty is justitied?

3. Why does van den Haag reject Statistical arguments -
against the death penalty?

4. Why does Conway find van den Haay's statement ot
the question misleading?

 What condition does Conway demand be verified to

an

justity capital punishment?

o. Why does Camus argue that our avilization has lost
all possible rational detense tor the death penalty?

Why does Camus consider capital punishment to he
premeditated murder”

Essay and Discussion Questions

8. What does Menninger mean by “scapegoat’?

9. What three contlicting views of penal institutions
. does Wills discuss?

10. Why does Wills reject the notion that the punishment
: of prison is a deterrent?

11. Why-does Wills reject the notion that prisons rehabi-
litate prisoners?

12. What, according to Wilson, do prison sentences
actually achieve?

13 What does Wilson consider thg most urgent reform
needed to reduce the crime rate?

14. Why does Bazelon reject the notion that harsher
sentences deter crime?

15. What does Bazelon regard as the central problem for
achieving a reduction of the crime rate?

1. Write an essay on your views about the meaning and
purposes of punishment.

Suggested Guidelines o
—-Review the newspaper article and Reader selections
by van den Haag NMenninger. and Wills

—Pay attention to the various meanings of the word
“pumshment ”

—wetlect on which meamingis), 1t any’ you consider valid
for the purposes of protecting saciety.
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2. Critically evaluate the arguments pro and con capi-
tal punishment. State your position and give reasons
for it.

Suggested Guidelines

— Analyze the reasons, pro and con. found in tHe Reader
selections by van den Haag, Conway, and Camus
—Consider whether there are crimes for which you think
the death penalty is justified. Give vour reasons.

— Consider alternatives to the death penalty and whether
they might better serve the moral goals of society.
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Tittle, Charles R.. and Alan R. Rowe.

© Waelder, Robert.

3. Compare Wilson’s position on the effectiveness of
jail sentences with that of Bazelon. With which one are
you in agreemenrt, and why? If you reject both, what

18 your view of the issue?’

Suggested Guidelines
~~Contrast the two positions mentioned.
—Review the Reader selection by Wills on the actualities

Suggested Reading

of American prisons,

—Articulate your own view ot the purpose of penal insti-
tutions, B '

—Review the pertinent discussions or)/the meaning and
purposes of punishment. J )
—Do you really have an undcrstaﬁdm;, of what prison

life is like?

by Emest van den Haag

Articles i/

Benenson. Mark K. “A Controlled Look at Gun Cumtrols.”
New York Law Forum. Winter 1908, pp 718-T48. ’

Ehrlich. Isaac. “Farticipation in Illegitimate Activities: A The-
oretical Investigation.” The Journal ot Pohtwal Eeonomy, May:
June 1973, pp. 521-565.

Feinberg, Joel. “The Expressive Functum ot Pl}mshmcm The
Monust, July 1905. ‘ ‘

Hall Jerome. “Justice in the 20th Century.” /"‘ Caltbornia Luze Re-
vrewr, 1971, .

Shinnar, Reuel, and Shlomo Shinnar. “'The Ettects of the Crimi-
nal Justice System on the Control ot Crime: A Quantitative
Approach.” L wnd Sovetv Review. Summer 1973, pp. 581-011.

Singer, Barry F. "Psychological Studies ot Punishment.” Caditor-
na Law Revrew. March 1970, pp. 405-443.

Tittle, Charles R.. and Charles H. Logan. “Sanftions and Dew
ance: Evidence and Remaining Questions.” L wmd Soaety
Review, Spring 1973, . Lo

“Fear and the Student

Cheater.” Change. April 1974

“Certainty of Arrest. and Crime Rates: A Further Test
of the Deterrence Hypothesis.”  Secnu Forces, June 1974, pp.
455-402.

Tullock, Gordon, "Does Punishment Deter Crime?” The Publi
Interest, Summer 1974, '

"The Concept of Justice and the Quest for a
Perfectly just Society.” Unmveran of Pennavloanii Lawe Review
Vol. 115. No. 1 (1900).

Wilson, James Q. “"Crime and the Liberal Audlcncc T Commen
v, January 1971, pp. 71-"8.

“If Every Criminal Knew He Would Be Punished if
Caught . " New Yok Tomes Mugazime January 28, 1973 p. 9,
. . "Crime and Criminologists.”™ Commentary July 1974
pp. 47-53.

Wolfgang, Marvin. “Seriousness ot Crime and a Policy ot Ju
venilé Justice "~ In Crime. fuste amd Swretw. edited by james F
Short Chicaga University ot Chicago Press, 1975,

Books

Banfield. Edward. The Unheavenly (i Boston- Little, Brows |
1972, An explanation of the high crune rate ot some groups
in sociopsychological terms

Dostoyevski. Fyodor. Crome amd Ponshiment New York: Wadh.
ington Square Press. 1972 In this classic. the author looks at
crime and punishment in terms ot sin and salvation
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Katka, Franz. The Peal Colmy. New York: Schocken, 1948. A,
metaphoric presentation of deterrence.

Packer, Herbert L. The Limit~ of the Crommiy) Sunchon:  Stanford,
Calit : Stanford University Press, 1968. ,An account of the
purpose of criminal law. The author mamtams that the crimi-
nal sanction is “the best available device” for “dealing with -
gross and immediate harms and threats of harm.” but that it is
not efficacious for enforcing morality.

Van den Haag. Ernest. Pumishing Commals: Concerning l'rrju O
and Pampel Queston.  New York: Basic Books, 1975. The
authot deals with the purpose of the criminal law and the ef-
tectiveness or ineffectiveness sought and achieved by punish-
ing violators.

Additional Suggestions A

Recommended by Philip Rieff

Articles .

Bedau, Hugo Adam. "The Death Penalty as a Deterrent: Argu-
ment and Evidence.” Ethis, April 1970 (pp. 209-213).

Ehrlich, lsaac. "The Deterrent Effect of Capital Punishment:
A Question ot Lite and Death.” Amenan Economie Reireae,
June 1975 (pp. 397-398. 417-419).

Rothman, David. “Of Prisons, Asylums, and Other Decaying
Institutions.” Public Interest, Winter 1972 (pp. 16-17).

Sellin, Thorsten. "The Inevitable End of Capital Punishment.”
In Capital Prmishment. edited by Thorsten Sellin. New York:
Harper & Row, 1907 (pp. 240-249),

skoler, Daniel L. “There’s More to Crime Than the ‘Get-Tough’
Approach.” The Annals of the Amerwan Academy ot Pobbcal and
Socil Science. September 1971 (pp. 35-36).

Books

Allen. Francis A, The Borderhnd of Cominal Justie.  Chicago:
University ot Chicago Press, 1904 (pp. 32-35). The author
-argues that in practice. rehabilitation has often been quite
cruel.

Durkheim, Emule.  The Rudes of Soaclogral Method — 8th ed.  Edited
by George E. C. Catlin; translated by Sarsh A. Solovay and
John H. Mueller. New York: Free Press, 1938 (pp. 05-72).
The author argues that crime is a "normal.” ineradicable, and
necessary part of every society, ’

Stephen, James Fitzjames. Liberty, Lqrahity. Frateomts.  London:
Smith, Elder & Co., 1873 (pp. 147-152). A classical analysis
and defense of punishment.
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" become a po

IO Pornography and Obscenity

Learning Objectives

To understand

the moral issues involved in the debate about pornography and obscenity

the arguments pro and con regarding the prohibition ot pornography -

the arguments regarding the ettects ot pornogmbhy

the moral implications of literary and artistic productions

Overview

In his address to the Swedish Academy upon receiving the
Nobel prize for literature, American novelist Saul Bellow
stated that writers today do not adequately represent man-
kind. In particular they do not represent American society.
He said that “one can't tell writers what to do:, The imagin-

ation must tind its own path. But one can fervently wish .

that they—that we—would come back trom the peri-
phery” and recognize that people have an “immense desire
for a return to what is simple and true.” AN

The new Nobel laureate’s remarks were made inregard
to much of the current writing about sex. society, pdliﬁ(\s,
and human nature, which he feels goes unchallenged be-
cause the people have let the mtellectual establishment
take over the arts and become dictators of popular opinion.
What Bellow has to say is very pertinent to the issues of
pornography and obscenity with which this unit deals.

The modern sexual revolution has also had its effects
on literature and the arts. It has treed them from anti-
quated and puritanical restrictions as to what they were
allowed to deal with and how. The arts, in turn, have
« force in the cause ot promoting the
growth and ful. .iment of human sexual potential.

What are the gains that have been achieved by this new

- freedom: what are the lessons? Has this new apenness to

saying and portraying everything been an expression of

38

what Americans truly need and want? Or have the ordi-
nary people been victimized by self-appointed spokesmen,
by an elite from the world of literature and art that lives
only on the periphery of American life and does not
really understand, nor perhaps cares about, what is at the
corel Must any desire for what is “simple and true,” in
order to be genuine and authenticated, be confronted by
an aesthetic that, in Peter Michelson’s words, aims at using
the ugly in human sexuality to expose “an implacable
universe unrelieved by moral or spiritual design™? And is
such an aesthetic justified in the name of moral revelation?

This unit explores such questions in the context of the
meaning and significance of pornography in our society.
It deals with the current debate about it and what this de-
bate reveals in terms of the moral issues to be faced. To
understand its full implications, it would be helpful to re-
view Unit 2 on the issues of sex and society, as well as
the selections in Unit 8 on legislating morality.

The newspaper article by John Sisk is an analysis of
where we currently stand in the debate over pornography.
He discusses the two conflicting visions prevalent. The
one sees pornography and obscenity as a tool for alleviat.
ing the forces that frustrate our potential for growth and
fulfillment, especially certain conventional notions about
sex and family life, and for expanding our sexual horizons.
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" language and pornography.

The other vision looks upon pornography as a destructive
attack upon essential cultural values, which, if not checked,
will subvert them.

In the first Reader selection, Sisk endorses the second
view with his analysis of the usc and signiticance of dirty
While admitting there are
positive aspects to it—it can shock us awake from oar
own dogmatic slumbers —ultimately. dirty language de-
grades a culture because it degrades both male and te-
male. And this in the name ot liberation.

What should society’s attitude and response to obscenity

-and pornography be? The next two selections deal with
Walter Berns makes the case tor censor-

this question.
ship. He argues that what is seen and read in tilms, the-
ater, art, and literature does atrect people's Tives. Knowl-
edge is not neutral: it is instrumentel 1in torming oar
ethical system. The way literature and the arts portray
ideas and ideals ot sex. family. and personal relations
affects the way we look at these things. And at this view
is damaging to the connection between shame and selt-
restraint, it is damaging to democracy. In line with what
Eugene Rostow pointed out in Unit & -self-restraint s es.
sential to a liberal democratic society.
claim that the purpuse of censorship laws is to encoarage
virtue by ending vice. Rather. they are intended to make
vice ditficult.

Marshall Cohen attacks Berns” position. * In an approach
similar to that used by H.L.A. Hart against Lord Patrick

Berns does not

Devlin in Unit 8, Cohen maintains that pornegraphy does -

not pose a dangerous threat to democracy as we know it
He is much mare optimistic about the tundamental
strengths of our society and has a respect tor the instincts
of public taste. It 1s the unwarranted intrusion upon and
offense to this taste trom pornography that Cohen would
see regulated.

What do empirical studies have to say with regard ta
the effects of parnography on the populace? The report
by W. Cody Wilson summarizes the findings ot the U.S.
Commission on Obscenity angl Pornography of which he
was chairman.  None ot their conclusions sapport the
contention that exposure to pornography has harmtal
consequences tor the public.  In tact. a representative

sample of American adults report that thev have been

helped rather than harmed by exposure to sevual materials
The commission recommended that legal restrictions that
inhibit freedom ot the press and of speech should be
repealed.

The twa selections that tollow deal with a philosophuc
issue, the aesthetics ot parnography.  Acstheties 1s that
branch ot philosophy cancerned with the standards and
criteria tor judging literary and artistic productions. It s
also eoncerned with the analysis ot the concept of the
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beautitul and the relation af art to the human mind.
Aesthetics is thus also concerned with moral categories.

George Steiner emphasizes these moral dimensions. He
tinds pornagraphy, as literary production, banal and bor-
ing. But as an attack on the meaning ot human-sexuality,
he takes it very seriously. It represents an invasion, the
ultimate invasion inthis technolagical world. of one of the
last bastions of personal privacy and sexual intimacy.
Pornography makes a parody af sex and debases litera-
ture in the process. Literature. Steiner maintains, is meant
to be a dialogue of revelation between writer and reader.
In it the writer shows his respect far the sensibilities of
his audience by the sensitivity of the way he expresses
his ideas, however navel they might be. Truth has its
style as well as its content. To neglect this reciprocity
between artist and audience can result in the sart of con-
tempt that pornography actually reveals. It leaves the
reader less a person.

Peter Michelsan, on the other hand. discusses the
positive values of pornagraphy.  He recognizes it as a
valid literary genre, which, when artistically written,
serves as the literature of human sexuality. Thus, it is a
way ot knawing.  The problem arises because of its
sabject matter—sex.  People are unwilling to contront the
ugly side ot this subject. Reality torces it on us, as much
as we would resist it. According to Michelson, it is only
in facing the ugly, the fearful. the unromantic meaning
ot sex that we can be true to all the dimensions of our
human sexuality. Life is. atter all, a four-letter word.

Edward Mishan takes a position similar to that of
Berns and Steiner. Asserting that pornography cannot be
a part of the Good Life, he discusses what life would be
like in The Pornographic Society. the society without
sexual restraints.  Mishan concludes that it would mean
the death of those values we especially cherish—love,
respect, personal fultillment through responsible intimacy,
cultural creativity, and progress.

Is censorship, then, the solution? Not according ‘to
Rabbi Arthur Lelyveld, who concludes this unit with his
argument against legal censorship, the regulation ot public
morals and judgment of public taste. The limitation ot
treedom it involves is a greater evil than the evils it would
try to prevent. For him, the question of pornography is
a moral one. It should be dealt with by moral force,
moral condemnation, not legal coercion. He nates that-
monst legal authorities say it is inpassible to come up with
a workable detinition ot obseenity far parposes of legal
censorship. But in a free society, the public can exercise
a moral censorship: it can condemn, decry, and attack that
which it tinds an unwarrented invasion of its privacy by
materials that are tawdry and nauseatingly valgar.
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Key Concepts

Obscenity: A terin reternng to the quality of acts, lan-
guage, and expressions that are judged to be otfensive and
disgusting and morally reprehensible. The word is com-
monly used in reference to sexual matters, though it has
aIS(Z‘a wider application to those acts that are particularly
degrading and offensive to human dignity and rights or

- are against fundamental humane considerations. Thus the

Mai Lai massacre would be considered by many an ob-
scene act. ‘ ‘

Pomography: Obscene literary, tilm, or artistic works.
The legal test of whether a work is obscene, and as such
fiot protected by the First Amendment. was laid down by
the Supreme Court in Rothr v. Lhuted States 354 US. 476
(1957). The following standards of obscenity were set
forth: (a) the dominant theme of the material taken as a
whole appeals to a prurient interest in sex: (b) the material

4

Factual Review Questions

is patently offensive because it affronts contemporary
community standards relating to the description or repre-
sentation of sexual matters: (¢) the material is utterly
without redeeming social value. The difficulty of apply-
ing these standards to any particular work, especially

in view of the third point, is evident. ‘

Censorship: The legal action of examining literary, film,
or artistic products and productions and judging whether
they conform to standards of what is acceptable according
to the mores and values of the society. lts object is to
forbid publication or production of that which is judged
objectionable to these standards.

Aesthetics: That branch of philosophy concerned with
the nature, purposes, end, and standards for art and the
analysis of the concepts of the beautitul and its relation
to human knowing,.

1. What twe contlicting visions of pomography does Sisk
discuss in his newspaper article?  *

2 How does Sisk view the signiticance of dirty language
tor society in his Reader selection?

3 From what question does the case tor censorship arise
according to Berns?

1. For what major reasons does Berns tavor censorship?

5 VWhat is Cohen's main argument against Berns’
position?

o What does Cohen think should be prohibited?

what tinal condlusion does the repart of the LS.
Commission on Obscenity and Pornography. dis:
cussed by Cody come ta?

Essay and Discussion Questions

8. What does Steiner see as the most dangerous aspect
of pornography?
9. What does Steiner see as the danger to the freedom
of literature involved herel
10. What positive values does Michelson see in pornog-
raphy in its best sense?
11 What does Michelson mean that pornography is a

way of knowing?

12, What opinions does Mishan explore concerning the
social consequences ot the spread of pornography?

{3, What is Mishan's conclusion regarding pornography?

13, On what basis does Lelyveld argué against censor-
ship?

15. How does Lelyveld loak at the problem of pornog-
raphy, that is. trom what standpoint?

L. Write an essay on your understanding of the no-
tions 'obscene’” and “'pornographic.”

Suggested Guidelines -
—Review the meanings and usages of these terms as they
appear in the articles by Sisk. Berns, Wilson, and Steiner.

- Consider the way you use these words and examine
the reasons why you use them with regard to certain
actions or expressions. How are these notions related? |
-—Formulate definitions that you feel reflect your under-
<tanding of these terms,

47
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2. Evaluate the arguments in favor of and against the
<ensorship of poinography. Give your own opinion
-and the reasons for it. -

Suggested Guidelines

—Study the arguments given by Berns, Cohen, and
Lelyveld.

—Evaluate the importance of the report discussed by
Wilson.

—-Select the arbuments for either position you think are
convincing and consider why you find them so.

3. Mishan asks that we ponder the queshon of whether
it is possible to unite unchecked public sexual indul-
gence with the continued progress of any civilization.

Ponder this and give your answer and the reasons for it.

Suggested Guidelines

~-Study Mishan’s essay closely and the reasons he gives tor

his viewpoint.

- —Review the selections by Steiner and Michelson as well
as the two by Sisk.

—Consider what is meant by the “progress” of civilization.

" —Review the notion of humarn sexuality and its meanm;,

as discussed in Unit 2.

Judson, Horace F. “Skin Deep.”

" Pechter,

Suggested Reading

by John P. Sisk

Articles :

Blumenthal. Ralph. "Pamo Chic.” The New York Tomes Mugazme,
January 21, 1971 pp. 28-14. A good account ot the otten
-profitable busines of making pornographic films.  Blumenthal
also gives a sampling of favorable reactions from respected
critics to the mgvie Drep Threat.

Burroughs, Willigm S. “Playback from Fden to Watergate.’
Hupers, Noveniber 1973, pp. 84-88. Building on the theories
of Wilhelm Reich, Burroughs argues that the attempt to close
down sex filifs and censor pornographic and obscene litera-
ture is an eftoft “to use shaine and fear ac weapons ot political
control.  Anjy approach to an edenic condition assumes get-
ting beyond Ahame.

Elliott, George/P. “Against Pomography.” Haepe - March 1905,
pp. 51-60./ For Elliott the problem is how to mediate between

" the liberal suspicion of censorship and the conservative dis-
like of pornography. Convinced that "a certain amount of
official hypocrisy is ane of the operative principles of a good
society.” he proposes an approach that would at once protect
the young and make pornographic materials available to needy
adults.

Heller, Eric. “Man Ashamed.” Encounter. Fchrua(ry 1974, pp
23-30. Working from an extensive and deep knowledge of
the literature of Waestern civilization. Heller argues tor a
positive approach to shame. For him 1its close alliance with
sexual transgressiveness is not the result of a dark conspiracy
but the price of individuation. Ta abolish shame would be
not to move toward utopia but to abolish man.  (See pp.
28-30.)

Hurper's, February 1975, pp.

42-49. Judson argues that pornographic tilms and literature

bring “a special kind ot truth” and combine moral under-

standing with delight. Pornography has a redeeming social
value, particularly in its capacity to counterbalance the por-
nography of violence with untaked lovemaking.

William S.  "Deep Tango.”, Commenturu. July 1973,

pp- 64-606. In this article, one of our most astute tilm critics

relates the exploitation ot the person in pornographic hims to
the potentially voyeuristic nature of motion pictures.
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Steiner. Geaorge.

Trevor-Roper, HR.

Trilling. Lionel.

Cohn, Norman.

“Cry Havoce.” The New Yorker, January 20
1968, pp. 100-115. A reassessment ot the work of Louis-
Ferdinand Celine. whose “scatalogical obsessions” and “infer-
nal sociology” in combination with his powers of language
have made him an important influence for such writers as
Gunter Grass,- Norman Mailer, William S. Burroughs, and
Allen Ginsberg.. Steiner calls attention to the disturbing pos-
sibility that great literary talent and moral bestiality may
coexist in a writer.

“Puritans—From Calvin to Castro.” The New
York Times Mugazime. March 20, 1960, pp. 28. 90-91. Trevos
Roper’s argument is unacceptable to those who believe
that sexual liberation is a necessary preliminary to'a thorough
remaking of society. A true revolution, as distinguished from
a mere movement of reform, demands a heroic puritanism.
“The Fate of Pleasure: Wordsworth to Dos-
toevski.” Parhsan Review, 1963, pp. 167-191. A brilliant study
of the modern ambivalent attitude toward the principle of
pleasure and of the influence of Dostoevski's Notes frem Unider -
grownd in the development of “the perverse and morbid ideal-
ism” of the modern writer. (See especially pp. 185-191.)

Books
Bruce. Lenny.

How to Tk Doty and itleeme Peeple.  Chicago:
Playboy Press, 1972, See especially Kenneth Tynan's enthu-
siastic endorsement of Bruce tpp. vi-xi) as one who “breaks
through the barrier of laughter to the horizon beyond where
the truth has its sanctuary.” See also pp. 152-163 for Bruce’s
own defense of dirty talk as a means to emotional and moral
health.

The Purstat of the Mullomuon.  Princeton, N.J.:
Princeton University Press, 1957, This study of medieval
heresies is invaluable to students of the liberational and an-
archic spirit.in Western awilizasion. The section on the heresy
of the “Free Spirit” (pp. 149-194) is particularly useful for
those interested in the effort to sce pomography and obscenity
as means to personal or social salvation. (See especially pp.
185-194.)

»
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Cox, James' M. Murk Twan: The Fute of Hamer. Princeton. N.J.
Princeton Wniversity Press. 1966. In the vast body of Twain
criticism, this study is noteworthy for its rejection of Huck
Finn as a constjence-hero and the substitution of ¢ Huck who
wants to be%ed of the burden of conscience in order to
play outside civilization (pp. 156-184). Such a Huck antici-
pates the pleasure-oriented sexual .transgressiveness ot maga-
zines in the Plavboy-Penthonse class. (See especially pp. 170-184.)

Hill, Christopher. The World Turned Upsule Duion: Raduad leas

- During the English Revoluhon. New York: Viking. 1972. This
excellent study of the Puritan radicals in the early seventeenth
century is important background reading for anyone interested
in the modern effort to connect attacks on sexual morality
with the revolutionary spirit. See especially the introduction,
pp. 11-15. and the treatment of the Ranters, pp. 158-185.

| 247-260.

Michelson, Peter. The Aesthetis of Pormography. New York: Her-
der and Herder. 1971. A full-scale attempt to establish the
aesthetic, moral, and political value of pornography. Espe-

cially interesting when read in a context with the studies by.

Hill and Cohn. herein listed. See especially the treatment of
pornography as moral rhetoric. pp. 88-107.
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Additional Suggestions

Recommended by Philip Rieff

Articles .

Rieff, Philip. “Aesthetic Functions in Modern Politics.” Worlil
Pelitics, July 1953 (pp. 478-479). _

Robbe-Grillet. Alain. “For a Voluptuous Tomorrow.” Trans-
lated by Richard Howard. Sahurday Review. May 20. 1972 (pp.
44-40).

Robinson, John. “Obscenity and Maturity.” Stoudiy Times Weekly
Review (London), December 11, 1969. :

Van den Haag, Emest. “The Case for Pornography ls the Case
for Censorship and Vice Versa” Esquire, May 1967. Reprinted
in Perspechves on Pornography, edited by ‘Douglas A. Hughes.
New York: St. Martin's Press, 1970 (pp. 128-130).

Books

Clor. Harry M. Obscenty and Public Morality. Chicago: University
of Chicago Press, 1969 (pp. 210-211, 225-227). The author
argues that the obscene makes public what is properly private
and transforms human acts into bestial ones.
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11. Science and Morals: Freedom of Inquiry and the Public Interest

Learning Objectives

To understand

the moral relevance of the practice of science 1n the modern world \

the moral issues that arise from science as technology

the role of the scientist in social issues

Overview

In general, the units that have preceded this one have
raised moral issues ‘in the context of the meaning of
human dignity, freedom, and rights. Those issues are
basic to ethical systems, which develop as responses to
fundamental questions regarding the nature of human
nature, the meaning of the Good Life. what promotes it

" what is harmful to it. )
If there is one aspect among others that can serve as a

unifying point of inquiry regarding these questions, it can
be found in the human activity of knoiwmg, We speak of
man as a rationa! animal. in part -because, in Aristotle’s
words, “all men by the very force of their nature are
driven by a desire to know.” We tend to accept unques-
tioningly that the pursuit of knowledge is an essential
part of what we mean by the Good Life. -We generally
accord this pursuit a freedom that is broader and more

embracing than that allowed in any other areas of life, in

paft because we are convinced that the free pursuit of
knowledge promotes the Good Life.
For twentieth-century man this pursuit is most directly

" and vividly associated with sientific activity. [t is science

that has played a major role in transtorming not only our
picture of the world, but also the way we live in it. The
manipulation and control of nature now possible to us is
wondrous 'indeed. But as the well.known schoiar CS.
Lewis observed, “Each new power won by man is a
power over man as well. Each advance leaves him
weaker as well as stronger.” 1t is here precisely in regard
to science that the question of what actually promotes the
Good Life and what is harmful to it comes in. For in the
pursuit of scientific knowledge. one eats the fruit of the
tree . f the knowledge of good and evil.

Freedom of inquiry has always been a basic condition
for the success of science. Without it creativity would
wither and die. But in the context of the actual and future
potential for harm now associated with our scientitic-

counterculture, Theodore

technological . progress,
“What price freedom?”

e are forced to ask the question,
e well publicized analyst of the
oszak, has made an observa-
tion that is very mﬁch. to\ this point: “The search for
knowledge must be a free adventure, yet it must not
choose, in its freedom, to do us harm in body, mind or
spirit. One no sooner states the matter in this way than
it seems like an impossible dilemma. We are asking that
the mind in search of knowledge should be left wholly
free and yet be morally disciplined at the same time. Is
this possible?” It is this question that the unit explores,
along with the problems that it raises and the approaches
to resolving the dilemma.

The newspaper article by Hans Jonas discusses the
points of contact between science and morals. In the con-’
text of modern scientific discovery, theory and practice
are so closely allied and at times merged that it can no
longer be maintained that the sole aim of science is knowl-
edge for its own sake. For one thing, the pursuit of
science depends on technological developments for solving
the problems it sets for itself. Secondly, the solutions to
these problems invite new technological applications.
Thirdly, the direction of scientific research is increasingly
being set by problems that arise in industry and in the
military. As Jonas points out, this is the reason these
organizations support scientific research; without their
support, most projects could never be carried out.

It is because the scientific enterprise involves action in
the world that it raises moral issues and becomes subject
to legal and moral constraints. According to Jonas, science
as a disinterested quest for knowledge is a thing of the
past. Science as a moral concern is the picture of the

. present.

By and large, scienge and technology are able to achieve

progress because their practitioners have become an or-

ganized establishment. Francis Bacon (1561-1626) long
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ago envisioned this as the best means to attain the Tlegiti:
mate goal ot the sciences— the endowment of human lite
with new inventions and nches ™ Lewis Mumtord gives
2 briet histoncal survey <ot this orgamizational establish-
ment and examines some imphcations o its present reality
He maintains that science has been co-opted by govern
ment and industry in their pursuit of the Baconian goal.
And in thus becoming the servant of these orgamizations
it has itselt become a “technology ot technologies.”” No
longer a disinterested examination of nature. science has
opted tor the myth of power, tallen vichm to the idea
that “can imphes rght.” that whatever science can do to
manipulate and control nature. it should do. As a conse-
quence. Mumford argues. broader human and humane
goals have become subservient to the myth of power.
Muniford also points out that the greatest contribution
of science has been our understanding ot nature.  The
discussion by C.P. Snow illuminates why science is able
to achieve this. Scientists are animated by a desire to
tind the purr to bnd out what is there, what is the case
and why However. the exsence ot science lies not in the
tacts that it discovers. but in the mreces by which they are
discovered. Facts are ethically neatral but the process ot
discovery is not. It demands a.respect tor truth. that the
means of discovery serve truth that open communicabion
Snow maintains that this
habit ot truth 15 the built-in moral component ot science,

test any particular approach.

Are there perhaps other virtues that are essential to
scientitic activity? Robert Sinsheimer discusses this question
in the vontest ot wodern advances i openeties, Because
ot the tar-reachine imphications of research in this ticld,
the hmitations ot ous current knowledee and the irever-
aille natare ot this sort o tampenmy with Natare. he
argues tor the value of cindios as an vssential virtue ot
< entitic work,

Sinsheimer's admomtion to caution has had an historical
antecedent namely the great debate that led to the dea-
aon to build the it hvdrogen bomb. This debate began
in 1939 after the Russians had exploded their tirst atomie
bomb, with opposing sides led by physicists |0 Robert
Oppenheimer and Edward Tefler As the Reader selection
makes clear Opperhemmer and b colleagues opposed
the project because of what they saw as inherent dangers
i its continuation. They telt st would extend the arms
race. produce a weapen ot hmutless destruchive power.
and damage America’s moral position in the world - The
Teller taction supported the development ot the super-
bomb  They arcued that it Amenica did }\\\! go ahead.
the Soviets would and we would become f second-rate
power. They also argued that unJvrtal\nnA this project

[

(>
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was morally no different from developing any other
weapon,

The outcome ot the debate is history: In January 1950,
President Trunian approved the project.  Three years
later. the tirst hydrogen bomb was exploded at Eniwetok
atoll in the South Pacific. In 1954 Oppenhcimer was de-
clared o security risk. and a brilliant career was ended.
The short statement by Teller given here is a declaration
ot the moral neutrality ot the scientist with regard to the
use that others might make ot his work.

It was in 1930 that scientitic teams began to be recruited
tor work in secret war laboratories. .By 1943, when work
on tne atom bomb was begun, these teams, as one mem-
ber. Herbert-York, writes, “were quite unlike anything
ever seen before in terms of both the talents and the
numbers of people making them up.” Since that time of
all out war effort, science itself has been increasingly
co-opted by both government and industry as a tool tor.
their own organizational ends. This is true of both science -
as related to big industrial laboratories and "of research
that goes on at our major universities,

It is the implications ot these developments for science
and scientists that Jacob Bronowski discusses. His theme
is it science is to express a conscience. it must come spon- '
taneously out of the community of scientists.” He otters
suggestions about how this can be best accomplished.

For .Bronowski there are two moral categories involved
in this expression of conscience: humonty and mtesniti. The
tirst is bound up with the relation ot the scientist to the
industrial-military complex that supports the war-related
research conducted in laboratories and universities through-
out the country. Bronowski makes the option clear cut.
The scientist who chooses to engage in war-related re-
search should do so directly and should work tor these
organizations.  Thase who choose otherwise should cut
their connections with these organizations and should not
aceept research money from them.  Ultimately this is a
choice between two moralities: the morality of govern-
ment and the morality of science.  For Bronowski they
are incompatible. Note, however, they are both “moral-
ities.” What the morality of science demands above all
is that integrity that upholds the tree dissemination of
knowledge throughout the entire scientific community and
the prerequisite disassociation of research from the power
arms ot the state. Bronowski asserts that this openness
and treedom of knowledpe demands the disestablishment
ot science. that is. that scdence become independent of
the state. tree to establish its own research priorities and
tree to use it knowledge. In this way scientists can live
up to the unique position they hold in modern society
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-with its obligation that scientists set an incorruptible

standard for public morality. .
_ The concluding article by Barry Commoner deals with
science as -an enterprise in behalt of the social good.

Commoner makes the point that solutions to social issues .

involve value judgments. There are no objectivé scientitic
laws for them: they are a matter for all citizens to decide.

Key Concepts

Since science has contributed to many of our present
technological and ecological problems, scientists should
recognize their duty to broaden their own views of the
issues and implications, and to communicate their exper- -
tise to the public. It is not enough for the scientist to
search tor the truth and to know it; he must also actively
recognize his social responsibility and participate in the
achievement of desirable social goals.

Science: An open-ended, ongoing process of discovery
directed toward understanding the bases, behavior, and in-
terrelatidn of natural ‘phenomena in the physical and bio-
logical realms and toward formulating general laws of ex-
Planakion tor phenomena. To accomplish this. science
creates a connected set of concepts and develops method-

_ologiés for exploring them in the facts. It the conse-

quences logically implied in these concepts are indeed
revealed to be true to experienced fact, after the test of
methodologically sound experiment, the concept is held
to be true. The scarch then goes on for more embracing,
concepts and more embracing general laws or unifying
points at which several laws intersect.  The aesthetic

Factual Review Questions

dimensions “involved here include the encompassing
beauty of simplicity, symmetry, and unity.

Technology: In general, the practical application of scien-
tifically gained knowledge to solve mechanical, chemical,
or biomedical problems or to achieve new goals and
approaches”to problems. Technologies devélop the in-

" struments not only ftor the application of research to prob-

lems and goals, but for the continuation of research and
the development of new avenues of scientific exploration.
Technology enables ideas tor be trapslated into action.

Recombinant DNA: Sce p. 50,

1. What are the points ot contact between science and
morals. as set forth in the article by Jonas?

to

. Why does Jonas maintain that scientitic manipulation
involves legal and moral restraints?

3. What. according to Mumtord. is most tresh and
original in Bacon's ideas?

4. What does Mumford mean by the “mythology of

power™?

5. What is the doctrine of the ethical neutrality of
science, as explained by Snow?

6. Why does Snow claim there is a built-in moral com-
ponent in scientific activity itselt?

7. Why does Sinsheimer suggest that caution may now
berome an essential scientitic virtue?

|

no
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What reasons did the General Advisory Committee

(GAC) report give for not developing the hydrogen
bomb?

2. How did President Truman react to the GAC report?
10. What does the position taken by Teller imply?
11. What two moral categories does Bronowski discuss?

12. What does Bronowski consider to be the incompat-
ible moralities confronting scientists?

13. What does he mean by the “disestablishment of
science”™?

14. What is the dual crisis in society of which
Commoner speaks?

15. What new duty does Commoner claim is demanded
of scientists?
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Essay and Discussion Questions

1. Write an essay on the implication; and effects of the
development of modem ¥ience on the freedom of in-
quiry traditionally accorded the scientist.

Suggested Guidelines

—Review the articles by Jonas. Munmitord. and Commoner.
—Consider how technology relates to the activity of the
scientist. '

—Review some of the meanings of freedom that are found
in the units “Law and Morals,” “Politics: The Domestic
Struggle for Power,” “Pornography and Obscenity.”

2. Using the advantages of hindsight, describe what
action you would have taken regarding the development
of the hydrogen bomb if you had been in President
Truman's place. Give the reason for your position.

Suggested Guidelines

_ Evaluate the arguments against the project contained
in the GAC report.

Suggested Reading

-7
- ~_Consider what you as a scientist would have done had
you been asked to work on it.
_Reflect on whether developments in international politics

since then have. in your mind, proved that decision right
- or wrong.

3. Summarize and evaluate Bronowski's argument for
the disestablishment of science. Do you agree or dis-
-agree with him? Give reasons for your answer,

Suggested Guidelines

—Qutline the main points Bronowski wishes to make.
—Consider whether the options he states are too narrow
or too exclusive.

—Reflect on whether this independence of science from
the state would be feasible. Consider the Tucker and
Ospood article in Unit 7 in this regard.

by Hans Jonas

Articles

Boulding. Kenneth B "What Went Wronw at Anything Sinee Co-
pernicus™ saeme and Pubin Athars lanuary 1974,

jonas, Hans “The Practical Uses of Theery” In Tl Pheeniencn of
Lite  New York: Harper & Row 1966, Uell Publishing, Co
1908

. Responsibibity Today  The Ethies ot an Endangered

Future * Seni! Rescari Spring J970

"Books

Bacon, Francis  Fie Nevwm Crgoin Classic account ot the phal-
osophy ot the saientiic method — See especially the “Pretace”
and “Aphorisms Concerming, the Interpretation ot Nature and
the Kingdom ot Man *

Barber. Bernard. sceme and B Secntd (drider Glencoe, i Free
Press. 1952 In Chapter X~ The Sodial Control o Saence.”
the author argues that scientists should not bear sole responsi-
bility for the social consequences of ther activities and that
socal control ot science ought to be asumed. :

Bronowsky, Jacab. Suene and Fiome Vs 2nd ed. New York:
Harper & Row. 1905, The three essaysn thic book by the
noted humanistcientist present a clear analysis of the role of

-science and the scientist 1in modern soacty. The central thess

& G

o)

is that the practice of science compels thé practitioner to form
for himselt a fundamental set of universal values.

Glass. Bentley.  Saene wnd Ethiodd Vilues.  Chapel Hill, NC:
University of North Carolina Press, 1965. In Chapter 3. “The’
Ethical Basis of Science,” this distinguished biologist looks at
the relationship between modern science and ethics.

Jonas. Hans. Phelosophiad Essaws: From Ancent Creed to Teshnolosuad
M, Englewood Clitfs, NI Prentice-Hall, 1974 See espe-
cially “Technology and Responsibility” and “The Meaning of
the Scientific and Technological Revolution.” A philosophical
examination of the implications of technology.

Lobkowicz, Nikolaus. Theory und Prachiee. South Bend. Ind.: Uni-
versity of Notre Dame Press, 1967 See especially Part 1,
pp. 1-140, a study of the concept of science from Aristotle
to Marx.

Morgenthau, Hans ], Suene: Servint or Musker? New York: New
American Library, 1972, A volume in the Perspectives in
Humanism series. this book examines the meaning of science
for our times and its implications for the future.

Polanyi, Michael. Suence, Fath, Souets  Chicago: University of
Chicago Press, 1973, See especially Chapter 1ll. "Dedication
or Servitude.” A scientist-philosopher analyzes science in
terms of its relation to larger human values. He sees science
as supportive of individual liberty and tolerance.

I),
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Robert W, Reid, Tongues of Comsaeme: Weupons Research andd the
- Scientists’ Dilemma. New York: Walker, 1909. An analysis of

", the role played by scientists in warfare from the time of Al-

fred Nobel to the present, indicating how attitudes have
changed from those of unconcern to those of intense political
and ethical involvement. ~

Russell, Bertrand.  The Impact of Suemce on Soaete.  New York:
Columbia University Press. 1951, The noted philosopher dis-
cusses the impact of science on our valués and lives.

Sciente und Its Public: he Changiny Reltionshug - Daedalus, Summer,
1974. This special issue of the journal vt the American -Aca-
demy of Arts and Sciences examines the relation of science
to society from a variety of viewpoints and disciplines. See
especially Emilio Q. Daddario. “Science Policy: Relationships
Are the Key”: Don K. Price, "Money and Influence: The
Links of Science to Public Policy”: and Edward Shils, “Faith.
Utility and Legitimacy ot Science.”

Truitt, Willis H.. and T. W. 'Graham Solomons, ‘eds.  Saence.
Technology snd Freedom.  Boston: Houghton Mittlin, 1974, A
collection of essays on the role ot science and technology in
our society. See especially Part 1ll. "The Moral and Political
Issues.” )

United States Senate.  Genete Fugineermiy 1975 Hearnmy Betore the
Subcommttee on Flealth o the Commuttee on Labor amd Pubin Welnoe.
Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Oftice, 1975, Sce
especially April 22, 1975, No. 55.7240. “Examination of the
Relationship ot a Free Soctety and Its Scientific Community.”
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Additional Suggestions

Recommended by Philip Rieft

Articles

Campbell. Donald T. “On the Conflicts Between Biological and
Social Evolution and Between Psychology and Moral Tradi-
tion.”  Amerian Psuchologist. December 1975 (pp. 1103-1104.
1120-1121).

Jonas, Hans. “Responsibility Today: The Ethics of an Endan-
gered Future.” Seual Research, Spring 1970 (pp. 87-91).

Price, Don K. “The Scientific Establishment.” 1In Sceme amd
Souets, edited by Norman Kaplan. Chicago: Rand McNally,
1965 (pp. 278-279, 203-295). N

Books

Flugel, J. C. Mun, Myral and Socetu. New York: Viking, 1961
(pp. 13-15). A consideration of the etfects of modemn psychol-’
ogy on our morality. :

Juenger, Friedrich Georg. The Fulure of Tedmology.  Chicago:

~ Henry Regnery, 1949 (Gateway edition, pp. 135-137, 139-
140). The author links technology with the ‘development of
new mass ideologies. '

Wells, H. G.  The Outline of Historw. Garden City, N.Y.: Double-
day. 1949 (pp. 1193-1195), In this section from his history
of the human race. Wells takes an optimistic view of the con-
tributions of science to civilization.
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12. Science and Morals: The Ethics of Biomedical Research

Learning Objectives

To understand s
the nioral issues raised by modern advances in the lite sciences
why these issues are of personal as well as social concern

the context in which life and death decisions are actually made and the moral dilemmas that arise in
making them

some of the major issues still being debated and why they are so controversial

Overview o
-
Unit 11 treated general questions of freedom, responsibil- criminal genes (XYY). Cloning, a process for producing
ity, and the conscience of the scientist. This unit will identical cells or organisms, all descended trom a single
consider a specific set of ethical issues that have arisen be- common ancestral cell or organism, holds out the pros-
cause of technological advances in biomedical research. pect of turning out “xerox” copies of people. Recombi-
The import of the life sciences, such as genetics, bio- nant DNA research, directed at interference in the natural
chemistry, pharmacology.” and bioengineering, has been process of gene transmission, offers the possibility of pro-
of enormous signiticanee. As Dr. Willard Gaylin, professor ducing progeny with combinations of genes other than
of psychiatry and law at Columbia Law School, has said, those that occur in the parents. Will these be genetic
“The success of science has redefined its concerns. lts novelties, or will we call them monsters?
issues are now life and death itself, the modification of With regard to organ transplants, should “cadaver
human behavior, the alteration of the ‘nature’ of man. It banks” be set up to remedy the shortage of available
has transcended its original purposes and in the process of spare parts? After all, dead is dead: why not take the
its success. its issues have ceased to be ‘scientific’ and have steps necessary to insure the preservation of vital organs
become moral and political!” This quote sums up nicely for the living who might need them? Should you have
the major themes of this unit. The issues raised will call something to ay about this? Who is to define when
for tough personal decisions on the part of many people. death occurs?
For example, breakthroughs in genetic screening enable If vou are a patient in a hospital, should you be ‘sub-
prospective parents to know the risks they may be taking jected to nontherapeutic experimental treatment, that is,
of having a “defective” child. Amniocentesis, a process to procedures aimed at new knowledge that will help
of fetal diagnosis, ¢an now detect the presence of some others but is not directed to your illness? Does society
sixty genetically caused defects. one or more of which have a moral right to claim this of you? With regard to
may be present in the -fetus of a pregnant woman. therapeutic experimentation, that is, new procedures
Couples can now choose abortion rather than having a directed at your illness, what role, if any, should you have
child who is affected with Down’s syndrome (mongolism). in the clinical decision regarding their use?
The same test can determine the sex of the fetus, and the A noted historian of medicine, Pedro Lain Entralgo,
couple can determine whether they want to “keep” it it it has stated that the medical profession today is oriented
is not the sex of their choice. according to three ideas: In principle there is no deadly,
just down the road are the production of test-tube terminal disease, no inevitable disease, no incurable dis- -
babies. personal selection of biological inheritance for ease. What does this imply for our notions of the mean- .
one’s progeny, and the screening and removal of so-called ing of life and death? Is death a fact of life? Is death
48 .
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the ultimate indignity from which we should be freed?
Is there a right to die? Indeed, as Dr. Gaylin observed, the
issues here are social and personal moral issues.

In his newspaper article, Hans Jonas raises the question
of the rightful limits for science in the pursuit of the praise-
worthy goals of human betterment through the elimination
of disease and the enhancement of human potential. He
goes on to give instances that illustrate Gaylin s contention
that the issues have ceased to be scientific and have be-
come moral and political. Such ixques arise when there is
a question of setting research priorities. allocating funds,
and distributing the benetits of progress as well as the
burdens in tinancial and above all human terms.

The tirst Reader selection by Jonas gets to the core of
all such issues, namely. that it is the human being who is
the subject of such research. Not only are the very pro-
cesses of lite being manipulated. but research has gone
beyond the point at which animal subjects are of much
use and the researcher must turn to human subjects. Thus
we confront the question. “lIs it possible to pursue such
research and at the same time preserve the treedom and
dignity of the human subject?”  Essential to this is the
notion of mformed comsent. Exactly what this involves is
a matter of dispute. but what Jonas would see preserved
in any event is the active will ot the subject. To will
something is to in some way identity it with one’s pur-
poses and priorities as well as to understand and accept
its implications and consequences. Such a high standard
does admit some gradations but its essentials must be up-

held.* Admittedly. upholding these will slow the progress -

of research, but this is the necessary price tor the preser-
vation of something more precious—freedom and human
dignity.

Jonas makes the point that the sick, because of their
vulnerability, are especially to be protected from being
used. In any experimentation. concern for the sick indivi-
dual must be primary.

Jonas also discusses the issue of “redefining” déath in
reference to organ transplants. The Harvard criteria pub-
lished in 1908 detine brain death in terms of “irreversible
coma.” For Jonas, this is not a maximal definition of
death for transplant purposes. Since we do not know the
exact borderline between life and death. nothing short of
a definition that includes brain death. heart death. and
other pertinent indicators will-do.

An example of the issue of informed consent follows
in the now highly publicized Tuskegee Syphilis Study be-
gun in 1932, This long-term study of a group of black
men left untreated for syphilis was judged in 1973 to be
ethically unjustified. Informed consent as well as any
scientifically valid objectives were lacking.

This case brings up the issue of what constitutes a valid

\
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research protocol. This is a detailed outline of a research
project that states its intent, usefulness, methodology.
controls, and expected results. It is submitted to a peer
review committee for discussion and approval before it
can be initiated. Bernard Barber gives an example of
such a protocol. Which box would you check?

The case of Karen Ann Quinlan was featured in count-
less mewspapers, magazines, television newscasts, and talk-
shows. In fact the extent of the publicity itself raised
ethical questions about medical responsibility distorting a
vital issue and thus not helping the public to make its own -
judgment on ethically sound reasons rather than senti.
ment.

This young girl of twenty-one had been celebrating
a friend’s birthday at a_bar when she began to nod out.
She was taken home and shortly atter rushed to the hos-
pital. Two days later she developed pneumonia and was
put on a respirator. Five months later she was still in a
coma, still on the respirator, Her parents, after much
soul-searching and religious guidance, wished to take her
off the apparatus against the wishes of her doctors, and
they went to court for authorization. [t should be noted
that her comatose state was not that of “irreversible conta”
according to the Harvard criteria. Thomas Oden discusses
Superior Court Judge Robert Muir's decision. Muir denied
the request on the basis that the court could not grant
authorization that “life be taken from her. ... Such an
authorization would be homicide.” Oden points out that
the issue was not whether Karen Ann Quinlan was alive
by all accepted medical and legal definitions, but whether,
on the basis of her “quality of life.” that life should be
terminated. Who is to decide, and on what basis. that a
particular life is expendable? .

Judge Muir’s dectsion was reversed by the New Jersey
Supreme Court. An excerpt of their argument is given
here. In sum, the court held that Karen Ann’s parents
could choose for her because of the peculiar circumstances
of the case. This decision was based on an interpretation

" of a person’s right to privacy, which the court held includes

the right of self-determination regarding whether a specific
treatment should be terminated,

California‘s Natural Death ‘Act, enacted on September
30, 1976, embodies this right to privacy by recognizing
the right of an adult person to make a living will. Such a
will enables the testator to exercise control of his or her
life even in circumstances in which the individual is so
incapacitated that informed consent under any detinition
is impossible. This legislation is a dr faufv recognition of
the right to die with dignity.

Hans Jonas, in the opening article in this unit, discusses
what he sees as the necessity for a redefinition of death
in regard to the issue of organ transplants. Jack Provonsha
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discusses those other pertinent considerations that jonas
would have play a role in a redetinition. In a previous
unit in this Study Guide. it was pointed out that ethical
systems are a response to fundamental guestions concern-
ing man. They grow out of a matrix ot cultural presup-
positions. And in our culture, our Judeo-Christian tradi-
tion has played a crucial role in our cultural tormation.
Therefc . Provonsha maintains. these moral issues are
essentiali, Judeo-Christian issues, and_they require Judeo.
Christian answers. Provonsha develops a'tunctional deti-
nition of “human” in terms ot treedom and accountability
for action. In line with Jonas” argument concerning human
experimentation. he emphasizes that man is a creative
agent. The value of a lite diminishes proportionally to
the loss of the unique human capacity to act and choose
between options.  Using this capacity as a criterion, he
suggests that a system of relative values can be set up to
give guidance in situations in which there are competing
claims to life and lite-preserving resources.

But this criterion must be supplemented by another In
looking for maximal criteria to set that line between lite
and death, Provonsha argues that attention must be paid
ko what the larger community mean by “living” and

ead” and “human.” So-alled scientific criteria alone are
nok enough.

' 1s what we mean by "human” merely the result ot a
fact of Nature, an evolutionary accident that just hap-
pened to result in a particular species with certain species-

. spectfic genes? Need e remain whak we are; should we

not try to improve on the hit-and- niss nature of Nature's

-ways? These are some retlections supgested by the con-

cept of genetic engineering. This unit begins with a

Key Concepts

discussion of the moral issues of human experimentation.
It concludes with a discussion of th  ultimate type of such
experimentation, the Lhan),m*, of man through genetic -
mantpulation. '

The late Hermann Muller was one of the leading ad-
vocates of genetic engineering for human betterment.
Among other things. he advocated the creation of a sperm
bank tor the preservation and transmission of “superior”
wenes.  The contributors would be individuals endowed
with what are generally considered outstanding charac-
teristics of mind and body. This bank would be available
to enable prospective parents to chioose the characteristics
of the children they decide to raise.

Such a proposal might sound ideal. but what are some
of the implications and problems that it raises? Apart
from the fact that some biologists have disputed that such
breeding is technically feasible in the near or even distant
future. efforts in this direction are being made. As Robert
Sinsheimer has already suggested. it is only caution now
that can prevent unfortunate, irreversible tampering with
natural processes. The concluding article by Jonas raises
those moral issues that must come to the fore, given the
enlarged scope of our powers over natural processes. The
cautions he suggests are in the form of guiding principles.
First, we must never presume that we actually do know
and fully understand what constitutes human excellence.
We must always leave room for what potentially can be
because of the actual manifold possibilities inherent in the
gene pool.  And secondly, we must never violate the
right of future individuals to authentic action that de-
mands that each human life “finds its own way and be a
surprise to itselt.” J

Genetics: The scientific study of heredity, which is part
of_molectelar tology. This is a branch ot biology concerned
with explaining biological phenomena in molecular terms.
A molecule is the ultimate unit quantity or smallest portion
of an element or compound that can exist by itselt and
retain all the chemical properties of that elerdent or com:
pound. The molecule DNA (deoxyribonucleic acid) is the
basis of heredity. DNA molecules are.the largest bio-
logically active molecules known. According to the
model developed by james Watson and Francis Crick,
DNA forms a double helix. each sk}.md of which is com-
plementary to its partner. DNA s found in the nucleus
of every living cell.

=
o
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Genetic intervention: Any interference in the genetic
constitution of an organism (genofupe), as distinguished from
the visible characteristic (phenotupe).  These physical appear-
ances are the result of both heredity and environment.
A wide variety of terms are used in regard to genetic
interventions, for example, positive and negative eugenics,
genetic therapy. genetic engineering, genetic surgery.
Some eugenic interventions are used for therapeutic pur-
poses, some for breeding purposes. Eugenics denotes an
improvement in the kind of offspring produced.

Recombinant DNA: A mosaic of DNA fragments from
different types of cells. The molecular biologist can
reassemble these fragments and insert them into a host



cell. The DNA molecule will then become a permanent
part of the organism’s genetic complement.

Brain death: A criterion for determining when a person
is functionally dead. In the so-called Harvard criteria
standard for determining brain death. it is equated with
“irreversible coma.” The Harvard committee. which
published a document on this topic in 1908, listed three

Factual Review Questions

observable signs for brain death: unreceptivity and un-
responsivity, no matter what the stimulus; no movements
or breathing without artificial support; no reflexes. A
wholly tlat electroencephalogram (EEG) was considered
confirmation ot these signs. The Harvard criteria are
currently widely used. but the whole issue is under dis-
cussion.

I. What are some of the disputable gc als ot biomedical
research that Jonas discusses? ;

2. What are some ot the conditions for informed
consent, according to Jonas’ first Reader selection?

3. Why does Jonas demand a maxirnal definition of
death regarding organ transplants? '

4. What are some ot the moral issues involved in the
Tuskegee Syphilis Study?

5, What. according to Oden; has popular American
moral judgment not yet learned to do?

6. Why did Judge Muir deny the petition of Karen
Ann Quinlan’s parents? .

7. For what main reason did the New Jersey Supreme
Court overturn Judge Muir’s decision?

Essay and Discussion Questions

What right does Calitornia‘s Natural Death Act
recognize?

s

9. Why does Provonsha insist on a Judeo-Christian solu-
tion to the problem ot what we mean by Ianan?

10. What human c;apaciky does Provonsha see as central
in this matter?

11. What does Muller mean by genetic betterment?
12. What means tor achieving it does Muller suggest?

13. Why is human experimentation in genetics so
fraught with dangers, according to Jonas?

14. What three types of biological control does Jonas
distinguish?

15. Why. ultimately. does Jonas rule out direct tamper-
ing with human genotypes?

1. If you were asked, would you volunteer to be a sub-
ject in biomedical recearch if the problem being investi-
gated did not directly serve your health needs? Suppose
it.did or that it served the needs of a close relative?
Discuss this hypothetical situation and give the reasons
for your response.

Suggested Guidelines

—Review the articles by Jonas and pay special attention to
the meaning ot informed consent.

—Consider the protocol given by Barber and the Teasons
why you chose a particular response.

—Reflect on whether society has any moral claim to vour
parﬁcipah'éh. Y w1 might review the article by judith

2. If you were the judge in the Karen Ann Quinlan case,

~ how would you have decided and why?

Suggested Guidelines

—Review the Reader selections by Jonas (the first one),
Oden, the New Jersey Supreme Court, and Provonsha.
—Consider the arguments pro and con that you consider
the most weighty.

—Reflect on what you would want done to you if you
were in her position.

—Read the provisions ot the Natural Death Act. Con-
sider whether you would make such a living will and
your reasons.

Thomson in the unit on abortion.

o
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3. Discuss the pros and cons of genctic engineering
directed toward the “‘betterment’” of man. To which
position do you incline and why?

Suggested Guidelines
—Review the three articles by Jonas and the one by

“Muller.

Suggested Reading

—Distinguish the various types of genetic intervention.
_-Retlect on what you consider ideal ‘characteristics for
the children you would want to see brought into the
world. .

— Balance these with the realities you see of your own
children or of children in your tamily. Do you wish
they were difterent?

by Hans Jonas

Articles

Chorover, Stephen L. Big Brother and Isycho-technology
Povchoiogy Tendaw O)tober 1973

Simonaitis. Juseph 't "Recent Decisions on Intormed Consent ”
feural of e Amean Mediog Aveiten July 24 1972 June
25, 1973 and July 2 1973

Watson, James [ Moving Toward Clonal Man: Is This What
We Want? Atant, Montha May 1971

Books

Becker. Emust i Domd ot Deatit New York: Free Press, 1973
A study of man’s innate tear ot death and his attempts to
transcend 1t through such expressions as” heroism, narcissism,
religion. and even neurosis.

Delgado, José M. R. Phusial Conbrel or tite Mo Toeand w Doy
crthzed Souety. New York: Harper & Row, 1909, Aninter-
nationally respected neurophysiologist descnbes his own re-
search n various aspects ot behavior contrad through the im-
plantation ot electrodes. and he evaluates the ethical and
social implications ot electncal control ot behavior.

Freund, Paul A, ed. Lrpommouing setic Hanun Subtects. New
York. Braziller, 1970 A collection ot essays on the subject
trom a variety ot disciphines and viewpoints that was ariginally
published as an 1ssue of Daadile

Janas, Hans, Phuicsophied bssaue From Amaent Cread b Technoiogna!
AMan, Englewood Chitts NUJ. Prentice-Hall. 1974, A collec:
tion ot essays. some ot which have been excerpted in the
Reader. ‘Mord! Chtzs o Contemporary Sotehe. See especially "On
Expenimenting with Human Subjects”” “Comments on the
Detintion and Redetimtion ot Death,” “Biological Engineer-
ing,” and "Contemporary Problems in Ethicy trom a Jewish
Perspective.” : '

Katz. Jay. ef al Eaperomentaney stk Haman Bemge New York:
Russell Sage Foundation. 1972 A comprehensive, thoughttul
examination of the concept of human expenmentation. A
variety of perspectives induding those ot the researcher and
of the subject. are presented.

Lewrs, C. S, The Adolition ot Aan New York Macmillan, 1947,

" A series ot three articies in which Lewis detends traditional
moralizy against its debunkers .

Ramsey. Paul. fubricatsd Man New Haven Conn.; Yale Uni-
versity Press, 1970 A discussion ot the problems associated
with new or imminent puwers of genetic control. The volume
is divided 1nto three sechons: “Moral and Religious Implica-
tions of Genetic Control,” “Shall We Clone a Man.” and “Par-
enthood and the tuture ot Man by Artiticial Donor Insemi-
nation.” Ramsey 1s a protessor ot religion at Princeton.

. Ihe bt of Fewd Reearch. New Haven, Conn.: Yale
University Press. 1975, A study of the ethical and legal impli-
cations of experimentation on still-living human fetuses.

Rosenteld, Albert. e Second Genests: The Coming Control of Life.
New York: Arena, 1972, The science editor of Life magazine
surveys the philosophical and moral dimensions of anticipated
biolagical and sociological developments such as widespread
birth control, artificial insemination, organ transplants, and
the postponement of death.

Suente New-. March 22, 1975, Special lssue: “Decision at Asil-
omar.” A report on the spring 1975 meeting of an interna-
tional group of molecular biologists and their decision to draft
a sociopolitical and ethical statement about the future of ge.
netic research. .

Skinner, B. F.  Bewond Freedom and Dignity. New York:
Knopt. 1971. The noted Harvard psychologist argues that we
must revise our. traditional notions of freedom and dignity
and develop a technology of behavior control as powerful and
accurate as our physical and biological technologies.

Sollitto and Vestch, compilers.  Bibliegraphy of Soctety. Ethucs and
Ve Life Suenes. Hastings-on-Hudson, N.Y.: Institute of Society,
Ethics and the Life Sciences, 1974 and 1975. A comprehensive
bibliography.

Additional Suggestions

Recommended by Philip Riett

Articles .

Fletcher, John. “Human Experimentation.” Law wml Contemporiry
Problems, Fall 1967 (pp. 633-034, 646-047).

Freund, Paul A. “Ethical Problems in Human Experimentation.”
New Englhond Journal of Meduine. September 23, 1905.

Maclntyre, Alasdair. “How Virtues Become Vices,"  Encounler,
July 19758 (pp. 15-17).

Szasz, Thomas S.  "The Moral Physician.”  Center Mugazine,
March/April 1975 (pp. 2~3, 9).

Books

Hilton, Bruce, ef al.. eds. Ethual lsues o Human Genetns.  New
York: Plenum Press, 1973, A vollection of papers by physi-
cians, lawyers, ethicists, theologians. and geneticists gives
varied perspectives on the implications of advances in genetics,
See particulary the article by Daniel Callahan, “The Meaning
and Significance of Genetic Disease,” pp. 88-90.
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13. The Morality of Work and Play

Learning Objectives

To understand

the meanings and interrelations of waork and play and sports

why work and play are moral issues in themeelves
the concept ot leisure and its special tunctions

the personal dimensions of these 1ssues

Overview

~Many ot the central moral issues discussed in this course

revolve around human dignity and treedom. To be truly
human means to realize one’s individual nature and to
fulfill one’s human capacities in harmony with each other.
A person is a self-defining being in the sense that each
individual seeks this realization and fulfillment through
enacting certain role patterns, engaging in certain activities
and modes of self-expression. In the amount of time and
dedication invested'in them, work and play must surely
be the most prominent among these self-detining activities.
In fact, to ask who a person is is almost always equi. alent
to asking what a person does. .

It should be expected, then, that activities that occupy
much of our working life involve signiticant moral dimen-

" sions.” But it is important that this be properly under-

stood. Most evidently., moral issues are raised by what
we might term the external aspects of work and play:
They involve observing honesty. standards of expected
performance, and relations to justified and moral ends.
But there is also an ethic to work and play in themselves,
apart from considerations of their etfects. Because they
are human activities, springing from human consciousness,
drives. urges, and purposes. they are nural activities. En.

" gaging in them affects the way we are, the way we de-

velop. In this sense they are very important elements of
self-definition.

The purpose af this unit is to help clarify the human
significance of wbrk and play in terms of their human
meanings, their contributions to personal development.

© 60
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and the dangers and detriments to that personal develop-
ment that they involve.

- Martin Marty's newspaper article sets some of the -
modern problems of work and play in historical and
current perspective. Pointing to the religious associations
they conjire up, he suggests that loss of these religious
aspects may be responsible for many of the discontents
and dis-eases or sense of general restlessness ‘of modern
civilization. The religious ‘dimensions were highly per-
sonal ones; they involved a personal salvation, a sense of
place in this life, and a striving for happiness in the next.
Much of the work and play that people engage in today,
Marty argues, has a depersonalizing effect on them. Self-
expression has turned into alienation in work and com.
pulsion in play. What is needed as’a corrective is a
reevaluation of work and play in the sense of restoring
their luman value and role in personal development.

In the first Reader selection, Richard Burke undertakes
to define work and play and to show how, when properly
understood, their true significance in.and for human exis-
tence is revealed. Again, as stated before, the meanings
of things should not be understood only in a mental or
conceptual sense; meaning is a unifying tendency, a
means of actual coping in life. This is why work and
play involve significant moral dimensions.

One of the main obstacles in the way of a proper
understanding of these activities is the tendency to view
work and play in terms of contrast or even contradiction.
Other aspects of this tendency will be discussed later in



Q

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Joset Pieper's article. What Burke strives to Jo i his

anelysis is to show that work and play are complemen:

taries. that there is a unitied and unitying aspect to them
that almost merges their purposes and contributions to
the ‘wholeres~ ot human existence.  Another word tor
wholeness is mifegrity. In line with the Jdetinibon ot mean-
ing given above, to be integrated, to be integral. i to be
unified, united to a whole  Thus meaningtulness whole
ness. and integrity are interrelated aspects of the comple-
mentary activities ot work and play. And so-Burke con-
cludes his analysis with a «tatement of his tormula tor
utopia: “a cemmunity in which everyone plays at work
and works at play.”

The short excerpt by Max Weber highlights the theme

" that “nothing is worthy ot a man unless he can pursue it

with passionate devotion.” Though this theme is devel-
oped in the context of the necessity ot specialization tor
creativity in the pursuit of knowledge, it naturally leads
to retlection on some of the notso-creative aspects of
misplaced passionate devotion.
Nicholas Lemann is a case in puoint.
dangers of the passion ot ambition in the purswit of suc:
cess. When “making it” becomes a comuming drive.
what happens to idealism, seme ot community, moral
consciousness?- Lemann gives his vies ot what happens,
and he does this in the context of the special dangers
presented by living in a metropolitar. area as contrasted
with the small tosn or community in which one dévelops
cultural and tamilial roots.

The discussion by

Lemann was speaking of the upwardly mobile member
of the work force. VWhat happens to the tactory worker
who not only lacks the opportunity tor this mobility.
but whose work is calculated to produce anything but

passionate devotion? Several recent television programs,

have highlighted the sense of alienation and depersonal-
ization attendant upon the modern automated production
line. The term most often used in reterence to the repe-
titious monctony involved was mind deadening.”
Daniel Bell explores some turther implications of auto-
mation for the postindustrial society.  Automation in
industry as described here goes beyond the automatic
reactions assoctated with the productionline worker. In
postindustrial society. it involves the replacement ot even
this minimum direct personal though depersonalizing par-
ticipation in the production process. With the achieve:
ment. of automation, all the worker need do is push a

For Bell there are both

button and observe the process

He retlects on the

positive and negative aspects to such developments. For .

one thing. the worker 15 provided with a greater inter:
factory mobility and the possibility of.working at several
different stages ot the production process.  But on the
negative side. we have the nagging question of what is

wn

.

there to constructively teed the tantasy of the idle mind
that such automation will bring about? Simone de Beau-
vorr's discussion in Unit 5 is very apropos in this context.

From industrial work we turn to sports, or, more accur-
ately. to the work ot sports. Friedrich Juenger draws a

provocative parallel between technology and its processes

and modern organized sparts. Mechanization, technique,
automation, teamwork . specialization, and economic in-
centive characterize the modern industrial process. These
same factors are just as evident in organized sports, even
down to the vocabulary used. Juenger also laments the
subversions ot aesthetic and ascetical standards that are
involved. The exaggerated musculature of the modern
protessional athlete is a perversion of the ideal ot the
sound and beautitul body. The ascetic discipline imposed
tor ephemeral goals is a mockery of religious asceticism.

" Gary Shaw’s personal account of what it is like to be
an athlete—be it in college or professional ball—illustrates
some ot Juenger's contentions.  First there is the industrial
vocabulary: mechanical, well-oiled, forty-hour week,
teamwork. work break, and so forth. Next, and more
signiticantly, is the perversion of spiritual values like
disciple. renunciation, guilt. Ultimately the motivation
tor undergoing all this physical ana mental hardship is
the pursuit ot success and both emotional and financial
security. ‘

The selegtion from Lance Rentzels book reveals his
personal feelings about the importance of being part of a
team, all ot whose members are working toward the same
goal. The values he sces of close camaraderie, under-
standing tellowship. and mutuar support were all signifi-
cant aspects of his recovery from personal near disaster.

The concluding sclection from Joset Pieper is an ana-
lysis ot the meaning of leisure. 'n line with the theme
of Burke's article, Pieper shows the historical basis of our
erroneous conception that work contrasts with leisure and
that we work in order to have leisure. This leads to a
misconception of the real meaning of leisure. In Pieper’s
analysis. leisure is a means of opening oneself to life's
enriching possibilities.  Leisure is a form of celebration. The
Latin verb from which this word is derived means, among
other things, “to Hll up with something: to solemnize: to
attirm and recognize the importance of something.™ In
this sense. then, leisure is a turning of the inner self toward
contemplation of one’s place in the, interrelated wholeness
that is the world. It is a vision of the meaning of self in
terms of the broader vision of God's creative act. Thus
leisure. properly understood and engaged in, serves the

purpose of enabling a person to attain integrity and___

wholeness, both within and in relation to the totality of
reality.

61
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Key Concepts

Protestant ethic: A term coined by German sociologist
Max Weber to characterize the major elements of the
relationship between the motivation to work and the de-
velopment of industrial capitalism. Weber's analysis
places the roots of this ethic in Protestant theology - which
he argued is the source of those moral attitudes that
stress hard work, frugality. cooperative selt-restraint.
. These standards he judged to affect the major part of the
American population. :

Classical liberal ethic: A term used for those middlelass
values that set the tone of American society in regard to
-Wwork and capitalism. It rejects a theological basis to
_American work attitudes —economic achievement, per-
“sorial " responsibility, income incentive—and sees these
values as arising from a defense of middle-class interests
and consequently of capitalism. The work Jus« refers to

—

Factual Review Questions

people who occupy the same rung on the economic

ladder.

Mobility: A term used to refer to the movement of indi-
viduals. Economic and soual moblit refer to movement on
the economic and social ladder and generally connote the
availability of opportunities for advancement and the
absence of barriers, such as castes or class lines. Geographic
mobility refers to movement from one place to another; it
is often undertaken in the hopes of achieving economic
and social mobility.

Work, play, sport, leisure: The analysis of these con-
cepts is the subject of several essays in this unit. They are
complex and interrelated concepts according to the
authors of these discussions. To this extent, they are
open-ended concepts, subject to amplification and mod-
ification

1. Why, according to Marty, have work and play usually
been associated with religious ideas?

2. Why does Marty think people feel alienated in their
work?

3. In Burke’s analysis, what common features do work
and play share?

4. What is Burke’s formula for utopia?

5. What, in Weber's view. is the importance of special-
ization?

6. What does Lemann mean by “mobility ethic™?

7. What are some of the advantages of smaller commun-
ities according to Lemann?

8. What are some of the advantages and disadvantages
Bell finds in automation?

Essay and Discussion Questions

9. What does Bell mean when he says that work has a
deeper “moral unconscious” than the normative con-
ceptions he speaks of?

10. List some of the parallels that ]buenger draws between
sports and technology.

11. Why does Juenger maintain that there is a peculiar
sterility in sports today?

12. What are some of these technological parallels that you
detect in Shaw's article? '

13. How does Rentzel’s attitude toward football differ
from Shaw's?

14. Why does Pieper reject the position that we work in
order to have leisure?

15. What does Pieper maintain is the justification and
whole point of leisure?

1. What roles do work and play fulfill in your life?
How do you view them as means and/or ends of
realizing your personal goals?

Suggested Guidelines
—Review the discussions by Burke. Lemann. Juenger,
and Pieper. '

55

—Consider how you view the sort of work you engage
in and the reasons why you engage in it other than to
make a living.

—What do you do for recreation for the most part, and
why?

—What do you hope for out of life?

o
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. 2. Write an essay giving your attitudes about modern

professional sports, including intercollegiate competi-
tion. Argue for or against the roles these activities
play in modern’society. '

Suggested Guidelines

—Review Burke’s definition of play and the articles by
Juenger, Shaw, and Rentzel. -
—Consider which sports events you view and why.
—Reflect on the organization of the sports world and
whether you approve of it or think it needs change.
—If you had or have children, would you want them to
be professional athletes?

Suggested Reading

3. Discuss the issue of whether full automation of
_industry would be a blessing or a bane to modern
society. '

Suggested Guidelines

— Review Bell’s article on automation, its advantages and
disadvantages.

—Reflect on Pieper’s definition of leisure and what it
means for the use ot free time.

—Consider what you would do it you had more free
time from work. What do you think most people would
do? p

- by Martin E. Marty

Ahlstrom. Sydney E. A Religtous History of the Amernam People New
Haven, Conn.- Yale Umversity Press. 1972 and Garden City.
N.Y.: Doubleday. 1975, Now available in paperback. this is the
big, and basic work that anyone who wants to understand the
religious background to American culture should consult. While
it does not accent the world of work and play. that world is not
comprehensible without some outline of the main events in the
religious past. :

Anderson, Nels. Work wd Lasre - Glencoe, llL: Free Press, 171,
Anderson packs an enormous amount of data on the interacting
worlds of work and leisure into 200 pages, and th:eads it all
together in a way that it will guide people into r.ore compli-
cated understandings.

Callois. Roger. Muan, Pl woud Games Glencoe, Hll; Free Press,
1961, One of the best-known modern interpretations of the
part play plays in shaping a healthy culture. Callois has been
a strong intluence on other theorists and observers.

Cox, Harvey The Feast of bools Cambridge. Mass.: Harvard
University Press. 1909 A famous “mod” theologian otters a
Christian detense ot play and leisure, informed by biblical,
medieval, and philosophical inspirations.  Excellent therapy
for those who in a reminiscently Christian culture assodiate
religion only with the gnim and dour elements of work lite

De Grana. Sebastian (0 Time Worl wond Lesure. New York:
Doubleday. 1902, Time is the dominating theme of this
thoughtiul work in which the author <hows its impact on the
conception of lite. especially as it relates to wok and the ab-
conception of hte especially as it relates to work and the ab-
wenee of work to leisure used and misused.

Dulles, Foster R, A Hhiatory o Recreation. Amere Loans te Dine
running jump through the helds of American play: the span
of three centunes provides perspective on present-day amuse-
ments.,

Gellner. Ernest.  Dhaucht wond Change
Chicago Press. 1904, A rather dithicult but cleverly wntten
argument about modern philosophy as it derives trom indus-
trialization: a study ot the processes of change in the human
landscape and in mental processes.

Chicago: University of =

Herzberg, Frederick. Work and the Nuture of Men. Cleveland and
New York: World Publishing Co., 1966. While the author is -
really laying the ground work for his own psychological
theories and tindings about a “motivation-hygiene” factor. the
first half of the book will interest anyone who wants to
understand work, with or without the Herzberg theory. .

Huizinga. Johan. Homo Liders: A Stuy of the Play Element in Culhure.
Boston: Beacon Press, 1955. Huizinga, a Dutch historian ot
culture, has written the most important modern book on the
way all of culture can be seen as grounded in leisure and
play.  Newcomers to the field may find the bock slow going
at times, but whoever is the least bit patient will find new
reasons for taking a second look at war, religion. work, and
the rest of culture.

Larfabee, Eric. and Rolf Meyersohn, eds. Muss Lasure. Glencoe,
Ill.: Eree Press. 1958, Hzre is a collection of expert essays on
the theory and practice of leisure and play; some of the essays
refer to Europe, but the accent is on America. There is a
very extensive bibliography of literature on the subject
through 1958.

LeMasters, E. E. Blue-Collar Arictocrats: Life-Stule af a Working-Cliss
Tagern. Madison, Wis.: University of Wisconsin, Press, 1975.
A sociologist “went slumming” in a tavern where upper-level
blue-collar workers took their leisure. and came up with a
faithful picture of their attitudes, not all of which suggest that

. alienation and discontent are pervasive.

) Miller. Susanna. The Pswhology of Pl Baltimore. 1968. Because

the roots of play are in the worlds of animals and children, a
psychological analysis of what they mean in those worlds is
basic to an understanding of what goes wrong in the adult
world. Play has biological function. says this evolutionary
thinker. . :

Mills. C. Wright. Winte Collar. New York: Oxford University
Press, 1956, Mills, a sociologist who criticized American life
“from the left,” was a gifted observer of peoples roles. In
this classic he took apart the work of the white-collar classes
and showed just how it had come about that so many people
had been deprived of meaning in their work.
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"Rahner. Hugo.

Mumford, Lewis. Tehnics and Crthzaton New York: Harcourt,
Brace and-World, 1943 Lewis Mumford, whose own model
for the good society 15 an integrated one that seems to draw
on the pattern of certarn medicval monasteries, uses it to criti-
cize technology and industrialization. This 15 an early work
that remains in continuity with what Mumford and less gitted
analysts have been saying ever since.

Nye. Russel B. The Unemburrassed Meuse. New York: Dial, 1970.
Popular arts and culture are important in Amenca’s world o
leisure and pliy, and Nye does a once-overhightly of the
whole field in the American past.

Oldham, |. H. Work, o Modern seaey Richmond. Va.: John
Knox, 1961. Hardly more than a pamphlet. this elegantly
traces the Christian understandings ot work and how they
have had to be adapted to tace the modern situation.

Man at P, New York: Herder & Herder, 1972
This book is not always easy to hind. but it is worth wcklnp,
Rahner has wntten a philosophically protound little tract on
the religious ideas behind play. with accent on both classical
Greek and biblical sources.

Rosenberg, Bernard, and David Manning White, eds. M Cul-
tre: The Popular Arte i Amena. - Glencoe, lll: Free Press,
1957, The éditors collected some of the most searching and
provocative essays having to do with popular arts in the mid-
dle of the twentieth century.

Terkel, Studs. IVorimy  New York: Random House. 1974,
Terkel is a Chicago radio personahity who has a gift for draw-
ing out of ordinary people some rather eloquent statements.
He does not appear in his own interviews; they come as
monologues. But he 15 to be credited for the way in which
he lets people spin out the rewards and trals that they assoct-
ate with every kind of task.

Ware, Norman.  The Dufwstrial Worker, 1540-15¢0. Gloucester.
Mass.. Peter Smith. 1958, Whoever wishes to havc an under-
standnnp. ot how the industrial process began to attect the lives

57

ot Americans will do well to consult this half-century-old
depiction, originally published in 1924; it concentrates on the
mills of New England.

Weber. Max. The Protestant Mmd. New York, 1952, “The Pro-
testant ethic” has a strange way of turning up in the world
that was little influenced by Protestantism, wherever indus-
trialism and capitalism inspire initiative and competition. But
it- happens that on American soil it was chiefly Protestants
who brought such a framework. and Weber’s seminal state;
ment of what all was involved in this ethics is basic for any
discussion of the subject of work and vocation.

Additional Suggestions

Recommended by Philip Rieff -

Brosnan, Jim. "What We're Losing by Our Craze for Winning.”
Today's Health, May 1971 (pp. 17-19).

Dahl, Gordon. Emergence of a Leisurc Ethic.”
November 1972 (pp. 1124-1126)"

De Jouvenal, Bertrand. “How to Make Work En;oyable The
Listener, December 15, 1955 (p. 1031).

Horkheimer, Max. “Art and Mass Culture.”
aml Miss Culture, 1941 (pp. 203-294),

James, ‘William, “The Gospel of Relaxation.”
Reprinted in Praemateon wnd Other Essaus,
ton Sauare Press. 1903 (pp. 242-245),

Marty. Martin E.  “The Spirits Holy Errand: The Search for a
Spiritual Style in Secular America.” Duedalus, Winter 1967 (pp.
99-112), '

Reisman, David, and Ruel Denney. “Football in America: A
Study in Culture Ditfusion.”™  Amerian Quarterhe 1951, Re-
prnted in fudenliadisom Reconsudored. Glencoe, Hl: Free Press,
1954 (pp. 242-243, 253-255),

Cimstur Century,

Stuldtes - Phulosephy

Senbwiers, 1899,
New York: Washing.
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14. The Morality of Business

i.eaming Obiectives

To understand

how déing business and being eithical can go hand in hand

what factors in the very nature of business make it difficult to be ethical

the historical development ot the relation of business to social concerns and responsibilities

the special problems that arise in exercising moral responsibility because ot the nature of corporate organization

Overview

Vying in the popularity polls with television series about
crime and police work are several recent series dealing ‘with
the world of big business. Some obvious parallels can be
drawn’ between the two sorts of shows, such as the issues
of honesty and the use of force and power. Apart from
this, those that deal with business show an overriding con-
cem for the acquisition and maintenance of power, personal

and corporate. It is power—monetary and political, techni-

cal and marketing—that is at the heart of the moral issues

raised regarding the business world. The central questions-

are: Whom does or should that power serve? What are
the moral restraints it should observel Who is responsible
for its misuse and how should that misuse be punished?
What reforms are needed, and what are the limits of pos:
sible reforms without the overthrow of the institutions

"themselves? This unit deals with these issues in the context

of the capitalism that characterizes our society.

In his newspaper article for this unit, Martin Marty de-
picts, what the current business situation looks like and
delineates the factors involved in understanding the moral
issues attached to doing business. Marty gives an insight
into. both sides of the issue—the attack being made on
business today and the arguments in its defense. He dis-
cusses three proposals toward improving the relations be-
tween business and the larger concerns of society: Business
should be viewed in a larger context of values. it should
look at long-range interests. and-{ should develop moral

- leadership.

One of the most: noted and shllﬁuoked attacks against
free enterprise capitalism has come from the pen of Karl
Marx. In the excerpt given here, he argues that the very
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notion of ’capikalism is a perversion of right order. For
capitalism, in its attempt to create a world in its own
image, destroys all human and humane values in the
pursuit of profit and material production goals.

Recent Nobel Laureate Milton Friedman presents a.
defense of free enterprise capitalism. He maintains that it
is the best economic guarantee_for freedom, both political
and consumer, that has.yet been devised. For one thing,

+it restrains the power to coerce, be it on the part of gov-

ernment or of corporations, Because business is free,
within certain bounds, to make its own way, it can exert
economic checks and balances on the government. Be-
cause the market it engages in is a competitive one, it
offers a variety of choices to the consumer who can, by
his purchasing power, influence what is produced. Finally,
Friedman argues, because of the open competitiveness of
the job market, workers can advocate radical change
without (in theory at. least) their means of making a living

_being taken away from them in reprisal.

Restraints on the power of business are not new in
economic history. Nicholas Eberstadt gives a historical
survey of the relationships petween business and society,
power and responsibility, that have existed since the times
of the ancient Greeks. What becomes evident is that
this sense of responsibility of busines for and to the public
interest is a tradition stretching from antiquity to the
nineteenth century, the time of the Industrial Revolution.
But with the advent of luissez-faire capitalism in the nine-
teenth century and the great economic expansion that
took place in this country, the moral climate changed.
The philosophy of business was that the general good was

€5



Q

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

most properly served by the pursuit of individual selt:
interest. That often was translated to mean e public
be damned.” The new mood today. according to Eber-
stadt, is to a renewed sense of corporate responsibility,
within the realities of the modern conditions of business.
And as a call to responsibility, it is a return to tradition,
The contention of the next article by Wayne Leys is
that this moral consciousness of corporate responsibility
has been at work for some time now in American busi.
ness., It is evident in the fact that business executives
do more thinking about values now. No matter that there
might be external pressures that torce this. The impor-
tant thing is that the trend is there and shows growing
indications that it is tounded in a moral consciousness.
For Ralph Nader this trend toward moral awareness s
too feeble and too inettective. The consumer is still
getting shabby treatment from business. both in product
value and safety. The consumer movement is making
the ethical point that business practices are a crime against
the public good and as such a menace to law and order in
America. This is all the more true because business uses

- the ideology of free competition, which is supposed to

protect the consumer. in order to actually defraud him.
To bring about retorms and transtormations of insti-

.tutions. as opposed to revolutions, involves understanding
- the nature of the institution or organization involved.

Gus Tyler analyzes the nature of the modern corporation
with the intent of showing what is and is not possible,
given its essential structure and the goals it necessarily
pursues. Corporations operate and survive on the protit
motive. That is the first reality that limits them. The

second is that their prime responsibility is to their share.

holders whose rioney they hold in trust. These share-
holders constitute a corporation’s constituency.  This
means that a corporation interacts with society as a fac.
tion among other factions, all secking a mode of “living
and functioning that is beneticial to the interests of each

| Key Concepts

and all. A very special problem arises because corpora
tions are enmeshed with other economic institutions,
each with its own constituency. As a result, it is ex-
tremely difticult, it not impossible, to point to a locus of
social conscience. Tyler is not arguing that there should
not be one. His point is that the difficulties involved
must be considered. ‘

The probldm of atfixing responsibility becomes even
more ditficult when we consider the international aspects
ot business. The recent bribery scandals involving big
business abroad as well as documentation of our govern-
ment’s interference in the politics of toreign countries on
behalt of American businesses have highlighted the role
of multinational corporations in the world economy. The
impression may have been given that the multinationals
are a phenomenon difterent in kind from our big national
corporations and therefore subject to different standards:
Robert Heilbroner argues that this is not the case. He
sees them as extensions bevond national boundaries of
national companies, motivated by the same impulses of
power and competitive struggle and helped by the same
agencies and resources of government. Further. the pre-
sence of these companies in foreign lands exerts no more
a pernicious influence upon a foreign economy and poli-
tics than investment alone did in earlier times. While
admitting that the existence of the muitinationals poses

" some new problems, Heilbroner argues that they stiil re-

main traditional expressions of capitalism.

The concluding article by Wiiliam Carley emphasizes
a major novelty about multinational corporations: The
recent toreign bribery scandals have revealed that, for all
practical reasons, the guilty parties remain immune from
prosecution. The fact that legal controls on an interna-
tional basis are unlikely makes it likely that the way of
doing business that marked these scandals will continue.
The realities of business, its spokesmen claim, demand it.

Capitalism: An economic system based on the legal pri.

vate ownership of the means ot production, tor example, -
factories, land. and capital. and on the determination of

the distribution of resources and wealth th-ough a com-
petitive market system based on the laws ot supply and
demand. American capitalism is a wnpolled capitalism in
which the federal government has created regulatory
agencies to oversee the activities of the free enterprise
system. The government also intervenes in the economy

“through taxation, subsidies, and the actual operation of
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some enterprises such as schools, creating a mixed economy
rather than the pure free enterprise system outlined by
Friedman.

Socialism: An economic system in which the means of

. production are owned and controlled by the government

or other public bodies. The laws of supply and demand
are rejected in favor of a planned economy. Also, an
equitable distribution of goods among all members of so-
ciety is a primary goal.
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Laissez-faire: Literaily. “leave-alone™ thas a philosophy
that advocates minimal wovernment regulation ot the
economy. Herbert Spencer, the tounder of soas Duarentiant
and William Graham Sumner wete among its leading,
advacates.  Social Darwinism is the doctnine that holds
that the, principles behind the tree market operation are
similar to those of evolution —mdividual and group eco-
nomic competition preserve the stromy and chminate the
weak,

Corporation: A business entity. wenerally composed ot
charcholders ot stock who are the presuimed sourde ot
policy and authonty and whose votes in mattens regarding,
company vperation and policy are werghted according to
how many shares ot stock they hold In most corpora:

Factual Review Questions

tions, the actual voting is done by giving one's proxy to
the directors or to a tew other active members.

Consumer-interest group: A nonprofit public interest
organization that has as its purpose the fostering and pro-
tection of letimate consumer rights and interests.

Corporate responsibility: The notion that the corppration,
along with its obligations to its shareholders. also has
obligations to the society at large. which include ;ﬁomnb
ing the common good by posilive contributions to human
weltare as well as abstaining from those acts deemed. det-
nmental to society. for example, irresponsible pollution,
price tixing, production of shoddy or unsate merchandise,
and so on.

1. What are some of the reasons Marty gives tor the
whole business system being under attack today?

to

.~ What three proposals tor retorm does Marty discuss?

1 \What does Mary mean by saving that capitalism
creates a world atter its own image?

1 For what reasons does Friedman maintain that free
enterprise capitalism is a detense of treedom?

What two conditions does Friedman hold necessary to
satewuard voluntary cooperation in a tree, pnivate
exchange economy”

n

o. Why does Eberstadt maintain that the present tree
enterprise system s the exception, not the rule of
Western political economy?

 What change did nineteenthcentury ez philo-
sophy bring?

Essay and Discussion Questions

3. On what grounds does Leys maintain that modern
business executives do more thinking about values
than their counterparts of an earlier era?

9. What is Nader’s main contention about and accusation
against American business?

»

10. Why does Nader see the consumer movement as
motivated by ethical rather than ideological demands?

11. What two major restraints does Tyler discuss in con-
nection with the limitations of corporations?

12, What is the impact of the fact that today ownership of
corporations has become moré impersonal? .

13, \What is the main point that Heilbroner makes about
multinational corporations?

14, What are some of the new problems these multi-
national corporations have introduced?

15, What nugjor new development in multinational corper-
“ations does Carley detect?

1. Discuss the contention that dishonesty is built into
the business sysiem because this is the nature of free
enterprise capitalism, Do you agree or disagree? Give
your reasons,

Suggested Guidelines
——Review the articles by Marty Marx, Nader. and Tyler
_ Consider the points about treedom.made by Friedman,

¢7

-_Reflect on what sort of ethical means you yourselt
would (or do) tollow it you were (or are) in business.
"—Consider the poals of business and whether they are
compatible with your standards ot honesty.

2. What has been your reaction to and evaluation of
the recent foreign bribery scandals? Discuss the moral
principles you think should be involved in dealing with
foreign countries in business deals.
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Suggested Guidelines
* —Review the factors limiting corporate responsibility a
Tyler discusses them.
—Consider the analyses given by Heilbroner and Carle
on the nature and problems of the multinational
corporations.
—Retlect on what etfective steps. it any. vou think are
feasible in dealing svith the problem ot payotts

Suggested Reading

\
3. Do )}du think enough is being done by both busi-
ness and government to protect the consumer? What
reforms or laws, if any, would you like to see enacted?

Suggested Guidelines

—Examine Nader’s arguments against the way big busi-
ness is conducted.

—Evaluate Tylers discussion of the limitations vn cor-
porate responsibility.

—Do you think you can intluence policy in any way to
change the stuation? How and'or why?

by Martin E. Marty

‘Books

“Bell, Daniel.  The Cultiod Conbrgiicons of Capibelsm. New York,
H

1970, Bell sees a contradichon between a grim and purpasive
{almost Protestant) business ethic and a hedonist and reckless
leisure style; in the process he sets forth some rather protound
“observations on the need for better grounding than we now
have for attitudes toward business. work, and leisure.

Calian, Carnegie Samuel.  The Gospel Avordme to the Wall Steet
Journal. Richmond. Virginia. 1975, A <ketchy and short book
on the attitudes reflected 1in the prominent business news-
paper; Calian’s is a Christian critique.

Carter. Paul A. The Spirttual Crivis of the Gilded Age. DeKalb, 11L:
Northern Illinois University Press. 1971, The .United States

- .took a basic turn toward industrialization and big business in
the late nineteenth century.  Along with it came numerous
religious traumas. Carter sets these into context.

Cawelti, John G. Apostles of the Seit-AMade AMan - Chicago: Univer-
sity of Chicago Press, 1905, Success has been a main goal
and motive in the business world, and Cawelti, as at home
with literature as with history, traces how it almost became a
religion at certain stages of the American past.

Cheit, F.. ed. The Busmess Estiblishment. New York: Wiley, 1904
Essays on public relations, advertising, marketing, and the
assumption of the business world's leaders.

De Grazia, Sebastian.  The Politcal Commuontu: A Skady of Anomie.
Chicago: University ot Chicago Press. 1948, In the present
context, the author's understandings of how people are con-
fused by the commands to compete and to cooperate. to be
active and to have leisure, are most appropriate. Anomie
refers to the norinlessness and apathy of people contused by
such directives. :

Demant, V. A. Religen and the Decline of Cupitilism. London, 1952,
At a decisive turn in British history. as the nation was moving
toward ¢ welfare state, a British thinker took a look at the part
religion had played in both the rise and transformation or
decline of capitalism: the treatise has value for America as it
seems to be shifting more and more to a planned economy.

Divita, S. F., ed. Advertang wnd the Pubdic Interest. Chicago:
University of Chicago Press, 1974, Some ot the moral and
ethical issues in advertising are subjects of essays in this an-’
thology.

Friedman. Milton.  Capibaitsme and Freedom. Chicago: University
of Chicago Press, 1902, Friedman is called a “classical econ-
omist” who believes completely in” a free economy and a
tree market: he is an enemy of most kinds of regulation and
restraint. His is a logical and rigorous statement of this posi-
tion: whoever buys into his first premise is. likely to find his
whole argument to be convincing.

Galbraith, John Kenneth. The Apluent Souets. Boston: Houghton
Mifflin, 1969. Economist Galbraith successfully stamped on
the Anrerican mind a phrasc that referred to an economy of
abundance, not of want: he also posed many issues that grow
out of such a concept and reality. )

Garrett, Thomas M. and S. ). Ethws n Business.  New York:
Appleton.Century-Crofts, 1903. A Catholic statement of the
systematic issues involved with businesst it presupposes no
technical familiarity with Catholic thought and. does not push
too hard for one religious system at the expense of apprecia-
tion of others.

Hayek, Friedrich A. The Rawd to Serfdom. Chicago: University
Chicago Press, 1965. “Hands Otf!"_is Hayek's slogan to any-
one who would tamper with or control the economy. He is .
rather strident and allows for so little compromise that he is
not always taken seriously except by people who almost be-
long to the cult of “free enterprise.” But under the rhetorical
overstatement there is a consistent and very important warn-
ing that has spoken to people of difterent economic outlooks
as well. ' L

Heilbroner, Robert L. Busmess Ciotlization n Decline. New York,
1976. The noted economic histarian envisions the develop-
ment of a planned economy after the capitalist business ver-
sion, and then explores moral and philosophical issues that
will accompany the shitt.

.The Worlidly Philosophers.  4th ed. New York: Simon &
Schuster, 1972, Heilbroner will help any reader who would
like to understand the development of economic theory: his
are succinct, cogent. and fair portrayals of the prime figures
in the history of economic thought. ' )

Hofstadter, Richard. Soaal Daremmsm in American: Theigght.  Rev.,
ed. New York: Braziller, 1959. Social Darwinism was the
fancy name some people gave to the ethical system that
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developed out of one reading of Charles Darwin and his
evolutionary theories, It was a “survival-ofthefittest” kind of
ideology. one that was widely used and even more widely

misused in the competitive economic pattern of early indus.

tnal America.

Potter, David M. People of Plentv. Chicago': University of Chicago

Press, 1954. The business factor and the economic element

in. American life is the subject of this history: Potter appre-

ciates.and celebrates the economic order that so many other

. scholars have criticized. Because there was always more pos-
sibility of invention and investment. Americans have re-
mained a prosperous and largely healthy people.

Schumpeter. Joseph A, Capitulism. Soctalism. und Demecracy, 3rd
ed. New York: Harper & Row. 1950. This is not a primer
for newcomers, but those who take pains to prepare them:
selves and who then stay with it will find here one of the
better expressions of the way capitalism has developed
through history and how it is being transtormed in the twen-

tieth century.

Spurrier. William A. Ethies an! Busness. New York. 1962. This
is a-very simple Protestant exploration of moral themes and
ethical systems in business. in the torm of informal letters
written by an ethicist to a businessman. Naot very systematic.
but it will familiarize people with some Christian themes.

Tawney, Richard Henry. Religion and the Rise of Caputalism: A His-
torteal Studu. New York. 1926, This book has had an influ-
ence second only to Weber's as a theoretical treatise about
how Protestantism in particular helped shape capitalism and
the business ethos. but Tawney's is more fleshed out histori-
ally than was Weber’s.

T

1
i
\
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Additional Suggestions 1’

Recommended by Philip Rieff ‘\
i

Articles l

Andrews, Kenneth. “Can the Best Corporations Be Made Mor-
al?” Harvard Bustness Reviewr, May/June 1973,("%\ 64).

Chandler, Alfred D.. Jr. “The Role of Business'in the United
States: A Historical Survey.” Duadults. Winter 1909 (pp.
23-40). ) .

“The Dilemma of Corporate Responsibility and Maximum Pro-
fits: An Interview with David Rockefeller.” Business anmd Souety
Revtew, Spring 1974 (pp. 5-7).

Drucker. Peter F. “The Concept of the Corporation.” Bristness
wnd Soctety Revrew, Autumn 1972 (pp. 12, 15-17).

Malkiel, Burton G.. and Richard E. Quai2t. “Moral Issues in
Investment Policy.”  Harvard Business Review. MarchvApril 1971
{pp. 37-39).

Veblen, Thorstein. “Christian Morals and the Competitive Sys-
tem.” Internabonal Jourmal of Ethis, January 1910 (pp. 181-185).

Weber, Max. “The Protestant Sects and the Spirit of Capitalism.”
In Erom Max Weber. edited and translated by H. H. Gerth and
C. W. Mills. New York: Oxford University Press. 1946 (pp.
302-309). _

Whitaker, John H. “The Supremacy of the.Business Ethic.”
Brosmness and Soctety Reviere, Summer 1974 (pp. 93-94).

Books
Heermance, Edgar L. The Ethns of Busmess. New York: Harper &
Row, 1926 (pp. 210-218). Heermance /argues that Christianity

can do much to raise the standards ot Wcs.
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15. Racism

Learning Objectives

To understand

the relation of racism to the moral health and vitality of a sodiety

the meaning and ettects of race prejudice
the meaning of equality ot recognition and opportumty

the difficulty of achieving this equality

Overview

In 1955 a young black preacher. Martin Luther King Ir.. led

-~ a group ot blacks in a boycott ot the Montgomery, Ala-

bama city buses to protest racial segregation. This action
marked the eftective beginning ot what was to become a
concerted effort to bring about tundamental changes in the
American social syster

Though it was not until 1903 that national attention be-
came focused on racial discriminabion because ot the police
violence against peaceful demonstrators i Birmingham,
Alabama. the momentum had been built up that galvan-
ized this attention into action. It resulted in the far-
reaching, Kennedy bill that became the 1964 Civil Rights
Act. lts objective was equality betore the law by ex-
pressly forbidding discrimination on the basis ot race.
color, religion. national origins. and, in employment. sex.
Title Il of the bill outlawed discrimination in public ac-
commodations. Titles Il and IV called tor desegregation.
of public facilities and schools.  [n 1905 President john-
son’s Voting Rights Act was passed. and Congress enacted
the War on Poverty and extensive new educational
programs to improve the schools.

What is the situation now. a dozen years later? The
legal and physical battles over school busing are still with
us. When President Carter was in the process ot choosing
his cabinet. black leaders were still voicing complaints that
the black population was not being adequately represented.
The tlight to the suburbs and the decay ot the mnner
cities. heavily populated by blacks. still go on. Black un.
employment is much higher than that among other
groups; black prisoners make up a disproportionate share
of the prison population

~ What has happened to the promise and the progress of
reform? Why is it ditficult to make the laws really work?
What are some ot the deeper reasons behind the racal
divisions in American society”  In what wavs might the
black community take the moral leadership tor achieving

o3

de tocto equality? 1t is tundamental questions such as these
with which this unit is concerned. That they are moral
issues is clear: they deal with human dignity. freedom,
and equality. To the extent that they involve an evalua-
tion ¢t some basic American cultural orientations, they
become moral issues of supreme importance tor the prog-
ress andisurvival of our culture.

S:wedi:'—_h economist Gunnar Myrdal coined the expres-
sion “the American dilemma" to describe the nonfreedom
of a racial _:\",roup in a society built on the premise of free-
dom. The Tiewspaper article and first Reader selection by
Kenneth B. Clark speak of this dilemma in terms of a
deeper one prevalent in American society as a whole, -
naml-*ly, that raoral ambivalence that professes devotion
to the ideals of freedom, equality, honesty, and high-
minded values as worthy goals in theory, but ignores
their implementation and application in practice.

What makes this a deep and persistent cultural dilemma
is that, 1n Clark’s words, “it is inextricably entangled with
status striving, success symbols, moral and ethical preten-
sions. and, the anxieties and fear of personal and family
failures.” It perpctuates itselt because our children learn
early in life that moral consistency has its limits and those
limits are detined in terms of the reality principle. That
is to say. honesty may be the best moral policy, but that
does not make it the best personal. group, or national
survival policy. Americans show their devotion to this
realism by the way they look tor tough-minded leaders,
guided by the so-called realities in their decisions rather

_than by high-minded ideals. .

Is there hope for society? Clark sees a hope in that
minority that insists on tollowing principles, on being “un-
realistic.”  They are the people of passionate concern
who keep ideals alive and hold out hope for their eventual
realization.  And tor Clark, adherence to moral ideals is
the last best hope for human survival.
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“the umit on aging, novehst Ralph Ellson descnbes what it

“you don't see as a person s not treated like one

Alonyg with this moral ambivalence. race prejudice itselt
is at work contributing to the Amenaan dilemima. B
Franklin Frazier examines the meanming and manitestations
of preconceived raciai athitudes not tounded on knowl
edge or experience. that make it ditticult tor d member
of one race or religion to relate to individuals who are
different trom them.  For the most part such prejudice
is absorbed trom the environment moshich one grows up
It is directed. as Frazier points out. not against an indivy-
dual with certain observable charactenstics. but against
the individual as a member of 4 race, We are all tamihar
with the expression " Some of mv triends are '

(till in blank). And 1t otten comes trom very prejudiced
individuals
In a prece similar to the one by Bert Kruger Stuthoin

is hke to be an nvisible man,” one w hom others--awvhites
—dont see as an 17 Rather what they see as they ook
at him are then own attitudes.  And reatly someone

What can be done about these torms ot irrationality”
and moral blindness? Leonard Bloom paints to one thing
that has worked and can be tarther implemented-— inte-
gration Citing studies drawn trom the experience ot the
military in World War [l and trom integrated housing pro-
jects. he condludes that contadt between members of the
races on the baws of cqual status and participation in-acti-
vitiee concerning mutual interests tend o reduce race
prejudice This sort ot contact involves a real knowing
of the other, not a supertioal token mutal presence. Tt
mteresting to note that ter the Greek philosopher Anstotle
kpowledee meant 1 touching ot reality a4 making ot

contact and exoressieg that contact e words. Bloom

Key Concepts

Race: Bolowcalln peanry g venetn ally dihinet division

i
of a species that bus throush aenenaions of inbreeding |
developed cortnn phivsical charactensties that are passed !

|
on gum::n.»Hx' A - v o neepd the term reters
toany wroup whoem othiers pelicve are seneticatly ditter

ent and whom they treat acordinaly

Racism: A term that embraces poth i and Lo
watiers both ot awhich are eapresions o the sodoiovical
concept of race Prewdioe san attitude involvig anoara
tonal lihe or disfike of a group of prople beaause of tace
color religion cthnie orsin. sex and ~o torth - The att
ee |
and expenience. but i~ o prejudked position or stand on

tude s irrational because it not tounded on knowle

these matters. Racism nvolves a dislike of a race and ex-

04

points to the high cost to society —both in tinancial and
moral terms--of not making such contact.

The essay by Jesse Jackson that follows helps us avoid
the impression that the moral problem of racism is exclu-
aively a onesided white one. His thesis is that black
Amcricans themselves must begin to accept a larger share
of the tesponsibility tor their own lives. He points out
practical measures that can be taken to dispel the welfare
mentality, the political apathy, the decadence in the
chetto trom which' blacks sutter. - Above all. he appeals
to the moral authority ot the church and community to
become once again operative as it was in the cvil rights
movement.

Frasier spoke ot race prejudice as an “attitude with an
emotional basis” and observed that it is not directed at
individuals with certain visible characteristics, but at stereo-
types. In the next article. Robert Coles shows just how
much this prejudice is an attitude of mind, both tor black
and white children, and how that attitude ot mind is
encouraged by accepted patterns of behavior and expec-
tations in both races.

The concluding selection by Martin Kilson discusses
wome ot the hopeful signs ot the times that indicate that
minds are beginning to change: a new openness to racial
integration that has made interracial marriage more accept-
able: black culture as expressed in music, dance. theater,
and even the culinary arts; television shows for black
stars and casts.  Certainly, Kilson notes, the moral ambi-
valence is still there, still evident, and to resolve it will
not be an easy task by any means. Fears have to be
allayed; policies have to be developed that will make the
Rev. Martin Luther Kings “dream” a realized goal in every
sepment ot sodety.

presses itseltin discrimination, which is an act that denies
privileges or status or acceptance on the gmunds ot irra-
tronal dislikes.

Minority: As detined by Louis Wirth. it is "a group ot
people who, because of their physical o cultural charac-
teristics. are singled out trom the othiers in the society in
which they hve tor ditterential and unequal treatment,
and who theretore regard themsehves as objects of collec-
tive discrimination. Minority status carnies wath it
the oxdlusion trom tull participation in the lite of the so-
dety

Ethnic group: A group ot people who. on the basis of
race. culture, national origin, or religion. consider them-
celves as distinet trom other groups in the larger society.

71



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Factual Review Questions

/
/
/

1. What does Clark mean by “moral schizophienia 3

2. What does Clark mean by “Machiavellian dualism™

3. Why. in the Reader selection. does Clark maintain that -

the problem of American society s that ot has been
too successtul?

4. Where does Clark tind hope tor the tuture”
5. How does Frazier detine “race prejudice™?

0. Why are reasens tor prejudice called “tationaliza-
tions ™3

. What does Ellison mean when he calls himselt an

N

“invisible man™?

8. What are some ot the «ocial and moral costs ot racsm,
according to Bloom?

Essay and Discussion Questions

/

/
o_ Under what drcumstances, in Bloom’s anql’_\'sis, can
racial contact tend to change attitudes? /

10. What is Jachson’s central argument? .’

11. What black tailures and weaknesses does Jackson
mention?

12, What role does lackson see tor /thv black church in
the struggle tar equality?

13, What does Coles’ article reveal about the nature ot
prejudice?

14, According to Kilson what are some of the hopeful
signs that a change in attitudes is taking place?

15. What does Kilson say the neoconservative position is?

1. Write an essay on why you do or do not consider
yourself a racist.

Suggested Guidelines

—Review the articles by Clark. Frazier and Ellson
—Give your own detintion ot racism. .
—Examine your beliets about equality and your own atti-
tudes on how soviety shauld go about achieving it

-~On the basis ot your own “examination of consience,”
give a justification ot the posibion you take with regard to
the original essav question.

2. Granting that past injustices have been done to blacks
and other minorities in American society, discuss
whether or not these minorities should be given pre-
ferential treatment in job and educational opportunities.

Suggested Guidelines

—Review the selections by Bloom. Jackson, and Kilson.
Pay attention to Jackson’s list aof black weaknesses and
failures and to the neoconservative position described by
Kilson.

Suggested Reading

e
[

-

. -

POy

—It you are not ip.a+minorty. consider how you would
teel it you were. »
—-It you are in a minority. consider how you would
teel it you were a member ot the majority.

—Retlect on whether there are or are not any other
noble means to achieving the goals of equality.

3. Write an essay on your position regardinyg the issue
of forced busing to achieve racial desegregation. Give
a defense of that position.

Suggested Guidelines

-~Review Bloom's article and pay attention to the impor-
tance attached to equal-status contact.

— hn giving the reasons tor your position. retlect on
whether these reasons contain racist elements. it you are
against busing, or. it you tavor it, whether your reasons
are tounded in fact. .

—Consider whether there are alternatives to achieving
the same solution as that sought through busing.

Alpert. Gordon W [ Nuserr ot Prevdne Cambndge Mase
Harvard Univeraty Press, 1954 A coaological account o the
origins ot prejudice and the meaming of race

Carlon Lewss 11 and George A Colburn eds D Doer Pl
VWiite Ameraa Do Heo Ninoene New York
Wilev, 1972 A book of readings that presents o hustonieal

RN LN

(2

perspechive on white raoan tracng white American attitudes
toward vanious mimonty groups, indluding native Amerwans
Atro-Amernans, Chicanos, Ornientals, and fews

Clark Kenneth B, Dard Ghetto New York: Harper & Row,
1965, A study of the inner city and its poverty. and possible
solutions to the problem
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. Pathos of Power. New York: Harper & Row, 1974. An

adaptation of papers prepared over the past twenty-five years

on social justice, social morality, and social\responsibility.

Clark condemns the misuse ot power and urges social scien-

tists to take the lead in guiding our society toward. the moral-

ity that is essential for the survival of the human species.

. Prowdice wnd Your Child. Boston: Beacon Press, 1955, A
study of how children learn about race and the eftects of
racial prejudice on society and on the personality develop:
ment of both white *nd black children. This volume, wntten
the year after the Supreme Court declared school segregation
unconstitutional, includes a program for action.

DuBois. W.EB. The Souls ot Bhui Folk, Chicago: A.C. McClurg
& Co.. 1903, A collection of essays in which the noted black
leader urged a departure from the accommodationist policies
of Booker T. Washington -

Franklin, Jonn Hope. From Slavery to Freedom: A History of Negro
Americans.  4th ed.  New York: Knopf. 1974. Now in its--
fourth edition, this book surveys the experience ot blacks in
America from their African origins and institutions to the
present.

Frederickson, George M. The Bluk Image m the Whie Mind - New
York. 1971. An historical account of nineteenthcentury racist
thought in America.

Jordan, Winthrop. The White Mun’s Burden: Histornal Ongins of
Ruasm 1n the United Skates. New York: Oxtord University Press,
1974. A study of the origins of racial prejudice from the six-
teenth to early nineteenth centuries, *ith emphasis on psy-
chological forces. This volume is an abridgement of his larger
study, White over Bluk.

Malcolm X. . The Autobrography of Makom X edited by Alex Haley.
New York: Grove Press. 1964. A personal account of the
black nationalist movement in mid-twentieth century Amenca
by one of its leaders.

Myrdal, Gunnar. An Amertan Dilemma. Rev. ed. New York:
Harper & Row, 1962. A classic monumental study of the
status of blacks in the twentieth century. emphasizing the
contradiction between American democratic ideals and the
actual treatment of black Americans,

Osofsky, Gilbert. The Burden of Race: A Docwmentary Hisborw of
Negro-White ielatoms e Amenw. New York: Harper & Row,
1967. An excellent collection documenting the roots of our
racial crisis. illustrating the attitudes ot both white and black
Amencans.

Parsons. Talcott, and Kenneth B. Clark. eds. The Negro American.
Boston: Beacon Press, 1966. Based on a conference spon-
sored by the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, the
papers in this volume constitute a comprehensive survey of
the problems and status or black Americans today by authors
from a variety of disciplines.

Pettigrew, Thomas F. A4 Profile o1 e Negro-Apierean. Princeton,
N.J.: Princeton University Press, 1964. 'A sociological study
of black Americans and the impact of racism.

Woodward. C. Vann. The Strange Career of Jun Crow. 3rd rev. ed.
New York: Oxford University Press, 1974. A classic account
of the development of segregation from 1877 to the present.

Additional Suggestions

Recommended by Philip Rieft

Articles

Bennett, Lerone. Jr. “What's in a Name?" Ebony, November 23,
1967 (pp. 46-54). Repririted in Peter I Rose, ed. Ol Memories,
New Moods. New York: Atherton Press. 1970 (pp. 375-380.
383).

Blakeslee. Sandra. “Study Rebuffs a View of Minorty Learning.”
Netw York Tunes, October 13. 1975 (p. 48).

DuBois. W.EB. “Race Friction Between Black and White.”
Amertan Journal of Souwlogy, May 1908, “Reprinted in Meyer
Weinberg, ed. W.E.B. DuBuis: A Reader. New York: Harper
& Row, 1970 (pp. 295-297).

Patterson. Orlando. “The Moral Crisis of the Black American.”
The Public Interest, Summer 1973 (pp. 64-65, 69).

__ Toward a Future That Has No Past—Reflections on the
Fate of Blacks in the Americas.” The Publ Interest. Spring
1972 (pp. 59-61),

Rieff. Philip. “Introduction.” In Kelly Miller. Radiculs und Con-
sersatives. New York: Schocken Books, 1968 (pp. 10-22).

Books

Grier, William H., and Price M. Cobb. Bluk Ruge. New York:
Basic Books, 1970. Two psychiatrists indicate the effect of
racism on the music and language of black culture.

Moynihan, Daniel P, The Negre Family: The Cuse for Nutonal Action.
Washington, D.C.: Office of Policy Planning and Research,
US. Department of Labor, 1965. Reprinted in Peter 1. Rose,
ed, Slawery and Its Aptermath.  Chicago: Atherton Press, 1970
{pp. 362-303). The author discusses the travails of the black

family as a continuing reminder of the past.

fol4]
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16. Moral Education

Learning Objectives

To understand

the role of the teacher as moral educator

" the scope or limits ot tormal education in tansmiting inculeating and dartving moral values

the growth ot moral consciousness and the means to promote it

some current trends in muoral education

Overview

This final unit on moral education serves as an apt conclu-
sion to the preceding ones and a complement to the discus
sion on the nature ot morality with which this course
began. Among other things discussed at the beginning,
the significance ot culture as the nurtuning matrix ot
values. ideals, and goals. necessary and vital toats survival,
was emphasized
morality expresses the standards tor acceptable and titting
behavior within 4 culture. It also embodies the meaning
What has meaning &

it was pointed out that a <caety’s

of a group’s communal expenence
judged in terms ot how well ways ot thinking, believing
judging. and acting enable a sodety to cope with the
ongoing process o living and change  The morality
culture embraces must be both stable encugh and tlexibic
enough to adequately respond to the chatlenges ot a par
ticular time and to leave room tor genume novelty.

In societies that are relatively small in wize and simiple
in technotogy. all that 15 needed tor individual and wroug
survival can be passed on to successive generations by ar
informal educational process  The yvoung leern by ob
serving the adults absorbing the groups history anc
mores. and taking part in its nituals and its work

But this sort of process seerns inadeguate in a techno
logically advanced society such as ours We are torae
to rely on tormal education. schools, and developed cur
This 15 the
process of acquiting those <hills that enable an individua

ricula to achieve this process of ozt

to function eftectively as a member of society in the ac
tive pursuit of selt-realizabon

As Shirley Letwin pointed out in Unit 8. to be in society
15 to make a moral commitment because it invelves sharing
certain ideas about what is suitable, just, righl. proper,
seemly. decent. The process of socialization is meant to
toster this civility. Formal education as the primary
means of implementing this process in our society is.
consequently a moral task, concerned with the develop-
ment of moral consciousness.  But what, specitically.
should this task include? How should the scheols go
about it? What problems and dangers does it involve,
and how can they be handled or avoided? These are the
questions that this unit undertakes to discuss.

The newspaper article by Philip Rieft raises the issue
ot what a modern education for morality should do, given
the structure of modern society. There is, ot course, the
question of what role the family still must play. Though
there is disagreement here, there is accord in the idea that
the direction that the moral conduct ot an individual is
likely to take is-set quite early in life. The tirmness and
inevitability ot this set of directions are a matter of dis-
pute. The current theories stress that morality develops
and evolves in ditterent stages.  Education helps foster the
behavior appropriate to vach stage.  Rieft discusses the
several problems attendant upon implementing this task.

Fostering moral consciousness in the educational setting,
is as much an art as it is a matter ot educational science.
Max Weber discusses this art in the setting ot university
teaching, In observing the inner morality of his own
specialty. the teacher exhibits tidelity to the demand of

°h 4 - .
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accepted standards  In research Weber states. he must
examune all facts, even those that count against his theory

By this fidelity to the anner morality ot hus academic

discipline. he can promote o moral consaousnes in the -

student

The selection by Emile Durkhoim that tollows covers
a broader spectrum ot psues nmoral education  Durk-
hetm's concern s with both the mechanics and technigues
of the process and the more phitosophic questions of the
meaniny of moral authority disaphne and moral knowl:
edpe. Tosummanze sucarnctly the points that Durkheim
makes 1 his ana’ s, it might be ot help to redall some
tundamental meanings ot these words, therr ctymology or
language 100ty The word atizonts has as one ot ats tunda-
mental meamnes a producing or tostering and promoting
Moral
authority. in Burkheinmis sense s the promoting or toster-

ot something, a wiving increase to something,

ing of moral consaiousness, It springs trom the educator’s
beliet in his taskh and ste wreat signiticance. [t s ina
word, 4 consciousness of vocation or a challenge to higher
goals.

Do s ordered learming o fearning that is both
directed and has 1 direction or goal. Moral discipline 1
ordered toward the attamment ot selt-mastery. And it s
i exerasing ot that individuals tarther develop . Moral
authonty fosters motal disaphne, which, i time. s streng-
thened by moral action. But this disapline itselt, it it s
to result i truly moral behavior, that s, trom internalized
norms accepted with the autonomy ot tree will 1s based
on knowledge Again i the dasacal sense, o know
means te know the teasons tor o anderstand something,
I terms ob its catses s, then by explanation. ques
toming and cnbical analysis of moral prinaples that moral

knowledge internalized and ettectively actuahized.

These points made by Dutkheim are approached trom
the perspective of the des clopmental theory ot monality
Jean Paset = one ot it leading exponents. But Praget
Lanetae s ditrerent His coneern with the biological
paste ot human conceptual development s evident The
P o stiges he dhscusses are the constramt stage and the
cooperaten stape Fhey cortespond to the conceptual
dosclopment o the chald

Hee tuld has ot vt attamed consdousness of others and

Copstiannt s necessary when
therr nhe and demards  There tollows, according to
Puiet o pransatorad stage mwhich authonty s avcepted
e atse 1 sotee 1 He JuteTIny tpgures ot parents, The
Cooperdtion stage s hech the Cinld s treated as o person
worth it b questien o s terstand reasons to tollow
e e amd toCopress seltawall e the stage at which
attenomy s possiPie Aatonomy s moeans the voluntary

ternazation of see et < el standards on the basis ot

m\“

It does not mean moral
individualism or anarchy. nor is 1t the compulsion ot pure
duty

understanding their meaning.

This same autonomy is discussed in terms of moral
haracter. In Greco-Christian terms, character is a distine-
tive stamp or impression imprinted on pe.rsonaliky, giving
it its peculiar bent and modes ot expression. For Martin
Buber. the task of the educator is to help mald this:im-
pression. The teacher is one among many intluences but
an extremely important one because he goes about the
task as a vocation, thus with consciousness and will,
Conscious of his mission, he does not make the mistake
ot giving instruction in ethics, but rather illustrates what
ethical living is through the communication of his own
moral consciousness in action.

The social contexts of moral learning and action would
seem to need no turther emphasis, given the themes
already discussed in the preceding units. But there are,
and probably alwavs will be, questions raised about the
ultimate foundations of what constitutes moral action,
the derivation and meaning ot “ought.” For American
philosopher John Dewey, these questions arise because of
misdirected philosophic eftort. As Dewey expressed his
own philosophic conviction in another context, “It is in
the concrete thing s exprienced that all the grounds and
Jues to its own intellectual or logical rectitication are
contained. It you wish to find out what . any philo-
sophic term means, go to experience and see what the
thing is experienced as.” For Dewey, morality is experi-
enced in the interactions of the individual with the social
environment.,  He argues that all questions ot morals
are “connected with the actualities of existence, not with
ideals, ends and obligations independent of concrete
realitics.” Education cnables the individual to observe
and understand these realities properly and to toster the
spirit ot scientitic inquiry into them.

The concluding articie by Amitar Etzioni reviews some
of the current methods of teaching morality. But in line
with Dewey's analysis of moral experience, he points out
that no matter what academic curriculum is in vogue, it
will be inetfective as far as actual results are concerned
as long as students are subject to the “hidden curriculum”
that regulates their school experience. The hidden curri-
culum. Etzioni claims, revolves around grades, athletics,
and student behavior. They all revolve around conform-
ity for the sake of success and acceptance. The ethic
that students do absorb can be summed up in the phrase
‘winning is everything.”  Learning integrity —being a
moral whale—is impaossible 1 a social situation in which
moral schizophrenia is the norm.

P

-n
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Key Concepts

Socialization: The process ot acquinng those physical.
mental, moral. and social skills that enable an individual to
tunction ettectively as a member of socdiety in the active
pursuit ot selt-realization. '

Education: A prowess through which the skills, values, and
knowledge emphasized by a culture are mparted by intor-
mal or tormal lessons.

Cognitive development: This term s used in reterence to
Piaget’s theory that learming to talk, think and reason are
social as well as psychological phenomena. They are
amoeng the basic processes involved in sodialization.

Factual Review Questions

Piaget’s theory holds that there are redl difterences in
the way children think at ditterent stages ot their devel-
opment.  These stages result trom the interaction between
the child and the world.- On the basis ot this experience
teedback, the child’s cognitive organization undergoes
restructuring, :

N
Hidden curriculum: Those shills that the student must
[earn to survive academically and soaally i the school
environment.  They include contormity, pleasing teachers
but staving on good terms with peers. vving tor prase
and grades. gaining power and prestige

. What are the two theonies ot moral development
discussed by Riett?

2. Where does Rietr think the great problem ot modern
moral education hes?

1 What does Weber mean by sayiog that the teacher
stands in the service of moral terces?

1. What does Durkheim mean by moral authority?

n

Why does Durkherm consider a serse of hmitude
necessary tor moral consciousness’

¢. VWhat danger must the teacher wira avainst. accord -
ing to Durkhemm?

What two staves of development does Praaet
distinguish?

7.

VWhat does Praget mean by autonomy?®

Essay and Discussion Questions

9. What does Diaget claim 1 necessary tor the develop:
ment ot autonomy?

10. What. in Buber's analysis. 15 the distinction between
"~ personality and character?
1. What does Buber mean by the claim that the wreat

character 1s bevond the acceptance of norms?

2. Why does Dewey mainta:n that hability is the lw}:in-
ning ot responsibility?

13, What does Dewey hold responsil-le it moral <tan
dards are low?

14. What are the new approaches to moral vducation
mentioned by Etzioni?

13, What does Etzioni mean by the expresion “hidden

.

currculum™?

1. What are or would be your priorities as a parent if
you were asked the question “Why do you want your
children to get an education?”” List at least four reasons
in order of their importance to you, and give some
reasons for your choice of priorities.

Suggested Guidelines

—Review Etzionis article and evaluate his cntiosin ot the
hidden curriculum and vour own atbitudes to the poals at
stresses.

—Consider the importance John Dewey attached to the
school as a social setting. What s implied as o its poimary

o9

obectives?

- Reviess Bubers article on the purpose of education,
--Retlect on the reasons why vou are woing, went. o
would go to school.

2. In today’s complex society, whom do you think
should have the major responsibility for the moral
education of the child, the family or the school? Dis-
cuss the reasons for the role each should play and why
you attribute a major role to one or the other.

Suggested Guidelines )
- Read the issues as outlined by Riett
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—Review the theories of moral development by Durk-

heim and Piaget.

—Consider the actuahties of the school situation as dis-

cussed by Etzioni.

—Review the selections by Lasch and Novak in the uni
on the family. '

—Reflect on your own capabilities to undertake the tash
and, from your experience, the competence of teachers

todoit.

3. Write an essay on what you consider the biggest
defect in American elementary and secondary educa-
tion, with special emphasis on moral education. Dis-

Suggested Reading

cuss what you think the schools need to pay more
attention to, and give your own suggestions of how
these defects and lacks could be corrected.

Suggested Guidelines

—Reflect on your own educationai experience. What do
you think it lacked or lacks?

_ Consider the priorities you were asked to list in the first
question. Which of these is most neglected?

—What would you take out of the curriculum?
—_Consider how you would go about developing moral
consciousness in students. :

by Ph.ip Rieft

Articles

Kohlberg, Lawrence. “The Claim to Moral Adequacy ot a High:
est Stage of Moral Judgment ™ fourdd Phasopriny October
25, 1973 (pp. 630- 033, 041 -odo).

Lidz. Theodore. “The Broken Balance Symbohc Functioning
and the Crisis in Western Cwvilization ' Humentes May 1972
(pp. 146. 152)

Trow. Martin.  “Higher Education and Moral Development.”
AAUP Budlem:. Spring 1970 (p 15)

Books .

Brophy. Bngid.  Blik Ship to Hell. New York: Harcourt, Brace
& World, 1902 {pp. 155-171, passim). A reflection of the
new morality from a psychoanalytic viewpoint.

Fletcher. Joseph. Moral Responsibulitu: Sthathon Ethics at Wk, Phila-
delphia: Westminster Press, 1974 (pp. 13, 29-32). A statement
by one of the leading spokesmen of situation ethics that no
moral principles are absolute but depend tor their validity upon
the situation. g

Lynd. Helen Merrill.  The Search tor ldentte. New York: Har-
court Brace & World. 1958: New York: Science Editions, 1961
(pp. 250-258). -The author argues that the acceptance of
shame "makes possible the discovery of an integrity that is
peculiarly one's own.” '

Montagu, Ashley. ~ On Bemg Humor. New York: Hawthorn
Books. 1900, The author draws on scientific data to show
that man is basically cooperative, and he assesses the impli-
catione ot this tor moral education.
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